The Commemoration. 


A Catalogue ofthe names 2 the 
Right Honorable ;Right Reverend; 
and Right Worthy Gouernors of 
King-James his Hoſpitdll , founded 
by Thomas Sutton Eſquire. 


The moſt Reucrend Father in God,the Lord 
Arch Biſhop of  Caprerbaryhis Grace, Surui- 
uing ouer-ſcer, 

Lord Conentrie,Lord Keeper. 
The Right )Lord Priuy ScalgEarleof Mancheſter. 
Honouraulk YLord Steward ,Earleof Penbroke. 

14, Chamberlain, Earleot Afongomery 


: Lord Biſhop of Londen. 
The _. gh Lord Biſhop of Fly. 
Reucrenc Lord Biſhop of Lincolng, 


c Sis Eaward (ke, 
Sir Ranavlph (rew, 
The Right bir Robert Heath, his Mijeſties Atturny 
Worſhipfuls generall. 
= Herry Alartine, Deane of the Ar- | 
ches,and ludge of the Admiraltic. / | 
LDoor Dome , Dcangof 7Paxrxlc. | 


Sir Richard Suttoy, Sarutuing Executor, 
Sir Robert DallinotonMaſter. 


M*.T homas BrowneEſquier. 
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CONELICTS 
Þ AND 
COMFORTS. 
| CONSCIENCE. 


A Treatiſe,ſhewing how the Cot | 


. ſerencegn caſes of deepef? diſtreſſe 
anddiftration, may recollect 
it ſelfe, and recomer ſolid and 
ſound Comfort, : 


Colleed from priaate proofe, for 
publike profit. 
' By H.3. ReQorof St. Mathews 
Friday ſtreet. 
{ Pſ-1,94..19, 1n the multitude of my heart-fors 
| rows,thy Comforts haue refreſhed my ſoule, 


| Bern. de C onſeentta, lb.c.6, C onſcientia 27tes 

| meretur damnationem: Denitentia med 208 ſuf 

—_ ad ſatrsfafionem : fed certian eft, que 
msſertcordia tua deter omnern eff enſianems 


Printed at London, for Michael Sparks, 
| 1628, _ 
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(1) 
REVERENDO 
Clero Anglicano,n pri- 
miſg, Londinenſs, Gra- 
tiam & Pacem cum 
Ver itate. 


Everend; 14 
' Chriſto Patres 
ac Fratres,hir> 


weflire cenſure ingenue , 
candiaog, iudicio imprimis 
permitto ; non veritus hoc 
omnibus exponere,quod ni 
 mihz ipſi libens impono. 
., Bibliopola fortaſſe vanums 
Propenet, At Cilicinm quis 
mercatur ? nts vel tants- 

Ss = 


| (2) 
ht ents panitere? Id genus 
wveſtimentnn cuius tandens 


x 


humeri non reformidant ? | 


Ver 1/22 ſunm Chg. 11h; 


fas fit,quod meum eft,, bong | 


013721748 CUM UVCHTR, ExEYE 
litem, extra inuidiarn telle. 
re. Neg, et, quamobrem 
quis mths vitte vertat qnd- 


ſt in bac textura mihi in." 


dulſerim; ait pro puloſo fi: 
tam laBentrr vb non oportys 
It, intexui([/e. Audacter ee 


z< 


4 


” 


aim dico, ft vel Aduerſarings 
mens iellum ſcripſerit,an- | ? 
non faptr. ſcapulam. mea | /. 
portaren eun ? Anneete- f 


rem, ſi non cur 1obo, pro 

diademate ad oynandamn 1. 

pocentiam.: at cum Chrifto | 

meo(qni in dorſo ſuv pecea- 
| / 


& 
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LEY, 
74 mea omnia por taut) pro 
Corona ſpirea, ad antman 
Crucljigenaan meat, 
Nec detrectant Medzics 


- corporiom exta inſpicere, 


Chirur gt mann inciſa, Nee 
wes wvita,, 0 facratifſime 


. Copſcientiar item animarums 


G, Medici, didignabimine 


banc mean corruratam  ſers 


anatomian, qualicunque 
itylo deſeriptans, intneri, 
Anatomict alierwm corpora 
reſupina, infelicium anime 


' Tum aupera oſpitia, catera 


m | ſana ( (14 interea, minus 
= | forte ſana, ignorarles) ad 


rg 


miniman v{g, fiopram vVe- 
241m, aiſeernunt : Ego me- 


| amipſints animam. aabuc its 
' Vints, tot morbts ſeatenters, 


J5 af 


(4) 
effiictam wvulneribus, ſic 


aperio, Ut ſicui ops ſt, ab 
expertsſs:mo diſcat, quibus 
— fulta prefidys, 
guibus nixa argumentis, 
Cauſam ſuam poſſit aduere 
ſus ignita Diabol: tela, ad- 
werſus ſeipſam confitentem 
yeam pro tremendo Dei Ho- 
minumg, Tribunals defer- 
deres 
Mrray: autem hic inte. 
yea lors lzoeat ſaprenti (51m: 
Dez omn:s - mars. 
rantens pronuidentiam, qnod 


eu prinwn bunc libeliuns | 


Typographo 3B 1manum in- 
primendy traderem, preſto 
erat Func ill; pro _— 
aliws liber pr Scudenas, 


quo graphice depiita it 
ſanets 
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(5) 


ſanta noſtrats Bernard: 
Gilpin; vita. O ſortem di. 


ſparem'| Non quali; Phart- 


ſeam inter & Publicanum 
fait, quorumalter ſua ſibi 
inft1c;am apud Deun gra- 
tulatur, alter Miſrecor die 
am deprecatur : verium hit 
Viaere licet (ſkupendurs ex. 
emplum 1) hinc venerabs- 
lem Autiſtitem Alumni 

nonaam ſui, dis iam de- 
funiti, hamilts Preſbytert 
nemen ac fiman, idg, vite 
pre probeg, inſlitute nomine , 
ab obliutone (+ filentio bo- 
minum, a pulgere ac cinere 
vindicanters, aternaq, Po+ 
flerorum memorie traden- 
zem,atg, hos non mods in pis 
KIM grabs ann =— 
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(6) 
fſedin h uins atatis peſsim.e 
optimum exemplunms (qua / 
ittins jam tgent miſeriq, 
Dinitis fratres morbis ef. 
ſent moribusq, tam deplora- 
tis,t nulla remedy fpes relts 
qua fit, niſt in vn0 Laznro 
redin4n0)hinc vero, Vin 
e [acres Ord: nibas evra. 
Tag 1709, ſeripſums airo Cals- 
20,9141 carbone motantem, 
proprys pennis ferientem, 
202 innocentis canaerens 
pre je, ſed ſqualorem pert. 
tent:i& ferentem. Quor ſu: 
hec ? Scilicet,, oi ficut Gil- 
pram exemplar flatnitnur ab 
Epiſcopo,innoeentie : fic e280 
vitro yeſipiſcentie? Eſto, 
Vtrag enim aucit ad falicte 
Fatem Vid; af ifta, per a 


And 
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21214 locorum,hec per a/be: 
ra & mmigua: -itls, per Roſe: 
ta; hec, per vepreta. Tan. 


F umm abeft, Us ego me huts 


tarts Viro tn eadenm lance 
conferam, Abſit,Sed atten» 
aite Fratres : (i hec inter ſe 
£4 diſuntta equa librare 
trntina velitts, forte 60a. 


ftabit, nom leniorem ill is 


in megratiannfuilſt, gue «x 
peruerit mihi os ad humil. 
{ima laudis Des in ignofcer- 
ais peccatis mes conſe(ſio« 
ys : quam 94 irs cats 
miſtite AP FARWIR) 

Owe tacttauerit ad exarans 
dum bumilis Presbyiert exX- 
ilimationen ; vel quam 
-que 11 ip/o Gilpins eperata 
fit tot chariſmats ad perfe. 
(Honem, 


(5) 


ZHionem, Demo mibt its. 


adeat,quin indulgeat magis, 


ft qualemw hanc quantulamue 
ung, nactus ſum Gratiam, 
ears tants eftimari cupiam, 
quanti View Vaguam Ne 
fimis mortalibus datam, 
quos dignatus eft Pater Mir 
(ericordiarum Tuna mecun 
vel in mnimorum ſcancte- 
rum Album aſcribere, Inte 
gentrs quidem Gratie eſt, fi 
curus Anima inſtar fit ro- 
buſte naxts, que latera for- 
Fiter oppenat fluitibus, nec 
cedat procellis,donec tuto & 
zizſa ad Portum appulſa fit: 
an igitur minors erat gra- 
He, fiqua Arimula, tangqua 
Nauicula, rimulis plena, 
vnairs venttsn, iattata, co. 

palis 


(9) 


k pulis ſepe alliſa lacerata, & 
| penenaufrage, tandem ta- 
” mene medys periculis emer-« 
+ ſerit, & in placidiſsimuns 


f. 


 finum, fidiſuamamg, Statto- 


nem pernenerit © Talem egy 
wvobis Naniculam, Anims 
lam hic oſtemao, quan confi. 
do tamen propediem ad op- 
tatum Porturs, caleſtiſþi- 
rante Aura,Clavum tenen- 
ze Gratiz,appulſam fore. 
Sed vt Anuicule NoFu- 
am,ut vicus Muſce, inzer; 
huc collunies turbag, circa. 


| fiuit, Quid hoc (ingninnt ) 


'Þ 


of 
? 


Portent: * Ecquid homo 
tſlepatranit tanto ſqualore, 
tanto Cinere ac Pulieze 
dignum? Ec quod in ſe fla- 
gitium aami(ts ? Adulters, 

Fl cor? d+ 
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G 0) 
ſeortetores, talem oris val. | 
ms, habitums coguntur(licet | 
id quam rariſsime)imndacre, \. 
Talia unlgs apud fe, . paſ- f 
firm, in promth fogndd exe 
agitet. Renera entm gia 
lubricam in me, d:ffictlem 

0; © ſpartam fa uſceperim ., 
n ag, miquis Cenſurrs Ox + 
poſt tar, hand ? 70nore. Std Þ i 
704 ponenai rumores ante 
aiuters Stulterummcenrats + 
| predoy maliss vicera celat 191 
Eqrzt Porta. At ac 1o0bo Gree 
Egorius guanto dininin | 
EPzacatur (1nquit)vir : e(ie 
© enilivet magnum 1tt virinti- 
* bus ſuis : mihi certe ſubli« 
© 15 apparet etiam 11 peccae 
tis ſmis. Mirenter is co qui 
C * Volunr, ca /tigatis COntinens 
tiam, 


. 
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(11) 
ram, mirentur inte? Vita y 
tem zoſlitie, rmirepts: vi fce= 


1- 7s pretatis : Egv 1.60 08 


minus admirer confeſ310-5 
nem bums; limam' p:ccats- 
rum, quan fot ſublinrie ge > 
fla "AO Scio enim » 
quod per tnfirmit ein Vere- » 
cundiam Prerumg; CrAMIONH > 


eſt certamins commiſſa pec- » 


cata prodere, qua non 4d-y 
mi(Ja vitarees VIDA» T 
0, matum,guanmugs robuftans ; 
Uiethr, "tamen bumilins . 
proditur, Hecille, Ecyuis » 
autem tobo,vel in per fectian 
ne ſwolmi, velin confe(3io« 
me humilj,conferendrs ! Er- 
gone Iob adulter ? ergont 
ſeortator, quod peccata : ſits 
palam confeſs fuerit, &: 


eſe 
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(12) 
feſe aſpernatias, in puluere 


4c cinere paenitentian ege- . 
rit? Abſit. Sat illi tamen e- * 


— 


rat cauſe, quamobrem ſic | 


faceret. Licet autem ſeipſu 
Patientia as Penitente fþe- 
cimen ediderit : deſerere 
$amen,aut prodere ſuars 11s 
nocentiam noluit, Nec mihz 


quis Fans imiquam inſlituat - 


legem,vt dum me ipſum pe- 
nitentie typum do ginnecen- 
fie mee deſertor, eam ad 

redanaum exponerem, Be- 
redicins fit Deus mens, Ou- 


us mihi Gratia #uRGHam 


defurt, ſed ita ſemper cuſte- 
auit, out neg, alicuins pud:- 
citiam Unquam Violaue- 
rim, nec cnmſquam inmpu- 
aicitia me. Solis bnzc Gratiz 

4c* 
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(13( 
ecceptums refero, quod ſem- 
per ſe interpoxens, vel vgs 
luntatem mtihi detraxerit 
peceandas, wel opportunita- 
ie. Hic certe haheo, quod ipfi 
Dzabelo, epregio iſts Delato- 
1, & fratrum noſtroruns 
Accuſatori os obſruam, & 
de tot eius periculofiſsims 
tentationibus triumphum 
agam. Nec tamen imieres 
obſtat, quo mins hoc mods 
in me exemplam ſiatuam , 
qut wee omn: tempore, prout 
debut, ac me aeruit,ab omne 


ſpecie mali mrihi caut, nec 


affetFns meos, oculos, uulty, 
gefts ita cohibui, vt quan 
remoti/simms ab omni cu Ips 
eſſem. Qua in re ſentio 
quan fit mi(errima Mini- 


ſeri 


—_— 


. TT 
flri Enangely ſors,0unms V8! 


lenifsims Stpulis granifot- 


me aliorum Trabes prepr- 
dcrantur, Adeo Vs, que 
medzicina tins Redanians , 
eader aliornm Paronychi- 
an veleat, que tins Puſtnr 
(an aliorum Fiftulam ſana- 
re, Hine operapretinn me 


fadturum putani, fi in has - 


opelia omnium ob oculos po- 
Ferem ffircte conſcie ntia 
tum pericnl/aturm remedia; 
i4g,, quuplas moments ha. 
beret, in Typo Miniſiri E- 
wangely, 11 quo, vitſpere, 
rem ſe aut Or dint ſacs un 
ledja me queretws', pot qua 
libellum huns perlegerit. 
Quer ego vobis' praciput 
c0rſecrarum volkt, ee 
| C114- 


(15) 
 Chariſsimi , vt quos habes 
kudtuoſe huius Sementis 


1 Tudices, eoſdem vas Teites, 
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aum Vino, melioris aabuc 
Frugs, Meſzis wberiorss ba. 
beam. Legite, & tudicate, 
& quod grauitas veitra nou 
finis v9s epprobaye , optime 
wouit charitas condenare. 
Ego fiquo modo taudems 0b 
Chrifti met merita ex mint- 
m0 in Kegwo Gratie ad fi. 


mum in Reano Glorie grde 
dum afpirauero,ſpleydidiors 
thi wobis Diademata, poſt 
| weritatem fortiter afſerta, 


 poft firenue oPpugnatas & 


ExPugnastes Nimmm anade 


' Ces ac petulantes hereſes,poſt 
«1 certamen bonum Fidet {te 
liciſsime decertatum, non 
| inwaders., 


(16) 

#nnidero, qui hic atdicer im © 
ſantta wveftra & intatia 
chariſmata e admiratione + 
ratori proſequi, quo aſſequt j 


armitatione nequeam, 


 Valete in Domino. 


Humillimus veſter ferus 
& conſeruns 


Henrierns Þ #r tor, 


* » 
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To the Chriſtian 
Reader. 


HriſtianReader, 
2/424 | here preſent 
NNE thee with A 
Treatiſe of Con- 
fits and Comferrs of Cons 
ſcience, Which, how fu- 
cable tor thee, I know not : 
But I am ſure, for me. The 
bitter Conflifs of the Mos 
therin the birth, may iuſt- 
ly name it Bez-6n4, Sorne 
of Sorrow : But the Father, 
Ben-iamin , Sonne of the 
ri2ht hand , Or Barnabas, 
Sonze of Conſolation. They 
that ſow in teares , ſhall 
reape in oy, Such atinder- 
ling could nor be bone in 


f\ a 


Tothe yy 


a colder Scaſon ; it muſt 
incounter many bitter 
ſtormes z But beeing 
ſtrengthened by Paul's 
Comforter, it runncth 
aground, not waighing 
the loſſe of the Ship, to 
ſaue the Soules, though 
driuen on the Barbarians 
ſhore; hoping alſo, that 
howſocuer.as the Barbari- 
ans, ſccing the Viperleap. 
ivg on Paul's hand, dee- 
med him ſome Malefa- 
Rour z bur caſt off againe 


1nto the fire withour hurt, 


changed their minds : 50 
haply it may befall the 
Authour ot this Treatiſe, 
Who ot {ct purpole pro. 
polite himſelfe the maine 
{ubie& 


- _—m_— 
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To the Reader. 


ſubie& of theſe Corflidts 
and Comforts : May h-ply 
occaſion ſome Readers 
in their haſt co paſſe vpon 
him a far harder {-ntence, 
then he deſcrueth. What's 
the matter , ſay thy 2 
Adulterers, Fornicatours 
are onely fit for publicke 
penance. But let fuch 
know. that it becommeth 
a Miniſter of the Goſpell 
to be humbled for the leſt 
offence, much more for 
greater. Blcfled be God, 
by whoſe Grace I haue 
be.ne k:pt tor eucr com- 
mitting any ſuch act, 
throughout my whole 
life, Let the great Accuſer 
of our Brethren ſtand vp, 

A 2 and 
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To the Reader, 


and accuſe me in that kind, 
if hee can. Yet the vile 
corruptions of nature,and 
the foule aberrations of 
life,yea euen meere heed- 
lefſe follics and needlcflc 
frailties,may they not bee 
cauſe enough to plunge a 
man in the deepe, to cauſe 
him to abhorre himſfelfe, 
and to repent in duſt and 
aſbes, and that eſpecially 
whea they fall ypon a Sa- 
cred perſon ? Even holy 
166 did fo. How much 
more ſuch a one, as being 
equall to /ob in ſacrednefle 
of perfon,yeris farre infe- 
riour to him in the. perte- 

Aion of vertues ? 
But they obic ; If it 
bee 


i To tne Reader, 


bee no more,wwho is free * 
If eucrie one ſhould write * 
a Booke of his humane 
follyes, the world would 
ſ QNotcontaine them, This 
{auours of roo much nice 
and needleſs ſcrupuloſity ; 
| Or as done of ſpl.ne, to 
2eprauate Others finnes, 
| which mightpaſle for cur- 
, rant, at leaft for veniall, 
To were it not for ſuch ſtrait 
laced Conſciences, which 
| gricued for ſmall finnes, 
| make the greater our of 
meaſure finfull. As the 
enuious man,to haue both 
his ncighbours cyes put 
ont,is willing to looſe one 
of his owne. How many, 
yca & lometimesChurch- 
A 3 men 


To the Readey, 


men too , may play thc 
good fellowes, bee ouct- 
ſeene, and ouer-ſhoves, 
and yet make no fuch 
ſcrupl- of it * Or if men 
eſpy the leaſt hole in the 
Miniſters coat, they will 
eatily got ia their whole 
body, hiding all their de- 
formities vader his holely 
Coat, as filly Papiſis their 
{ins vnder a Fryers cowle. 
And may not Papiſts allo, 
ſpecially their Pricſts take 
it in {nuffe,whin they (hal 
ſee common frailties {0 
deepely lamented, as it 
mult needs damme to the 
derpe Pit of Hell their 
ordinarie Adulteries, and 
Fornications, which they 
account 


To the Reader. 


account but venials, ſpeci- 
ally in a Prieſt : May they 
not hereupon grow vpon 
the ſimple people , as 


- wholc libertie is too much 


captiued vnder the yoake 
of ſuch a Miniſtry,as can- 
not brooke in themſclues 
the leaſt aberrations, how 
much lefſe ſuch as they 
cenſure and eſteeme farre 
greater in the multitude ? 
Or elſe may they not dif- 
graceſuch Miniſters vnto 
their people, by making 
Mountaines of their 
Molchils,while Miniſters 
bewaile their Molehils as 

Mountaines * 
To this multiplicit ob. 
1etion Ianſwer ; Firſt, Tt 
 A4 were 
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To the Readey 


were to be wiſhed, that all 
oftenders would giue pub- 
licke cuidence of their 
Repentance , if not by 
Orall confefl on, yet by 
2n aQuall reformations 
Secondly, I ſee no rea- 
fon why any common 
Chriſtian ſhould inuy, 
that a Miniſters heedleſle 
ſmalleſt flips ſhould ia the 
Skales of his ownc iudge- 
ment preponder others 
headdie falls. Thirdly, 
What Marriners will bee 
ſo deſperately madd,as to 
run ypon the Rocke, be- 
cauſe the Pilot ſometime 
in the ſccuritie of a calme 
fell a {l-epe at the Sterne * 
O: wher Seruant wall gos 

Cut 


Tothe Reader. 


cut hisown throat, becauſe 
his Maſter againſt his will 
cut his finger 2 Fourthly, 
Why ſhould better taughe 
i Chriſtians bce like thoſe 
vntaught Lyſtrians, who 
either Idolatroufly will 


ſaciifice to theApoſtles ; 
or hearing them profcfiing 


| tobe men of /ke psſ570n5 
with them, in the turning 
| of a hand ffoze them * 
Yet, if no remedie, Les 
him that is without finne, 
ca5t the fir#t ſtoxe. Fitthly, 
For the common Adquer- 
ſaric of all grace, nothing 
will ſtop his Serpentine 
two-forked tongue. If a 
Miniſter bee altogether 
blameleſſe , hee heares, 
\ AS A 
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To the Reader. 

A Puritan : But if in the 
leaſt caſuall errour obnox- 
_— then a Publicay, 
Laſtly, Ir is the glorie of 
the Goſpcll ro make the 
leaſt finnes vile in the eyes 
of the true Profefſours 
thereof, to the confuſion 
of Babel, with all her 
Crimſio, Criminal, Capi- 
tail, yet Veniall, yea Me- 
ritortous, Merctricious 
Sinnes. And it ſhall cuer 
bee the gloric of. the Mi. 
niſters of the Goſpell, as 
an cuidence of true grace 
in their hearts, when they 
ſhall with a mecke, yet 
magnanimous Spirit bee 
able to digcſt the ſower 
hearbes of malicious cx- 

prubations 


To the Reader, 


probrations caſt in their 
diſh by the profane Ad- 
uerſarie, and to anſwer 
them, as Dauzd did mock- 
ing Ac, with a noble 
relolution, / will yer bee 
more vile then thus, 07 will 
be vaſe in mine owne fight, 

Ina word, it any ſhal! 
beare himſclte bigge vpon 
{ſuch inſtznces asrhis ( of a 
man made nothing in his 
owne eyes) thinking ro 
purchalc {ome opinion of 
ianRicie to blaunch his 
monſtrous lurking luſts, 
by how much his mouth 
ſhall vent the more vene« 
mous Cenſurcs againſt it : 
let ſuch learne of the 
Heathen Poet : 


— _ 
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| To the Reader, 
Qut , ne tuberi2us proprys 


| 
offendat amicum, | 
Pofinlit, ionoſcat verrucis | 
illins ; £qunm eff 
Poſcenter veniam peccatis, \ 
reaaere rurſus, 


Who would bee glad not to 
offend 

With his (wolne bunches bis | 
azarc friend, | 

His warts muft pardon, (| 
This ts iuſt, | 

he parden craves, hee pare | 
don mu? 


But why ſtand we thus to | 

anſwer eucrie Obje&er « | 

Let this Booke anſwer for 

all, Read it. And if it will | 

not ſatisfie thee : Yet I 
; hope \ 


| 


r 
| 
[ 
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To the Reader, 


hope it will aboundan'ly 
latisfie him,for whorg it1s 
ſpecially written. 

Yet one vbicCtion more 
is : That in theſe looflec 
and liccntious times, it 
had beene more neceſſary 
toreach men the way to 
repentance & humiliation 
for ſinne, then how to find 
comfort, being humbled, 
For moſt men, thovgh 
ncuer {o {1ancfull, are apt 
enough to lay hold on 
Gods mercic, which yct 
neucrtrod the way of true 
repentance, thinking it 
ſufficient ( as the Thicfe 
that truſts to his Neck- 
verſe ) it at the veric end 
of the Race they can 

Worke 


To the Reader. 


force in but one foot, anc 
with a Peccani crowd in at 
Heauen Gate, For ſuch 
Ben-0nies moft will bee,to 
allume the name of Sores 
of Sorrow, but not before 
the giuing vp of the Mo. 
thersghoſt,that bare them. 
As thePheaix is not bred, 


but of the dead aſhes of 


the Damme. Moſt mcn 
being as loth to ſce their 
{linne dye, as Hagar her 
bond lonne. How many 
Tudaſſes willneuer repent, 
confellc, reſtore, but with 
the Halter in their hands ? 
Orat the beſt, as the Aras 
mites, going with Halters 
about their Hypocriticall 
neckes to the King of 
Iſrael, 


—— 
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Iſrael, to flatter God for a 
pardon. TheV ſurer builds 
no Hoſpitals, relicues no 
poore,rillke dy,nor many 
times hen, chooling ra- 
therro dyc, then make his 
W1ll. Balaam will but dye 
the death of the righteous 
as loth ro torgoe his was 

es of vnrighteouſneſſe, 
while hee liueth. Hce that 
lives a Theet, would dye a 
Martyr, though wee read 
but of ons thar did ſo. Ds. 
019, beate:s Ante obitii nemo 
(inthe worſt ſenſe) Eucrie 
one would be n: py, but 
not tiil deah, In iis 
regard then it. tad bcenc 
more requiſite to ſnow 


men their folly in defer- 
ring 


To the Reader. 


ring their repentance, till 
cither ſinne or ſickneſſe 
haue madethem ſenſclefle 
of thcir ſfinnes, or in put- 
ting off the payment of 
thcir debts, till the ſcore 
orow greater and greater, 
and they lefſe able to pay, 


turning at length quite 


Banckrupts : That ſo re- 
penting in time, they may 
enter in at the Gate of 
Mercie, before it be quitc 
ſhut vp,with an,7 know you 
93 : Depart yee workers of” 
aniquitie. 

Anſw. This obieQion 
( I confelſe )-is of ſome 
moment. Too many(alas!) 
are readie with 7o4b,flying 
to Jay hold cn the m_— 

0 


—— 


e 
| 


| 
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To the Reader. 
of the Altar, when yet 
they haue not made their 
pcace with King Salomon, 


the King of peace. Butin 


caſe any inordinate liner 
ſhall b? brough: to a fight. 


_ and ſenſe of his fin, while 


hee is yet meat-whole, as 
weſay : here he may, by 


' Gods grace,fhind comfort. 


And asfor that other tzske 
to teach men the way to 
repentanc?, others haue 
beſtowed profitable pains 
therein z and eſpecially of 
late alearnedandreucrend 
Predeceſlour of mine, M. 
Maſon, in his Tribanall of 
Conſcience. herein for 
the poiat of moralitie, in 


the examination of a mans 
life 


——_ - 
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life, he hath taken worthy | 
paynes, Onely I could | 
wilh, if his leaſure did ' 
ſerue, that hee would bee 
pleaſed ro add thereunto + 
a Rule tow to ex2mine a | 
mzns Errours in point cf | 
Faith, and of the ſound 
knowledge of theMyſtery 
of Chriſt. For where this 
foundation of ſound and 
ſauing knowledge is not 
rightly layd in the heart, 
as the foundation, what- 
locuer repentance a man 
goes about to frame or 
erect, 1t either falleth, as 
built on the Sand,or yani- 
ſherh away in an ayerie 
imagination, For the 
purpoſe: How cana man, 
that 


» 


ny 


Toth? Reader. 
[ tat either 15 Ignorant of 
the grace of Chriſt, of the 
| Golpell of God, and of 
the nature of Caving Faith, 


' or Elſe is arrogant in the 
 fingularitic of his owne 
, Opinion, whzrein he ouer- 


tweneth the whole foun- 
dation of Grace, euer 
come to true repentance 
for his finne 2 For true 
repentance is a ſpeciall gift 


of Grace : It 1s an imme- 


diatc fruit of ſauing Faith 
[luminating and {- inctify- 
ingthe heart, and whole 
man : and God O1UCS LS 
graceto no malicious enc- 
mie of Grace,but to ſuch. 
as hauing receined- ir, are 
thankefull for ic, as a gift 
ot 
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of Gods free grace in|! 
Chriſt, lowing from th | 
Fountaine of Gods cter- 
nall loue in cleQing vs in 


Chtiiſt , before the World | 


w2s. Sothat it may ſeeme 
a worthy worke, and ne- 
ceſſarie ( if any ) for the 
aduerſaries of prace,{wel- 
ling to a great height in 4 
thcſelaſt times, as if they | 
would bring another De- | 
Juge vpon the Earth : to | 
ſhow the way , how ſuch 
maycomelifit be poflivle) 
to the ackzowledgement of 
the Trath, to repentance | 
aod amendment of their 
Errours,and Sins,that they | 
my be ſaued, Onely itis a 
queſtion, whether their 
Errours 
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Errours vpkold them in 
thei Luſts,cſpecially Am- 
bition, and Louc of the 
World, or theſe their 
Luſts hold them faſt in 
their Errours, ButT will 
not ouer bouldly preſſe 
this Taske vpon any , it 
being both touchy and 


' tedious. In the meane 
| time, if any ſhall reape 


cither Confolation, or 


\ Inſtruction by this poore 
| Worke,ta the furtherance 


of their S2luationzand the 
adu:ncement of the glory 
of hin, who ſet me on 
worke,it iSthe Fruit of af 
my Lzsbour, and 7 rezoyce 
therein,yea and 1 will 
rerayee, 


The Contents. 
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CHAD. I. 

The fir# Conflict , or tral, 
wherein the Conſcience of a 
man Regenerate, apprehend- 
197 Goas wrath for ſin, 1s pe- 
rilouſly ſhaken. pag. 17 

CHAP. IT. 
The Comfort. How the Soule ts 


* reduced and reftored mmto 


Gods! fawony, and ſo, to the 
peace of Conſcience. p.34 
CHAP. III. 

Conflits with Gods people of- 
fended, ſpecially when the 
fasthfull Paſtor 14 affiifted 
for the leaft offence gwen by 
hin to hns Flocke. p-125 

* + Chap. 
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CHAP. ITIL. 


The Comfort. Shewing how 


Gods Mimifter may reconer 
Comfort ' of Conſcience, 
and that among hu offended 
Flocke. p-133 
CHAP. V. 

Conflicts, ariſing from the $4- 
cred ſocietie of the Muniftry 
offended. p,166 

CHAP. VL. 

The Comfort. How in thu caſe 
the pooxe forlorn Patient may 
find reliefe. P-170 

CHAP. VIT. 

Conflitts with old Friends and 

Familiars,growne ſtrangers. 
20 
CHAP. VIII, 

The Comfort. How a manmay 
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onercome, or, at leaſt, not be 


oftercome of the former Con- 
fit. P.21$ 
CHAP. IX. 
Conflits with an en! name. 
p-224 
CHAP. X. 


The Comfort. How #» thus de- 
plored caſe,the detefted Soule 
may [uſt aine it ſelfe,and hold 
out to the end. p.236 


CHAD. XI. 
Conflicts with the Enemies of 
the Truth. p.246 
CHAP. XII. 

TheNomfort. How in thu 
Confli& the Sonule may ſtay 

st ſelfe, and wind ont of it 
P-#57 


tat ate oet's) 


Errata, 

N the Latine Epiſtle ; page 

2.line I 3. for,untexuifle,yead 
intexuerim. p.3. /.g. r. dedig- 
nabimini.p.5 .4.7.r.miſericor- 
diam.p.$.7.10.r.Sanctorum. 

In the Booke ; p.57- 1.4. for 
Conftliitr.cooler.p.121./.19. 
r.credatis.p.145-.9.f.corrup- 
tion r.corrupts.24.24.f-com- 
ming#.winning,p.161.4.24. f. 
turning 7. teaching.p.180.4.16 


r.quid. p.210. is the margent, 


{.6.r.ardor: p.270.4.21.r.0uz- 
zle. Other lighter eſcapes the 
judicious Reader will eaſily 
correct. 
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PROEME. 


J O goe about 
= to virite of 
2 Conſcience(it 
k ſclfe being a 
(A Booke worne 
and borne about either in the 
Cloſſket of eueric mans Breſt, 
or at Icaſt in eucrie mans Port- 
mantue , wherein all tus par- 
ticular thoughts, words, and 
acsare recorded ) may ſeeme 
to bee a labour better ſpared 

B then 
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The Proeme, 


then ſpent. Yet conſidering 
how little vſe moſt doe make 
of this their Boſome-booke, 
how littletime they ſpend 1n 
looking th it, which though 
their maine Account-booke, 
yet they make leaſt account of 
It ; as the Traueller , neuer 
opcning his Portmantue, till 
hee-come to his tourheys end, | 
like the young Spend-thrifr, 
running euerie day vpon a | 
| 


new Score, but not once wil- 
ling either to looke into the 
Merchants or Mercers Book, | 
fauing onely ( for feare of the - }; 
Crocodile) by ſtarts, when he | 
comes to ſet to his hand for |F/ 
new commodities , or much |, 
leſle;to caſt vp the old Score ; 
and -againe, conſidering how 
either by the fall of «Adam, 
through the depriuation of 
originall and naturall light, 
p,. neg 
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the defaced Charafters of this 
moth-eaten Booke are hardly 
legible to his Blearc-eyes; or 
through the habituall cuſtome 
of deceitfull finne, the Con- 
{cience is growne ſo hard, as 
ſcarcely it will admit of any 
impreſsion; or through the 
gcnerall praciſc of ſinne in 
the world, it doth plead a pre- 
{cription, and hath learned to 
cloth it felfe in the habit of 
vertue,accounting the faſhion 
of the time a Law ſufficient 
to frame it {fe by : I haue 
therefore thought 1t not alto-- 

ether ſuperfluous, to ſpeake 
ering of Coding if 
not for the contemplatiue 
part in this ſo lcarned an age, 
at leaſt for the praicke, as 
more neceſlarie ; and if not 
for others profit, at leaſt for 
mincowne comfort, as more 
B2 voluntary. 


ee _ _—_ 


The Proeme, 
voluntarie, W herein (to win 
the better credit to this Di- 
{courſe ) I imitate the Chy- 
rurgion, who hauing ript vp, 
and cured the Impoſtume 1n 
his owne body, 1s carefull to 
improue his experience to the 
inſtracting of others , laying 
before them hisown infallible 
rule tor allto follow inthelike 
caſe. Nor am I afraid to lannce 
mine owne wound, ſo I may 
thereby both cure my ſelfe, 
and procure others fafectie, 


 Itisa foolith fre, or ſhame, 


that conceales the ſore, till it 
proues mortall. For, as Saint 
eAuguitme ſaith, It they bee 
miſcrabie, who feare to come 
ito their houſes, where they 
hanc a ſcolding wite : How 
much more miſerable are 
they , who are vnwilling to 
returne info their owne Con- 

iclence, 
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ſcience , lealt rhere they bee 
ouer-borne with the braw- 
lings of their finnes > To 
buckle with which,a Chriſtt- 
an courage and rcfoiutton is — | 
requiſite. We digge into the /74!:9-4d 
Bowels of the Earth (faith7; 
the Heathen man) that wee rerrmus 
may thence drayy forth ſome per=erri= 
gold : and that wee may poſ-/" 
fefle the chicte good, wee Are bonum oc- 
lothto ſearch our heart. The cupemm, 
Authour'of thoſe Sermons, 773%. 
e Ad fratres in Eremo, inſerted /er.gever, 
in Saint eAngnFtimer workes,; Pronerb. 
faith, Hee that truſting to his 
ood Confgience, negleteth 
bis good naime,15 cxuell. And 
ſuch 1s the inſeparable com- 
bination of theſe two,that on 
the other fide we may as truly 
ay, Hee that truſting to hts 
good name, negiects his good 
Conſcience, is cracil., Theſe 
B 3 two 
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two may not be ſeuered. «4 
ood name 15 a precious ointment 
ponred forth. But whence pou- 
red,ſauing from the pure Ala- 
baſter boxe of a good Con- 
Acicnce,the onely ſhrub,diſtil- 
ling the true Balme of Gr/ead, 
yeelding the fragrant ſmell of 
a good name ? Yet too too 
many (alas! ) are too cruell 
on both ſides; ſome, bearing 
themſelues too boldly vpon 
their good Conſcience , and 
not fearing in the meane time 
to abſtaine from ( at leaſt ) 
—_— of ecuill, incurre 
thereby an cuill report:others 
carrying all fairely without, 
to purchaſe a good name, yet 
looke not inward, that their 
Conſcience bee anfiverable, 
while therein lurke ſome 1n- 
wſible monſtrous corruption, 
ve1t pride, {elf-loue,ambirion 
Or 


CIs. 
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or the like enill habite. By 
which meanes 1t commeth 
too commonly to patle, that a 
good Conſcience is attended 
withan il name : and a good 
name vnworthily beſtowed 
vpon a man of bad Conſct- 
ence : So caſie are mifgiuings 
and miſtakings on all hands. 
Some can better get a good 
name,thenkeepe a good Con- 
ſcience; others ( yettheleſle 
vnhappy of the two ) canen- 
10y a good Conſcience, euen 
with the lofle ofa good name. 
And did not the innocent 
Lambe of God,for conuerſing 
with Publicans and Sinners, 
heare of the Phariſces, Behold, 
a plutton, and wine-bibber? S0 
fickle and falſe is fame,as well 
to miſ-apply (7#cifige to the 
good Conſcience, as Hoſanna 
to the bad. 

B 4 But 


4 
As. The Proeme, 
| But no maruaile , if men 
may bee ſo miſtaken in the 
| iadging of others Conſcien- 
| ces,whereas molt are decei- 
ued inthe diſcerning of their 
own. The Conſcicnce,like the 
heart , being ( through mi{- 
om of the 1udgement ) 
| Ter.17.9. deceitfull aboue all things. 
| And this comes to paſle ( as 


| wee touched betore ) by the 
| ſinulitudes between the good 
G and bad Conſcience. For, ( as 


_—_ ſhed, better then defined ) 
'___ therets,asagoodConſcience, 
and quiet; and a good Con- 
ſcience, and troubled : fo, a 

bad Conſcience and quiet,and 

a badConſcicnce and vnquict, 

A like ſymptomes 1n both, 

How ſhall wee then. diſcerne 

the good, from the bad Con- 


ſcience ? Surely thus. The 
bad 


Lib. ds * Bernard hath well diftingui- , 
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bad .Conſcience and quiet, is 
that , whoſe tranquilitie or 
calme is contracted either of a ,,,.,, 
benummedneſſe , and Cawle ds pecean- 
growne ouer it through long 4: ral 
cuſtome in ſinne, or RE o_ 
; peccati 

profound ignorance of the 
nature of f{inne , and of the 
Law of God, or from a pro- 
phane contempt of ſauing 
knowiedge , and the meancs 
thereof, and the like; ſuch are 
ſard by the Prophet to bee at Jer.q.8. 
caſe, ſetled vpon their lees, 11s 
not poured from veſlcll to 
veſſell : but the good Conict- 
ence and quiet, 15 that , whoſe 
peace, after trouble for ſinne, 
as a calme after a torme, 
floweth from no other Foun- 
tainc, but the mercic of God. 
m Chriſt apprchended; by 
Faith for the pardon of the 
ſinnes of the belicuing peni- 

= -—BY tent 
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tent ſinner ; as the Apoſtle 


| Ron5.1 concludeth , Therefore being 


mitified by Faith, we hane peace 
with Ged, through our Lord 
Teſs Chris. Hee that wants 
thisConſcience,flowing from 
Faith, whichlayerh one hand 


on the Sacrifice, Chriſt, ſay- 


ing, Lord be mercifull : and (© 
repentance, laying the other 
hand on ſinne, ſaying, To me 4 
ſinner ; can. neuer goe home 11- 
{tihed ; his Conſcience wants 
the true peace. And this peace 
and quiet of a good Conſct- 
ence is further ſctled by a 
irme purpoſe of pleaſing 
God in all good duties for the 
time to come. As the ſame 
Apoſtle faith, Pray for vs, for 
we truſt wee hane a good (, on[Ct- 
ence un all things, willing to line 
honeſtly. So that the good 
Confcience looks both wates, 

both 
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both backwards, finding true 
peace in Chriſts righteouthes 
by Gods mercie imputed,and 
by Faith apprehended , and 
applyed for the pardon of 
finne paſt : and forwards, 
with a ſincere purpoſe of re- 


formation,and conformitie to 


the Word of God for the 
time to come, willing, reſol- 
uing, and indeuouring toliue 
honeſtly. This 1s the good 

Conſcience,and quiet, 
Again,the bad Conſcience, 
and vnquiet,isthat,which be- 
ing ſtracke with the ſting of 
(inne , either with [xdas and 
eAchitophel,runs to the halter, 
as if that were the next way 
to heale 1t ; or by diuerſion 
ſkekestoput it off, as (amfals 
a building of Cities, and fol- 
lowing hs pleaſares, if ſo he 
may charme the Serpents bi- 
wng, 
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. ting, or skin ouer the wound, 


or weare out the. skarre and 
ruthfull remembrance, or {till 


the hideous cry of his horrid 


murther ; or by this kind of 


Dictamne, cauſe the mortall 
Arrow, ſticking in his five, 
tolooſen atvay. But the good 
Conſcience and troubled, is 
that , which for ſinne being 
humbled , and vpon repen- 
tance,through Faith, hearing, 
The Lord hath put away thy 
finne : yet as a woman with 
her after-birth, is exerciſed 
with gricuous conflicts atter- 
wards. It was Danids cafe ; 
after his abſolurion pronoun- 
ced by the Prophet from 
God, whercupon hee might, 
and did no doubt for the 
preſent find ſolid and aflured 
comfort; Yet how many a 
bitter ſtorme doth he = Ms 

in 
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in his ſoule? How many a 
ſharpe fit ? So that asa man 
inan HeAcke feuer, without 
intermiſsion hee crycth out, 


I3 


Thy hand ©" heauy vpon me ry Pl.32, 
and night. And, There u no PC38, 


ſoundreſſe in my fleſh , becauſe 
of thine anger, nor any rei m 
my bones, becauſe of my ſine; 
for mine iniquities are gone oner 
mine head, as an heauy buy- 
then, they are too heauy for me. 
Al his penitentiall Pfalmes 
breathe nothing elſe , but 
grcanes and fighes from a 
troubled Spirit. Yet all the 
while hee poſiciied a good 
Conſcience, though the irut- 
tion thereof was for a time 
to Hs greater humiliation, 
and exerciſe of his Faith, 
denied and ſuſpended from 
him. Holy P44! in that 
perilous Nawgation, _— 
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hee was comforted by the 
Angel with a promiſe of 
ſafetie for his owne life, and 
theirs which ſayled with 
him, yet arrived not at the * 
Port , without great difficul- 
tie, and with the lofle of 
the lading , and wracke of 
the Ship : So Gods Child, 
as Damd , though vpon re- 
_ for ſinne, hee haue 
is Pardon ſealed , and life 
ſccared , yet fo hideous are 
the ſtormes of renued re- 
morſe for ſinne , which ſtill 
lye beating vpon his brittle 
Barke, that hee muſt ſuffer 
much dammage temporal, 
before hee can , vpon the 
Planke of redubled repen- 
tance , waft and worke him- 
ſelfe, to reach the calme and | 
comfortable Hauen of delta. | 
This 1s that Conſcience, thar | t 
troubled | 
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troubled Conſcience, of the 
Confliats and Comforts 
whereof wee are here to 
ſpeake. | 
For as for the affi ted bad 
Conſcicnce, as of all ſach, as 
live in a knowne finne with- 
out repentance, and now and 
then are troubled with ſome 
fearefall qualmes comming 
ouer their ſtomacks, while 
they ſceke ro have not the 
cauſe, which is fine, but the 
cftet onely remoued : Wee 
purpoſe not to bee troubled 
with ſuch. In tuch cafes ler 
the Adulterer repent and bec- 
come continent ; the Drunk- 
ard repent,and become ſober ; 
the oppreſsingV ſurer repent, 
and - and become libe- 
rall to the poore; and fo inthe 
reſt. Otherwiſe , neuer ler 
them looke for any true _ 
Grt 
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fort and peace of Conſcience. 
Yet for their better inſtructi- 
on,ſfuch alſo may reape much 
hdpe by this Treatiſe, to fur- 
ther them in the practiſe of 
true repentance , thereby to 
obtaine true peace of Conſci- 
ence. For hcre we propounc| 
and defcribcthe caſe ofatrou- 
bledConſcience in the higheſt 
degree , together with the re- 
medies of 1t ; that ſo no trou- 
bied Conſcience, in any lcfle 
degree, or kind, might here 
faile to find comfort in time 
of need. For he that knowes 
how to cure the —_— 
wound, can the more 
caſily cure the 
lefſe, 
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CONFLICTS 
AND 
COMFORTS OF 
CONSCIENCE. 


CHAD. I. 
The firſt conflit or triall,where+ 


in the conſcience of a man re 
nerate, apprehending Gods 
wrath for ſin, i peril- 
loufly (5 chew, 


T 1s the nature 
day of all ſinme,once 
97 commitred, by 
| guilt ro affect 
the conſcience 
with a fearefull apprehenhon 


of Gods wrath both u_—_ 
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Corflitts and Comforts 

rall and eternall, as due tothe 
ſinner. It was decreed ſo in 
the Seginning by an vn- 
changeable law of God : 1» 
the day thou eatef thereof, thou 
ſralt dye the death. And no 
ſooner had eAdam tranſgrel(- 
{ed,but att horror {eaſed vpon 
his ſoule, hee heares Gods 
voyce, he feares, flyes, hides 
himſelfe : What's the matter 
now ? eAdam, where art thou? 
might God well fay; notm 
what place, butin what caſe 
artthou? ſurely the Serpent 
had left his ſting in e Adams 
Conſcience. Now hee is at- 
frighted with hearing Gods 
voyce but a farre cf, as of a 
Iundge ſending forth a Hue & 
Cry,or ſummons to the male- 
factor to appeare before him : 
whom before, he toyed to be- 
hold, as a durtifull ſonne, de- 

lighting 


—w© 


by 
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lighting inthe preſence of his 
cm as liberall father. 

Ob. Bute Adam wasafter- 
wards received to mercy, and 
that by a new couenant, of 

4 Grace(theold, of workes,kc- 
| 1ngvtterlyforteited) and that 
| | m and through -Chritt, - the 
| | promiſedſeed of the woman. 
3 4 Tsnotthen the caſe of mans 

Conſcience now altered ? Can 
| the member of Chriſt, the 
| veflellofgrace, theheire of 
life eternall, bee from hence- 

: | forth repoſſeſſed with any 
q {uchapprehenſion,as of Gods 
= wratheternall, due vnto him 
$ for his ſinne ? Farre be it. Can 
1 he who is once 1uſtified from 
x © ſinne by faith in Chriſt, 
- |. fall backeintotheſtareof con- 
demnation? Who ſrall lay any yan 
4 thing to the charge of Gods cho- - : = 
= | (en? It 14 God that inſt ifieth,who 11.29. 
Q ball 
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Ioh.23-1, ſhall condemme ? And are not the | 
Rom.8. gifts and calling of God without | 
35. repentance f And whom God lo 
weth, he loweth to theend ? And 
who ſhall ſeparate vs from the 
| 3 Pet.!.5 lone of Chriſt ? And are not the 
| cleft of God, kept through faith 
| by the power of God vnto ſalua- 
\ Heb,13.5 £0nfand hath henotfaid, 7 wil 
| wat faule thee, nor forſake thee ? 
| True : Notwithſtanding 
| ſach is the malignant poyſon 
| of {in euen inthe regenerate, 
| that though the domuuon 
| thereof be taken away,fo as it 
| camot lcad the faithfull away 
'  captineto deatheternall : yet 
| the gnilt of it may ſo ſeaſevp- | 
| cnthe Conſcience, the thicke 
| cloud of his fin may ſo eclipſe 
| Gods loning countenance 
from him, as that hee may fo: 
the time ſceme in his owne 
apprehenſion, to bee a very 
Calt- 
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of Conſcience. 
caſt-away z yea and that even 
then, when God 1s in Chriſt 
reconciled to him. Euen as a 
farher, when his ſonne hath 
offended, yea hath beene hum- 
bled for it,confeſſed it, intrea- 
ted pardon of his Father 
though his father cannot: put 
off the bowels of naturall af- 
fetion, nor ceaſes to loue his 
ſonne ſtill, but purpoſcrh to 
beſtow the inheritance vpon 
him, yet ſhewes him nothing 
but an angry cownenance, 
layesthe tos vpon him,threa- 
tens to diſinherit him, and all 
this but in lone & wiſedome, 


diſciplining h:s forme, both 


for the ſounder reformation 
of whatis paſt, and ſecurer 
preuention of further offences 
which otherwiſe hee might 
fall into. It 1s the Apoſtles 
compariton, #hom the Lord 

loneth 
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Conflict's ana Comforts 
loneth, he chaſtiſeth, and ſconr- 


geth enery ſonne whom he recei- 
 #eth. Our earthly fathers for a 
few dates chaſtened ws for their 
pleaſures, but he for onr profit, 
that we might be partakers of hus 
holines. N_gw no chaſtening for 
the preſent ſeemeth to be ioyors, 
but orieuons, yet afterward it 
yeeldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteouſneſſe, Vito then that 
are exerciſed thereby. And ſurc- 
ly of all other chaſtenings, 
none ſo terrible, as this of the 
Conſcience, being laſhed with 
the cords of 1ts owne finnc. 
All Tobs corporall att1tions 
Nd way comparable to this. 
What a lainentable voyce 
was that yttered by Dazzd, 7 
(aid, 1amcaſi out of the ſight of 
thine eyes ? And that, My Ged, 
my Ged,why haſt thou forſaken 
me ?* And infirutc the like wes 
full 


l 
WW 
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of Conſcience. 

full conflicts had holy Dawid 
with the apprehenſion of 
Gods diſpleaſure againſt him 
for his ſ{inne. There 1s no 
death, no hell fo terrible as 
this, when the blacke helliſh 
cloud of fin comes betweene 
the ſoule, and the ſim-ſhine of 
Gods fauourable counte- 
Nance. 

Ob. But how comes this 
ofthe nature of finne, ſeeing 
that not all, nor moſt ſinnes, 
do viſually cauſe this appre- 
henſion of Gods dreadfull dif- 
pleaſure in a mans ſoule? How 
many a couetous, voluptuous, 
ambitious, carnall-minded 
man paſleth away without 
touch of any ſach apprehenſi- 
on of Gods wrath ? yea, on 
the contrary, the more hee 
thriueth in the fruition of his 
ſinnefulldeſire, the more hee 

flat- 
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Conflicts and Comforts 
fattercth himfcite in the pre- 
{xmption of Gods favour to- 
wards him; whichis the or- 
dinary crror ofthe world, . to 
mcaſure Gods fricadſhip by: 
catward profpcrity z which 
Darids carnall judgement 
once had almoſt led huninto. 

e/n/w. 1t 1s not the na- 
curc, but theacceſſory deccit- 
fulnc{ſc of fin, growing from 
a habit & cuſtome of ſinning, 
wherewith the ſoule being 
poſicfied, bccomes ſtupitied 
and voyde of all apprehenfi- 
on (through Sathans inchant- 
ments, founding inthe cares, 
Mcercy,mercy,and clofingthe 
eyes{from oncelobking vpon 
the iuiſtice of God) of diuinc 
indignation. Yet allthis while 
{11n15notidle, butasaworme 
lyes gaawingat the ſtomacke 
of the dead conſoxnce, and as 

| the 
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the moth, doth by little and 
little inſenſibly fret away all 
the ſofter and tenacrer part 
of the ſoule, leauing nothing $5, /. 
at length, but -the Knotty ne /enſu. 
thred of an inveterate {tupid1- 
tie. Againe;there 1s greatdif- 
terence betweenethe linnes of 
the regenerate, and of the vn= 
regenerate. For although ha= 
bituall corruptions bee inthe 
one, as well-as inthe other, 

but inthe regenerate inherent 

and inhabitant onely ; inthe 
| vnregenerate alſo regnantand 
| predominant, though ſome 
| one corruption more conſpt- 
|) cuouflyandachallypredomi- 

nant aboue- the relt, as the 
| Bcelzebuborring-leader: Yet 
y thoſe indwelling inmates in 
| the regenerate, though they 
| be but as the Grbeonttes, capti- 
| | 
| uatedto /rael, andasthere- 
N C liques 
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liques ofthe ({, anaanites, made 
Judg:3+ Tributaries,butnot expelled ; 
though I'fay the. corrupt old 
man bee ſhbdued to the new 
man, . which after God in 
Chriſtiscreatedinrighteout- 
hefleand true hoknefle; ,ycr 
are they very grienous to the 
Saints, veing as thornes nt their 
fides, and prickes mtherreyes, 
moleſting them continually, 
and cauſing euenthe holie{t to 
exclaime, 0 wretched man that 
Rom.7. Iam, who ſhall deliner me from 
the body of this death ? W here- 
as-on the contrary, the cor- 
ruptions inthe vnregenerate, 
though raigning and raging 
laſts, yet are no whit trouble- 
ſome or. burthenſome to 
them,exceptthen-only, when 
by ſome outward impedt- 
ment they are croſſed, & can- 
not inioy their wiſhed deſire 
to 


of Conſcience, 


to the full ; orelſe when Sa- 
than ar the houre of death, or 
ſo, hauing hem vpon the hipp 
(as we ſay) or at aduantage in 
fome perillous temptation, 
preſents vato them the hide- 
ous ſhape of thoſe their foule 
enormitics,that ſo downe the 
precipice of deſperation they 
may tumble hcadlong mto the 
infernall pit. Againe,the Con- 
{cience, beth tor the naturall 
quicknefſe, and tenderneſie of 
it, 1s not vnhely comparcd to 
theeye. Now theeye thatis 
ſound, how 1s 4 offended 
with the lcaſt moate falling 
into it,nor 1s1t quiet, till it be 
quir of 1t > whereas the vn- 
ſound eve, hauing athicke and 
hard Filme growne ouer it, 
yet is not ſenſible of any 
Paine, though now deprined 
of tight. Theſoundeye1sthe 
C2. Call 
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conſcience of the regenerate 
man, whichis cftended with 
the leaſt moate of ftinne, yea 
with the very motion onely, 
crying out, who ſhall acliner ? 
but the vnſound eye 1s the 
conſcience of the vnregene- 
rate, which being ouergrown 
with the hard filme of habitu- 
ated corrupt humours and 
luſts, 1s nolefle voyde of the 
ſenſe of any trouble, then of 
the fight of his ſinne. 

Now, as the regenerate 
cry out of their inherent cor- 
ruptions &fſo, much -more, 
when vpon any preualent 
temptation, working vpon, 
and taking aduantage of their 
want of inſtant and conſtant 
watchfulnes oucr their ſoules, 
their corruptions breake || 
forth into (ar leaſt) ſome de= | 
gree of act,and ſo,asit cauſeth =} 

ſcat» F 
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ſcandall, hereupon their {or- 
row 1s infinutly aggrauated, 
and their ſoules calt downe 
into the very gulfe of horror 
and terrors of the wrath of. 
God. Now they arc wrapped 
inathoufand fad perplexities. 
Now they fall a arguing (£a- 
thans ſophilſtry being ready 
with his /criptzm ef) that 
ſurely God 1s become their 
encmic, that hee loueth them 
Hot, that hee hath caſt them 

| out of his fauour, diſcarded 

| thcmoutofthe number of his 

Saints; that they haue becne 
| but hypocrites all this while. 
ror thoſe that bee his, he kee- 
peth. He keeperpthe feere of his | eg, .. 
i Saints from ſlidmg. Thewicked g, 
are they, whoſe feete ſhall ſlsde in Pro 248. | 
axe time. And,T he Lord orde. Deut,32. 
reth a good mans going,and ma- $5, _ 


keth his way acceptable ro hin:- - "= 
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ſelfe. And, none ſhall be pre- 

ſented to Chriſt,as his ipouſe, 

_ butiuch as are without ſpott 
and wrinkle, ſachas are holy 

and withou blemith. And,the 

Angel reapers ſhall gather out 

of Chriits kingdome al things 

that offend, aud them hich 

do iniquitie. Vpon theſe Pre- 

miſes Sathan inferreth : But 

God hath not fo kept thy 

ket; thou art not free from 

ſpots, wrinkles, blemiſkes; 

thy life hath beene offcnhue, 

and thou a worker of iniqui- 

ty ; therefore thou art none of 

Gods Saints ; thou appertat- 

neſt not vnto Chriit; thou 

muſt bee culled and caſt out of 

his kingdome for an hypo- 
crite,for a Reprobate. Thelſc 

and the like aſſaults Sathan 
maketh againl{t the ſoule of 
| Gods child afflicted in conſci- 
Cncee 


| 
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ence for his ſtane. 
And noxe-poore ſoule,what 
wilt thou doe in . this cafe ? 
whither wilt thou: fly ? God 
hath with drawne hislouing 
7 Cceuntenance- trem thee, his 
word 1s drawne forth as a 
two edged {word to kill and 
cut thee off. And gow what 
Balme is left in Gucad for 
thee ? vhar Phiſitian there ? 
Not 45'this-confi& fora 
| ſpurt, andaway, butot long 
continuance : how doth .the 
poore ſoule' langaiſh with 
complaints. Day and: night 
thy hand xs heax y wpon me. Ay 
{oule ts ſore troubled ; but thou 
O Lord, how long ? And'what 
doth more adde tothe foules 
| priefe, then the continuance 
of a tecizous and ſtrong fit of Te,;c {4 
tempration ? It heauineſſe did ied 
iavure but for a night aud 109 re-P! eferre 
4 turne* 
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turne in the mornizg, it might 


the better beindured, though 
ſharpe for the time. The con- 
tinuall ftorme of 15 dates, 
without '1intermiſston, was 
very tedious and; terrivie-to 
thoſe in Parls ſhip. But how 
| tedious are thole ſtormes, 
wherein the foule and con- 
ſcience are toſſed, not for a 
tew dayes, but for many 
months,& yeares together. It 
a naturall child, for ſome of- 
fence, bee but tor a few aaies 
debarred from his louing ta- 
thers preſence, what a heart- 
griefc is it vnto him, how im- 
Re hee, how penitem, 
ow longeth hee to intoy 1:15 
fathers countenance againe ? 
If eLb/olon had not beene a 
raceleſie and ynnarurall ſon, 
Fs flue yeares baniſhment 
from the King his fathers 
face 
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face and fauour, had beenenot 

a little irx{ome to him; bur 
eſpecially thoſe two yeares in 
Teruſalem; ſo that his burning 
of /oabs field, might haue bene 
imputed to his zealous and 
impaticnt affeftion of ſeeing 
his father and not to his ſub- 
tilty, in ſo, making away 
through rhe very-fire, to his 
wicked amvition of vſurping 
the kingdome. But we ſpeake 
hcre of a naturail gracious 
{onnc, to whom the offence 
of a father isa burthen intol- 
lerable. This was Daxzids af- Plal.gt, 
fection,when hee was ſo long ** 
baniſhed bur from the viſible 
Type of Gods preſence and 
ace, the Arke of God. And 
till reconciliation,no peace. 


\ 
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CHAP. II, 


The Comfort. How the ſouleis 
reduced and reftored into 
Gods fanonr, and ſo to 
the peace of Cone 
ſcience. 


ut bleſſed be God, whoſe 
| 1 Cor.10 1 Iiithfillnefſe willnot ſuf- 
fer his Saints to be tempted a- 
bone that they are ablc, but } 
will giue the iſſue withthe 
temptation,that they may bee 
able to beare 1t : Who faith, 
Eſay 54. Fora ſmall moment hane I for- 
2,8. ſakenthee, but with great mer- 
cies will I gather thee; wm a litle 
wrath [ hid my face from thee, | 
for a moment : but with enerla- 
#ting kinaneſſe will | hae mer- 
cy on thee, ſaith the Lord thy 
F Reatemer, 
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E 


of Conſcience, 

Burby what meanes is the 
conſcience raiſed from this 
gulte of temptation, to the 
hauen and rocke of comfort ? 
How may Gods child come 
to get the v1Atory ouer fo ſore 
a conflict ?+ W hat? By conſ1- 
dering, God is mercifull. 
True : Buthe 1s nolefle wt. 
Or,bccauſc perhaps thou haſt 
raited of temporalland corpo- 
rall chaſtiſments;'that rherc- 
fore the bitterncfle of death 
15 ouer, and God 15 now PaCt- 
fied, and fatisfed for what 1s 
palt ? Indeed temporall cha- 
ſtiſements ought to be hum1- 
lations to thee, but can be no 
ſatisfations to God. For 
what proportion betweene a 
temporal puniſhment {nffe- 
red, and an cternell deſerued ? 
Or-betweene an infinite 1y- 
ſlice offended, and a finite pa- 

tence 
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| tience ſatisfying? No:mnldt 
| Micah G, Will redceme the leaſt finne 3 
>, not ten thouſand riers of ole 
| not the fir borne of thy body, 
li for the frune of thy ſoule. MN 0 
\'Plal. 49: man may redeeme his brother, or 
718 make agreement with God for 
him. It coſt more to redeeme 
their ſoules, That muſt be 


eatory umagmary flames can- 
not purge the ſtaine of, or {a- 
tisfhe Gods muftice tor the 
leaſt ſinne. Thar doArine 1s a 
meere dreame, blaſphemous, 
derogatory from the all and 
cnely fufticient ſacritice of 
Chriſt,that any thing elfe, et- 
ther their ſacred fire, or holy 
| 8:2, Water, as *they aFirme, bur 
te con- that precious blood, can purge 
74/ione away the leait {inne. 

| Or to let all chcſe alone, 


WCarc 


let alone for cucr. All Pur-" 


| thinkeſt thou that time will 
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| weare thoſe fts away 2 Or 

wilt thou drive them away 

' with merric compare : 2 Or 

| drioke them away, as good- 
tellowes do their melancholy« 
fits? Alas, this doth but add 

| more tue!l ro the fre of thy 

| Conſcience , whilc 1t aaucth 

| {inne vato fivne. This 1s 


rathcr to delay thy comfort, 
then to allay thy gr 1efe, 
Vhat courſe then wilt 
| thou take ?. To re:olue this : 
| there are ſundry ſpeciall and 
| Gcraine preferuatiues, keep- 
ing. the foule from finking 
viuter the Gulph e of a trow- 
| bled Conſcience. The firſt 15 
{ Faith, the ſawing, Inung, tuſtt- 
| tying > Faith, the nature wher- 
of, 1s ntuer to depart from 
| c God, but to cleaue vnto him, 
whatfoeuer come of it, and ' 
cucn agaunſt hope to belicue Rom.q. 
| vader 18» 
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vnder hope. Ir reſolues, 

Job 13. Though hee Te mee, yet will 1 

_ truft inhim. This Faith bc- 

PC 116. lieueth cuen in vnbeliefe. { ' 

10,11. Geliexe Lord,helpe my vnbeliefe. ) 
W hat a pcrplexcd ſpeech 15 
that of Damads ? I beliened, 
therefore haue ( ſpoken; I was 
greatly affiitted ; 1 ſaxd i in my 
baft,e All men are lyers. Daria 
both belicucd in the promiſe 
of God towards him, and y'ct 
through humane frailtie , in 9 
haſt,doubted of the ſame. He | 
1atd in his haſt, eAU meu are - 
tyers. And w hat riced he re- 
pent of that ſpeech, as{poken # 
10 haſt ? Are not all men 
lyers? But his meaning was, 
- he miſtruſted God in his haſt; ; 
thor gh yet hee” belieued, 
Notwithſtanding the Scrip- | 

EC28,16 ture faith, He that belieneth, © 
- ſpall wot make hat, Sucha | :; 

"5. \ mixture | 


of Conſcience. 
mixture 1s there in the Rege- 
nerate,of Faithand Infidelity 
at one and the ſame _—_ 
about one and the fame obieX 
This 1s that Faith, which ne- 
ucr fayleth a man 1 his vt- 
moſt extremutie, but ſupports 
him cuen againſt ceſpaire 1t 
ſcife. { ſhould witerly hane 
fainted, wnleſſe I had belieued to 
ſee the goodneſſe of the Lord im 
the Land of the Ltums. 

Obief. But how cana man 
both belicue and doubt, atihe 
{ame 1nitant , about-the ſame 
thing ? 

eArſw, There 1s in the Rc- 
generate, the Old man doubt- 
10g, and the New man ÞC- 
Lieuing. It 15 agatnit the pro- 
pertte of Faith to doubt. 
Doubting comes of the Fleſh, 
and belicuing of the Spirit, 
and theſe two are contrarie 

ONCc 
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one to the other , they fight 
one againſt the other 1n one | 
Soulc,as [acob and Eſar 11 one 
Wombe.. So that cuen then, 
when the Soule is like to bce 
ouer-borne with the tempclt 
of carnall diſtruſt, the ſeed of 
Faith, by a ſecret and inſen(t- 
ble, working for the preſent, 
being faſt rooted and riuctted 
mo Chriſt, as the Ankor in 
the Rocke, or the Tree-root 
the firme ground,preſerucs 
it from either wracke , cr 
wind-fall. Thus Dauid com- | 
| forts and chceres vp hisdcie« | 
| Pſal.4.3* cd Soule ; Why art thou caſs | 
downe, O my ſole ? «And why 
art thou diſquicted within me ? 
Hope thou in God ; for 1 ſhall 
Jet pray/e him, who ts the health 
of my countenance, and my 
God. 
Againe , Faith hath two 
| ſtrong | 


- 
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ſtrong ſupporters, to ſtay it 


% 


; from fainting ; The firlt 1s, 


the promiſes of God : the 

{econd, experience of former 

teclings of mercie. Firſt, 

Gods promiſe is the proper 

obict, and pillar of hope. 

Thus promiſe, 1s-not a word 

of courſe, buta word of Gods 

folemne Coucnant; a word, 

not tranſient, buc permanent, 

a word written, 11 2 morc la- 

ſting monument , then Lead 

and Stone. Ycathis promiſe 

1s confirmed with Gods — 

* Ozth, and ratified with his 13*"**" 

Seale, with the Pritue * Seale Rom,g, | 

of his Spirit, in cucric faith- 16+ 

tuli mans heart, and with thc 

Broad Seales, his two * Sacra- —_ 

ments. This promiſe of God , ,**u"* 

in Chrilt for ſaluation, Faith ef T w. 

*ippropriates to the beltcucrs ZeicChry /: 

ownſclfe; concluding, Faith- Gen.13. 
fu 1] Ser; $» 


42 


Math. 11 
23. 


Math.g. 


13. 
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full i he , who hath promiſed, 
who will alſo doe it. And as 
catan on the one fide 1s bufie 
to buzze into a mans hcad 
places of Scriptures, by. him 
veruerted , and mil-applycd: | 
{o Faith on the other iiGe op- 
poſes againſt him the ſweet 

promiſes of God : as, Come 
untome, all ye that are wearie, 

and laden,and I will refreſh you. 
I came not to call therighteons, 

biet ſinners to repentance. Nor 
doe theſe promiles belong 
onelyto thoſe, who hane not 
yer* buene cffeQually called, 

but to theſe, who, ater 
their cffectual] calling , have, 
through humane 1nfirmitie 
fallen into ſome finne. eAv, 


3 Ioh,2.1 chitdren, I write vnto yor, that 


you ſinne not ; end if any man 
ſoune,we "Wie an Aduocate with 
the F ather , Ieſus Chriſt the 


rt obteon; 


+a a4 P—__ wp 
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rt 'ohteous,and ne 1s the Propitia- 


: tzon for our ſinzes. Theſe, and 
\ the like promiſes of God, 


Faith laying hold vpon , are 
likethe hand of Chriſt rezck- 
ed out to ſinking Peter, (tar- 
ing the Sonle from pertſhing 


' in the Floods of Spirituall 


perturtations. E-vcept thy Law n - , « 7 

( faith afflited Damid ) had y,.1c.co 

beene my aelight, 1 fhozld then 

haue periſhed in mine affiiEti99. 

By Law, there, hee meancth 

the Goſpel, with the promiſes 

ol it. For elfe,the Law cauſeth Gat- 

wrath, and can miniſter no 

conſolation to the wounded 

Conſcience , tut oncly iends 

the Patient to the good Phy- 

{ttian, Chriit. It 1s one of $:- 

tans viuall ftratagems, to hice 

Gods promitſes , all hce car, 

from Gods child m time of 

Spirituall temptation, and to 
preſent 


—_ 
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2+iffs- preſent him, and wholly take ” 
- 114144 um vp with Tudgements, 
nan thereby to drive him to de- 
«ltera,f-ſpaire. Therefore,as a Tudge, 


| gwwnli- that heareth one partie, and 
cet feat ace 

| 

| 


rit hagd Felcrueth never an eare for 
eqs fuit the aduerie partie, muſt needs 
Sexecs bee vniuſt, yea, although hce 
haply pronounce r:ght tudgc- 
meat : So the ſinfull Soule 
looking altogether vpon the _ 
wdgement of God,and refer- 
wng neucr an eye, to looke 
vpon his mercic and promiſe, 
is like to proceed vniulcl 
againſt himſclfe,though ther- 
by hee pull ypon his Soule a 
ſt condemnation. But to 
prevent this, It ſtands not 
with the condition of the 
Children of the Promiſe, the 
Rom,9. blefled Seed , thoſe - gy of 
*,23* mercie, which God hath afore 
ordained unto glorie, that in 
then; 
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then: he might make knowne the verle 22. 
riches of hw glorie : It ſtands 

not (1 fay ) with their condi- 

? <Tion,to bee, as the veſſels of 


Lad 


' wrath , fivallowed vp of 
$s wrath , being ſelfe-fitted to 
: deſtruQion : But in the Chil- 


dren of the Promiſe, mercie 
ſhall truumph againſt 1dgec= 
"ment, when Faith in Gods 
promiſes of life ſhall ouer- 
come all difficulties. 
The ſecond pillar and prop 
? of Faith in the Souls faint- 
ing , 1s experience of former 
fruition of mercie. This was 42 
"Davids prattiſe, * I have con- PL77+ * 
fidered the dayes of old, &c. 
[ calt to remembrance my Song 
the night. Thus in hisdt- 
{trefle, hee calsto mind what 
ſwectnefle, and comfort hee 
found formerly in God , by 
thoſe fanuliar Solloquies, 
which 
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which his Soule did (ing vntol 
God by night, inthe gratetull 
remem/rance of his benefits. F; 
And P/z/me 143 complaining, 
1) ſparit us ouerwhel;ngd with- 
12 me,my heart within ne 15 de-F 
ſelate : Yer he comforts him- 
{clte with the meditation and 
memeric of Gods former |< 
gratious dealing towards hin ! 
verſe 4,5. And Pſalme 27, he! 

euen chailengeth God vpon | 


< 


y 


form r mercics, ſaying, Hide | 


Ls 


not thy face from me, put not thy 

ſeruant away 1 anger : Thou 
haſt beene m zy helpe leate me nit, 

mether forſake ne,oh God of my 

ſalratton. Thus vponthis ex- 
pericnce Dauid gathers fuch 

aſlurance, that though his Fa- 

ther and Mother forfake him 

( «And can a Mother forget, 

forſake her ſonne ? ) yerthough 
ſhce ſhould bee to vnnaturall, 

yet 


= < 


”y of Conſezence. 
vnto4<t faith God, I well not forſake 
ef $pce) yer, faith Dog, Execr 
firs, $oen the Lord taketh me vp. $0 
ling, har for the Conſcience at- 
virh, $i1Red, to recollect the expe- 
; d. iments of former mercies, 
im. hich the Soule once fweerly 
ang finioyed, is a ſolid grouud of 
;comfort, whereon to caſt the 
hin {Anchor of Hope 1n a preſent 
| he {{torme , yea and the ſecure 
_ Harbour alſo, wherein to re- 
7,4, poſe her (elfe, in a ſetledaſſ- 
thy ance of Gods loue, for the 
7, time to come, and for cuer. 
And the reaſon 1s, 1/hom God 
my logeth once tn Chriſt , hee euer 
.\ Honeth. The gifts and calling of 
God are without repentance. His 
bleſsing vpon his Children,is 
like that of //aac vpon /acob, 
1 haze bleſſed him, and he ſhall 
h He bleſſed. Balaamrtold Balack, 


ner 


- Gods 
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Gods vleſsing on his people 3 


Num.23+*God 72 npt as :214n,that he ſhould | 
£320+ Hye, or repent; Hath be ſaid it, 
and ſrall he not dos it * Behold | 
T hane receired commanadement 
to bleſfe and he hath bleſſed,and 
I cannot rewrer{ert. 1 
Obict}, But the mcmorie ' 
of former mercies inioycd, 
may ſcrue to miniſter to the 
attiited Souic for ſinne, ra- | - 
ther mattcr of more eriefe, | 
thcn of any 1oy , and rather to 
aggrauate our finnc , and id 
our ſorrow, then to redinte- 
orate Or renouate Our COm- 
tort. Whata corrofine was 1t 
to Danid's heart, trow you, 
after that his ſinne, to heare 
the enumeration of Gods ma- 
ny fagours and benefits to- 
wards him , mentioned by ' 
%, AXethantohim, asintheper- 
ſon of God ? Enough of it | 
; ſelfe, | 


C— — 


of Conſcience. 


 ſclfe, to wring from Damid's 
41\ gaulled and gricued heart a 
, | confcfSion with tcarcs, I haze 
4\ ſinnedagamitthe Lord. 
t eAnſw. Truc it is, we haue 
4 nofiycetcr , nor ſtronger tyes 
to {crue ani! obey God, then 
e| his bencfites towards vsz 
which as they are moe 1 
@ numicy (as hetharthath few- 
i |. eſt, hath fo many more, then 
eucr hce detcrucd } or more 
go | cxcclientin ther nature : So, 
| when at any time wee finne 
-. | againſt rhis our licerall Bene- 
i- | factour , all thoſe benefits 
it | ftand vp as witnefles againſt 
,, | VS, vporayding vs with ex- 
e | treme 1ngratitude and vn 
\. { Kindnefle ; as 1n the former 
,. | example of Dazuid. And con- 
y } fequently,in the Soules humt- 
-. | liation for fin, Gods benefits 
it } comming into remembrance, 
bs. 1 D doc 
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doe ſo accumulate and heape 
themichues vpon the Soule, 
that (as Tarpera, the Romane 
Damoſell, was preſſed to 
dcath with thoſe Iewels caſt 
vponker, which the Sabines 
wore on their left armes, the 
price contracted, for betray- 
ing to them the Capitoll of 
Rome ) ſhiee 1s now preſſed 
downe beyond all meaſure. 
That ſpeech ( Ft tw Brute) 
vttered by Ceſar to Brutus, 
might haue beene a ſharper 
Dartto pierce Brat his vn- 
kind heart, then his Poinado 
was to ſtabbe (ſar. When 
Toſeph was tempted by his 
wanton Miſtrifſeto folly with 
her.,he anfwers her, what ob- 
ligations of fidelity his Maſter 
had layd vpon him, in that he 
had intruſted him with all his 
goods, taking no account of 


him 


of Conſcience. 


him : and ſhould hee not bee 
Faithfull , not to violate that 
one Tewell, which alone hee 
had referucd to himſelfe? 
So that, if Gods many bene- 
fits he hath truſted vs withall, 
if theliberallallowance of all 
the Trees in the Garden, will 
not, cannot = they ſhould } 
reſtraine vs 
onely forbidden fratt of-finne 
(as certainly they would , if 
wee tooke but heed in any 
temptation to ſet Gods inm= 
merable,and ing {timable blef- 
ſings towards vs before our 
eyes ; which would make vs 
fay, as Joſeph, How ſhall I doe 
this great wickedneſſe and 
finne againſt God ? Bur alas 
wee are too forgetfull) Surcly 
then if we doe finne, all rhe 
other Trees 1n the Garden 
will be readie to fall vypon vs, 
Da a 


om the oneand Gen.z, 
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and prefle vs downe, not 
affording vs ſo muchas their 
ſhaddow, to hide vs (if poſ- 

ſible) from the wrath of 

| Math-9+Gods angry countenance, 
muchleſle to refreſh vsthere- 
with. Yet inthe midſt of the 
prefle of Gods benchts, 
| wherewith the Soule is now 
oppreſſed , Faith with hcr 
finger touclung vpon , and 

1 pounting vnto that cuerliuing 

| Fountaine of the grace and 

| mercic of God in Chriſt, for- 
| merly expericyced, finds cure 
for the iſſue of the bleeding 

Conſcicnce,cuenthen when it 

|| ſcemes to be quite ſpent, and 

| | OO ca{t behind Chriſt. So that, 

f 12" 1 fay not, that totheaffliced 

1 By Conſcience the mcmorie of 

I Gods temporall benefits will 

Jl bring comfort,no nor ſimply, 

3] of thoſe Spirituall mercies on 

Sil - - our 


- 
Pe CO 
hs 
__— 
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ef Conſcience, 

ur Soutcs formerly feit g ſith 
all of them may inſkiy vpbraid 
vs for or yngratious viing of 
them ; But leait rhe Soule 1n 
this conflict,of the apprehen- 
fon of Gods wrath deſcrued, 
ſhould bec fiwalloed vp, her 
rcadie way 15 60 have recourie 
tothe ſtabilitie of Gods lone, 
mercie , and grace in Chrilt 
towards vs, which hbauing 
once , and often formerly felt, 
and unioyed,we may recollect 
our Faith, and reſt aſſured, 
that wayting with patience a 
while, the Cloud will paſſe 
oucr, and the Sun-ſhine of 
Gods fauour vill returne vp- 
on vs. And thus wee may 
reckon Gods promucs, and 
our ſpirituall experiences of 
Mis mercies, as two preſeriua- 
tiues more. Onely this maſt 
bee remembred withall, that 


Þ, 2 the 
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the more experience we haue 
had of Gods fauours, the 
more it ought to drive vsto 
a greater mcaſure of repen- 
rancc ; which will follow fitly 
here , as a fourth Prefſcrua- 
tlue. 

The fourth preſcruatiue 
then of the Conſcience from 
periſhing vnder the appre- 
hen{hon of Gods wrath, 1s 
godly ſorrow ; fo called, 1 .be- 
cauſe it isa {ptrituall grace & 
giftof God. 2. becauſe as it 
commeth from God,ſo it go- 
eth,tendeth vnto, and endeth 
in God; ſorrowing, not fo 
much, that his 1uſtice1s pro- 
uoked, as his mercy abuſed, 
and his glory _ by 
our {1nnes. Herein it is oppo- 
lite to worldly ſorrow, which 
as1t ſpringeth from a guilty 
con{clence conuifted by the 

Clu1- 
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cudence of Godslaw refle&- 
cd vponit : So it reſpedtet! 
onely the worldly eſtate of a 
man, that he may {tillimoy 
the ſame, and prevent tempc- 
> rall judgements. This worldly 1 King. 
{orrow was in wicked Ahab, 2! 
and fo may bee in all Reprc- 
cates. But the godly forrovy 1s 
{o farre from regarcing the 
puniſhment de{exued, that if 
the godly Penitent had it put 
to his choyce, hee would ra- 
ther ſuffer the very torments 
of hell, then to have commit- 
| edrhe leaſt fin againſt God. 
This is true godly ſorrow, 
which chuſing rather todye 
the death, and to fry 1n hell, 
* then to ſinne againſt God : 
, hereby it becomes a ſtrong 
antidote again{t dc{paire. For 
what power, can cuen the 
Cames of hell fire haue onct 
| D4 that 


_ 
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that foule, which1s ſo drcn- 
ched inthe food of this god- 
ly forrow, one drop whercot 
be poore Dies had not to 
coole his tongue ? So that to 
deſpiſc hell torments in com- 
pariſon of fine, this giues a 
Superſedeas to Deſpaire, and 
ſeales to the penitent ſoute 
a ©retus eff, trom all feares. 
For how ſhall he now be any 
whit appalled with the appre- 
— TREES henſion of Gods wrath, that 
(21. willingly woula rather ſuffer 
; Fjaifte- his wrath in hell, then by fin 
= /a- 1ncurre 1t on carth ? Thus 
, _— =_ maging owſelues, wee ſhall mnt 
; poreſt : as be aged. [ mpoſlible it is,that 
mo a ſonne of this ſorrow thould 
| £4 27-ng PEriſhe Had that ſeuentimes 
| ce 4zgft. heated furnace any power at 
| mcther, all fomuch as to ſcinge the 
Ros gutcr garments of thoſe three 


| if that he - 
| Was a noble Confeflors, vhile they 


{ | Manichee Pre- 


' 
' 


f 
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preferred the ſuffering in that 
flame, bcfore they would 
once bow to the Tyrants I= 
dol ? inch aconfli& is godly 
{orrow. 

Againe, as godly forrow 
looksprimarily to Gods glo- 
rie ; fo,ſccondariiy,it reflects 
vpon the ſoulcs i peciall good, 
nameclv, faluation. For goa/y 
ſorrow worketh repentance unto 
faluation, not to bee repented of. 
Butas for any temporall end, 
or corporall benefit, or the 
fauing of this preſent lite, 
godly ſorrow takes the leaſt 
Care. The difference mm this 
point betweene godly , and 
worldly forrow, 15 lmely fer 
forth 12 thoſe two Theenes, 
crucihed with Chriſt ; which 


two Thecues, oncach hand of 


Chriſt, wcre a Type of al! 
mankind , of the EleXt, on 
Dy: hrits 


J7 


2 Ccr, >, 
1 Qs 


| 
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Chriſts right hand,and of the 
Reprobate on the left. All 
were Theecues in Adam's fall, 
And to redceme cettectually all 
his Ele&, Chriſt is numbred, 
crucified with, for Theenes. 
Now the one of theſeTheeues 
belicuing, confeſsing Chriſt 
vpoi the Crefie, what was 
the thing he aymed at?. His 
temporall life ? A repriuall 
thereof? Nothing lefle. Bur, 
Lord remember me when thou 
commeſt into thy Kingdome. 
And how did hee anſiver his 
telow Theete, but not fellow 
Saint ? Feareſ# thou not God ? 
Wee are righteouſly here; wee 
ſuffer condrgnly. Such 1s godly 
torrow, humbly ſubmurting it 
felt: to all torments , as duly 
deſcrued. When on the con- 
trarie , the obſtinate Theefe 
tus celire was all for his tem- 

porai] 
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poralilife : If thow be Christ, 
| ſane thy ſelfe aud vs. As if 
Chriſt's ſauing of himſclte, 
had beene the way to fauc 
them. This 1s all the ayme of 
| worldlings, to bee no further 
for Chrilt, or Religion, then 
Chritlt andReligicn will tcrue 
their temporal] turnes ; at the 
vtmolt,deliring (it they mult NUme2Ze 
necds at Ingth d: & ) to dye 
the death of the righ trons, 
| and thatthcir laltend' may be 
like his ; the conctous maty 
will then ( becauſe hee mult ) 
recome licerall , ging all 
from himſeltc w hen hee Can 
keepe it no longer : the drun- 
kard will then aye avitert- 
ous, becauſe he can drinke no 
more : the ambitious Tempc- 
rizer weuld dyc a Child of 
the Truth, when by ncutralt- 
zing hee can riſe no _ : 
tne 
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the Pontifician Prieſt would 
dye inthe garment of Chriits 
righteouſneſſe imputed , ra- 


-ther then in S. Frances Cowie, 


when now hee can gaine no 
more fiull offerings by 1mpo- 
{ing vpon the {imple ſeduced : 
but now to doe this re zntegra, 
in their health , while they 
may yet lue longer, and 
get more wealth, and _ 
more merrie dayes, and riſe 
higner, and liue like Abbey 
Lubbers, they hike not to-bee 
like the righteous man. 
Againe, godly forrow nc- 
ucr gocth alone, but 18 accom- 
panied with fincerc and inge- 
nuous confetsion of ſinne to 
God. Till Da#i4did this, hee 
wes exceedingly troubled and 
tormented 1n Conſcience. 
How pittifully complaynerth 
he, P/at.32.#/hen I kept ſilence, 


"ny 


of Conſcience. &1 
bones waxed old, cc. 1 ac Plat. 32» 
kvowledged my ſmne vato thee, 2'F 
| and mine. imquitie hane { not 
kid; I ſaid [ w: 1] confeſſe my © 
tranſere(ſ rons vato the Lord,and 
i thor forganes? the iniquitie of 
ny frane. Here Dazia' sgodly 
ſorrow breaking fort ” and 
venting it {eife 1n an bhirrn 
confe{sion of his finne to 
| the Lord, bringcth caſe: and 
|| comfort to 11s "Soule 5 euen 
' as a turbulent wind , 116- 
| caſe and pent - the bow- 
—1| els of the Earth a th 
| A tcrrible Exrth- -quak >, not 
| cealsing, till by hand rup- 
| ture it have a vent. Or as 
the ftomacke , {triufng with 
} {ome indigeſtible morſetl, . .- 
| Iich the inordinate 2 »PE= (on 
i Wh ne inordina appe- pts" 
tite had ſwallowed downe, 
1s not eaſed , till the ſame 
bee rendred backe againe. 
| | Os 


| 
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Or (as the iuvgling Fryars 
make the {1mple belecue) as 
the ſoule of ſuch arich Churle 
departed,cannot beat reſt, till 
{uch his 1l[ gotten gocds dee 
reſtored to the owners,at lealt 
to ſome religious Count. 
No,nor then rcither , {ithnot 
before. 

One ingredience more 
would here be added,as nccel- 
{arte to cauſe our gcaly for- 
row to worke the more kind- 
ly and «ftectually, to reccucr 
{ound health to the ſoule. For 
itmay ſo cometo paſſe, that 
the offence, which the world 
hath takenat a mans finne, 
may affect a mans heart ſo 
muchthe more with ſorrow, 
becauſe it hath broughta d1f- 
reputation vpon his perſon, 
and a ftaine vpon his good 
name ; whereas ctherwiſe 

PEr- 


_— 


of Conſcience. 
perhaps hee would haue made 
light of that ſinne, being con- 
cealed from the world, and fo 
hane {till continucd in ir. And 
againe 1t oftentimes, yea too 
viually comes to paſſe, thar 
tor want of {ound and ſolid 
repentance for former {innes, 
God ſuffers his child cuento 
fall into ſome {candalous fin 
with the world, that fo at 
length hee may beethroughly 
calt downe for all, and come 
toa perfect harred ofall {inne. 
And ſurely one finne ſoundly 
and thorowly repented ct, 
doth mightily and marucl- 
louſly arme a man apainit the 


rempters aſſaults for thetime- 


tocome, if1t be but attended 
with a {tnall guard ofa wary 
watchfulnefſe : Whercas on 
onthe contrary, repentance 
{lubbered ouer, and dallied 

with 
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with, cauſeth the enemy to 
grow much more audacious | | 
in new aſlaylments, while hee 4 
obſcructh vs the lefle able to |. 
reſiſt his batteries, by how 
much we haue beenc more re- 
miſſe and carelcfle 1n the ſure 
making vp of later breaches, 
As a wound, not throughly 
healed,but $kinned oucr, fe- 
ſtereth, & bccommetha grea- 
ter fore. Or as phuſicke, not 
working kindly, doth but fit 
the body for more diſeaſes. 
For thus caufe then, that we 
leaue no one corner of our 
deceitful hearts vn{wept and 
vnranſackt, . it 1s behouefull 
tor VS to call our ſeluesto a 
ſtriF and {eucre account for 
all our former old finnes, and 
vpon a meline inquirendum to 
enter into tudgement with 
our {clues a irgſhyfor them, as 

finding 
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finding them now guilty of 
Treaſon,which before happi- 
ly we condemned but of petty 
Larceny z when as now wee 
may wſtly deeme, that for 
| want of due hnmiliation and 
ſorrow for them, they (asa 
theefe ſaued from the gal- 
lowes,that ſhould haue beene 
put to death) haue beene rea- 
dy to cut our throate, by lea- 
ding vson to the more bold 

; committing of ſinne. For as 
; we prophecy in part, ſo wee 
raiſe repentance, and all 0- 

. ther duties in part. And the 
| more 1mpertiext our repen- 
| ranceis for ſinne pat, weeare 
| not onely the more :veake to 
'* ſtandout and reſt{t remptati- 
ons, and to ſ{nabduc- the rc- 

| - mainder of our corrnptions, 
| buttheturther ſhort we come 
| ofthe inioying of thote ſol: 
| CO321- 
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comforts of Gods Spirit, 
which itpourcth in greater a= 
brindance 1nto the moſt pent- 
tent ſoule : So that for the 
greater {trengthning of the 
wounded foulefainting vnder 
the waight of ſome great 
temptationfor a new finne, it 
1s neceſſary to renew our re- 
pentance 1n a greater meaſure 
then cuer, for all our old fins ; 
that ſo the more ground wee 
{ow with godly ſorrow, wee 
may reapethe more plentifull 
harueſt of conſolation. This 
was Dazids practiſe. In his 
old age, and ypon thatgreat 
{inne of his, hee _ the 
Lord ot to remember the ſinnes 
of his youth, which no doubt 
he had long agoe repented of, 
but now vpon ſo fearfulla 
fall, being | wal aground by 
therempelt of temptation, he 

Cat 
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cannot bring his veftell off a- 
gaine, but with a greatcr 
{pring-tide of teares,in a re- 
dubled repentance. 

Burt many are ſo mealy 
mouthed, that for ſhame, cr 
pride, they will not contcfſe 
(atleaſt, in particular,as Da- Pr90-28. 
nid, * This ezill) this or that hk Cat. 
ſpeciall finne to God. Bc-5 1, 
cauſe many times thereupon 
depends a neceſsity of reſtitu- 
tion and fatisfaRion to man ,,, ___ 
for the offence done, witiout mirriewr 
which,confeſsion to God, 1n percarr, 
ſuch caſes, is vaine. For thie fin 9, 7 of 
1s not remitted, wvnleſſe the storum. 
wrong to man (if it be pofst- 12+ 
ble)be ſar1sfed. Inthe Law, 
robbery, cozcnage, violence, 
periury had a facrifice for it, 
but he muſt withall make full 
rel{titurion according to the 
Law, the ſame Gay of his ſa- 

crifice, 
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crifice; fee Lemit. 6. 2,3,4,5, 
6,7. 
The fifth Prefcruatiue of 
Conſcience , Giitrefled. with 
the tcare of Gods ditpleature, 
1s Prayer. O the {iweet and 
foucrain helpe,which Prayer, 
frequent, feruent, faithfill, 
humble Prayer fubminiſtreth 
to the Soule, when plungcd in 
the deepth of perplexed do- 
lours! As Dama, in that 
ſhort, bur pithy Penitentiall, 
Ont of the deepes hane I cryed 
onto thee,O Lord. lonas prayed 
vnto the Lord his God out of 
the Fiſhes belly, Yea, Oxt of 
the belly of Hell cryed I, and 
thou heardeſt my voyce. And 
when Dari 1a1d in his haſt, 
1 am cat off from before thine 
eFes : Wewertheleſſe ( faith hee ) 
thox hearde(t the voyce of ay 
Jupplycations, when 1 eryed unto 
AMO» 
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thee. Prayer 1s. of force to 
bring againe the dead Child, 
to rayſe dead Lazar, cuen 

the ſtinking Soule, our of the 
' Graue. Noplace, nocaſe of 
calamitie, Spirituall or Cor- 
| porall , whence Prayer may 
not procure dcliucrance. 
Onely out of Hell 1s no deli- 
ucrance. Why? They pray 
not there ro God, Inthe Pa- 
rable, Dies prayed, but to 
; eAbraham, to a Saint, not to 
God; enough to cauſe his 
prayer to be rezefted, as not 
worth a.drop of cold water. 
: A good cxample for all fuch 
Clyents,as inuocate Saints for 
their Aduocates. A practiſe 
! learned from Dixes m Hell, 
but which findeth neither 
Precept nor Pronuſe 1n the 
Scriptures, and fo can hope 
forno better liuccefle. 
| Now 
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Now among the many ad- 
mirable vies and effects of 
prayer, two arc of ſingular 
note : the fir{t,thar prayer 1s a 
moſt effeuall antidote to 
preuent the committing of 
{inne. What neede I ſpeake of | 
cheinfinite experiments my | 
{elfe haue found in this Kinde ? 
Let encry child of God bur 
take notice of his owne 
proofes herein. For my part, 
how many forcible temptati- *» 
ons, prouocations, inuitati- 
ons, occaſions to ſinne haue 
made battery vpon this weak 
Fort, when it hath beene rea- 
dy to hang out the flagg of 
parle, and of yeelding : and | 
onely prayer ſteps berwcene, 
working a ſiddaine & ſtrange 
alteration in the affections ? 

It bringeth a freſh ſupply of | 
of grace, fortificth the wea- 
keſt |} 
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keſt places, repaireth the brea- 


cauſeth the enemy for that 
time to retreat. 1 could pro- 


duce ſtrange inſtances in my 


{clte, but I ftorbeare. Nor ts 
there any lawfull affaire of 
this life, but if prayer haue an 
oare in it, it makes the better 
way to arriueat the wiſhed 
port. Butfor the preuenting 
of tinne,and reſtraining ofour 
inordiate paſs1ons, 1tis ina 
manner the onely effectuall 
meanes. Neuer hath any 
temptation further preuailed, 
but as prayer hath beene neg- 
lected ; Tam furethis 15true 
in mine owne experience. 
And ſurely where the daily 
practiſe of prayer isnot,there 
it 1s no maruaile, it Sathan 
keepe hisreuels. Daxzid,no- 
ting the many __ 
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and abominations of wicked 
men,and periccatingTyrants, 
hee renders the reaſon of all, 


Pfa. 1444 They call not p93 the Lord. 


But doc not {ich men pray ? 
Yes, thcy mayz but as the 
Phariſees, 11 an outy ard for- 
malitie, and vndcr « colour of 
long prayer , they denoure 
wic.dowes houſes. W hoare 
more for a ceremonious and 
{olemnc tormaliric of endlefic 
and {upcrititiousprayers,then 
the Church of Rome, which 
yet the Holy Ghoſt {tylcth 
the great VV hore ? Can tuch 
blind praycrsbe cffectuall, but 
to pull down vengeance vpon 
their hcads, which by ther 
Pompous folcmnitic have v3- 
dermincd the veric ground- 
worke, and Pillar of all trac 
Religion and ccuotion , the 
preaching of the Word, now 

rurned 
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| turned into Maſle and Mating 
| But no maruatie, if the Seuen= 
\ | branched guldenCandleſticke 
| be therercmoued, and turned 
; Into an Idoli-Altar, w hcre 

the verie* Light of Deuotion *Prayer 

is quite put out, and the Oyle 17 40 whe | 

arycd vp. wo rongue. | 

The ſecond principal vſe | 
| of Prayer,is, aftcr a man hath 
| decneouertakenwithatemp- 
tation in any degree, tending 
- artlealtto theactuall commut- 
ting of ſinne, and to the fulfil 
” ling of it in the luſtthereof, 
to rayſe vp the humbled Con« 
{cience to a hopetull expecta- 
tion,toa conitant aftance,and 
in fine, to a comfortable frui- 
tion of Gods mercie. Weſce 
what ſtrong cryes D-awd (all 
along the molt peereleffe pat= 
terne of praQick pietie in this 
kind) lifted vp,when hisſoule 
E | was 
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was caſt downe tor his ſinnes 
asall his Peniteutials, butſpe. 
Cially the 5 1, doe witnefle, 
And ſurely had not the ſfinne- 
ans | Soule acceſle to the 
Throne of Grace,and Mercie 
by the meanes of Prayer,whar 
hope were there ? Nut Prayer 
is like Noah's Doue, which 
—_— brings the poore 
ſinner tidings,that theDeluge 
of Gods wrath is aſſwaged, 
and in token thereof preſcnts 
him with the Oliue-branch 
of peace and reconciliation. 
Or as when God is on his 
March againit vs, with his 
grcat Army of terrible Indge- 
ments, Prayer 1sthe Hcrald, 
ſent to make an humble treaty 
for truce. And therefore in 
all Spirituall covflits,there 1s 
no ' weny which Satan goes 
about more to diuert from,or 
EA . cifuurbe 
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| diſturbe in,then this of Pray- 
er. Yea, he 15 readie to pre« 
ſent atnan with, and to foiſt 
1n,a thouſand by-occafions,or 
cogirations, either about our 
' Protits or pleaſures, thereby 
to dinert the Soule from prat= 
er,periwading a man, he may 
doe that as well another time, 
asnow. Andit ismorethen 
proaable,that Daxid wasthus 
carried away, when, for al- 
moſt a yeeres ſpace, that ſinne 
of his m the matter of Vriah, 
and Bathſpabe, lay as a char 
| medScrpent, ſleeping in his 
boſome, vnrepented of, till 
Nathan came,and by his Rid- 
dle ynchermed it, and fo 
rowſed him from his Le« 
thargie. 

Obie, But did not Dama 
all that while excrcife the du- 
tic of Prayer ? Had henotar 

| E 2 tail 
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leaſt the Arke in his Court, 
and there his morning and 
eucning Sacritices of Prayer ? 

eAu{w. Nodoubt. Bur it 
islikely, hee contented him- 
{clfe with the publike ſolemn 
Scruice and Sacrifice of Pray- 
er , neglecting in the meane 
time his morc intimous and 
priuate deuotion, wherein hee 
ſhould haue more punRually 
humbled his Soule, caſt him- 
{clfe downe naked in Gods 
preſence , and made ſpeciall 
{upplication for the pardon of 
his finne,and {o have demean- 
ed him(ſcite in his holy.wraſt- 
| ling with Godinſecrer, as he 
could not doe 1n publike with 
any decorum,or without bec= 
ing cenſured by men,of indit- 
cretion or folly ; As Hannah 
for her zeallous prayer was 
thought of El; to haue beene 
drunke 
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dranke or madde. Or atleaſt- 
viſe, not intermitting his 
times of priuate prayer, yet 
hee remitted of char feruour 
and zeale, of that extraord!- 
 narie ſorrow, and teares, re- 
; ng for obtaining the par- 
on of ſich a {inne. Or if 
among other his finnes hee 
bewayled this ſinne, yct hee 
went not to the quicke, hee 
ſcarched not the wound to 
the bottome. His repentance 
as yet was but an ordinarie, 
and © everie-oay-repehtance , 
whereas his extraordinarie 
fin required an extraordinarie 
ſorrow. Hee might allorhe 
while pray for mercie and 
pardon, butnot ſoctfettually 
m, and heartily for fact a men- 
|  ſaxe cf mercie, as is finne 
| | required. And the reaton that 
| his repentance , and confc- 
| F- couently 
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quently his prater for pardon, 
at the beſt , was not yet ſo 
ſound ,as it ought (which was 
the cauſe, that as yet he found 
not that comfortable fruition 
of Gods favour and mercic,as 
afterwards vpon his more {c- 
rious repentance ) was, his 
want of due conſideration in 
waighing the horriblenefle, 
and hugeneſſe of his ſinne. 


' 2am. yy For when /oab's meiſengey 
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_—_ Daxid word of Yri- 
ali's dcath, hec made no more 
of it, but returnes Toab this 
anſiver, Let not this thing diſ+ 
pleaſe thee ( inthe meane time 
it ſhouid more haue di!plea- 
ſed thee, oh Damnid ) for the 
ſword dewonreth one, as well 4s 
another. Thus he colours oucr 
tis murther \withthe chance 
of warre. Or bearing himſelfe 
ypon being King, perhaps he 

might 
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might applaude his owne wit 
infucha prittie inuention,be- 
mg tconded with a fucceſ]- 
full exccution,thinking it bet= 
ter, that cuena loyeil, and in- 

} nocentſubiect thonld periſh, 
then the Kings honor receiue 
the leaſt blemmith ; though 
indeed hereby it was the 
more . fowlly ſtayned, and 
 euen donble dyed with that 
crymſin ſinne. Asthoughthe 
committing of a new finne, 
ſhould helpe to expiate the 
former. Or asthough for de- 
filing V/7iah's wite, hee ſhould 
make amends in taking away 
his life. Bur thus by going 
about ( politickly as hee 1ma- 
j gined ) to hide his ſ{inne of 
y | Adulterie, hee rayſed the Hue 
and (ry of innocent blood to 
| proctatme and paint 1t out to 
| altheworld.Inwhart a fooles 
E 4 para. 
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paradiſe was Danrd all this 
while, trow you? But the 
Prophet X\ #than puls off the 
Viiar, and lets himfſec his 
monſtrous rwo-faced finne. 
Hedifplaies the Arras, wher- 
in the whole ſtorie of his fin 
was liucl, expreſſed, which 
Dazzid had all this while kept 
foldcd vp;and caſt by in a cor- 
ner. Butnow by Gods mercie 
comming more fadly and 
wHtly to take a view of it, he , 
ſuddainly breakes out into 
| this lamentable voyee, [ have 
| 2Sam-12 ſired agamift ' the Lord. 

Whereupon, and not before, 

he heard, The Lord hath al/s 

put away thy ſrane. For as Am- 
Lib.\de broſe notcth , wee ſeidomne 
Paradiſo, Come to know ſinne, till at.cr j 
*-14* committed,which beforc,ue 

accounted no finne; Yea tilt 

wee come to fecle the {marr þ 


4 
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of it,inthe puniſhment either 
ofaffiitions ,Or guit of Con- 
{cience quickned yp,or ſhame 
of the world, or ſharpe de- 
nouncing of Gods 1ndoments 
DY his Pr, opnets , as here | DY 
NW ath.in oo David. And DCL= 
haps all c!1s wile D2#4,0ut 
Of a Concett, that his tinne vas 
4 6188} AGE publicke to the 
world, was th ic fic troubled 
in Conſcience Or it ; but now 
beginning co perceiuc , that 


pub Iickenotice was t: ks ch of 


It, itbeganthe more to work 
vpon him, 11 regard 0 the 
{candall. And farcly well it ſo 
might. For of at: fines thoſc 
that are {ſcandclous, doe moit 


deepely | nicrce the haart of 


C30 Ss Child , | making there 
frchay -ound, A4S 1S no reafily 
cured ; but w -hile hee liueth, 


will proone a heart-fore to 
B 4 him- 
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himſelfe, as it hath beene an 
eye-ſore to the world. Thus 
by one meancs or other wall 
God bring his Children vpon 
their knees,if a kindly ſorrow 
vv4ll not vvorke 1t,a publicke 
ſhame ſhall. 

Thus ( to returne vvhence 
vvce digreſied ) effectuall 
prayer for the pardon of finne 
Hueth not, but from true and 
vnfained repentance , as this 
from a true knowledge, and 
due eſtimate of our ſinne, 
Though that vvhich helpeth 
to expreſle and vvyring teares 
from Dad's heart, vvas the 
enumeration of Gods fauours 
towards him by XN athan, 
deeply aggrauating his ſinne, 
and making it out of mcaſure 
ſinfull; as we touched before. 
As Peter, after his three demi- 
als, thinkes nor yet vyhat _ 
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had done, till the Lord lookes 
vpon him, and then the veric 
refletion of that gratious 
countenance of his deare 
Maſter, checking him tor his 
ingratetull difloyaltic, yet as 
the Sun-beame thawing and 
melting his veric heart, fro- 
zen by the High Prieſts fire, 
cauſeth him to goe out , and 
weepe bitterly. 

The ſixt preferuatiue 1s,the 
example of the Saints, who 1Cor.ra 
haue beene raiſed euen from \** 
fearful fals. Nor ſtand they for - — 
cyphers;they are recorded to ad- 

»29nih, and to teach, that wee 
through patience and comfort of 
the Scriptures might haue hope. 
Firit (1 fay) the examples of 
the Saints fals admonith vs to 
beware offin, leaſt encn then, 
when we ſeeme to ſtand ſu- 
reſt, wetake afall. Sceondly, 
they 
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they reach vs, thatif we have 
fallen, and that in our faireſt 
way,where we neuer {Lſpect- 
cd falling, we ſhould notlye 
{l,bur ſpeedily get vp again. 


Nor let any man be our of 


hope for the greatuefle of his 
fall, as1f it were vnrecoucra- 
ble. For if he looke vpon the 
examples in Scripture of this 
nature, he ſhall inderhem to 


be ofno meane ranke, but of 


higheſt eminencie, 1t we con- 
der either the greatneſle of 
therr perſons,or the grieuou!- 
neflc of their fals. Darmid, as 
great a Prophet, as a Prince, 
and no lefie eminent in grace, 


| theninplaceand calling, yet 


how foule was his fall into 
thoſe two moſt feartull ſinnes 
of adultery and muxther, and 
bothout of meaſure aggraua- 
ted by the manifold circum- 

{tances, 
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!tances,both per ſonall ana re- 
all, attending the commuting 
of them ? Filozzos ,A glorious 
type of Chriſt, a Zedidrab, be- 

| Joued of God,indued with in- 
\ comparable wiſcdome; yet 
how tell he by two matchlcite 
{1nnes luſt and idolarry,voher- 
inalſo belay along time?And 
| thar(which made "a ir finnes 
{o much the more damnable) 

; | they both fell intheir old age, 

| 


which takes away from them 

all excnſe or plea of youth; | 
zoth of chem aboue fifty. In IXin.1 1. 
tume ofthe Goſpell, yea int! he +» 

very corporall preſence of 

Chriſt, Peter, though a prime 

Apoile, a chiefe villar, yet 

| how earefuily fell hee into a 
| flardemyall, diſclaiming, and 
| abiuring hisdeare Malier,and 
| that withdircfal! 1mprecatt- 
ons, and execrations vpon 


| Tor 
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kimſelfe, if heeſo much as 
knew him 2 Nor wanted it 
aggrauating Circumſtances, as 
his Maſters late immeclat2 
premonition, his owne aclibe- 
rate rcfolution, and proteſta- 
tion tothe contrary, a weake 
wenches breath, his owne {1b- 
boleth,or lifping Galileanlan- 
guage bewraying him, his 
Malters preſent deplored con- 
dition , necding- rather faſt 
friends to backe him, and 
faithfull feruants about him, 
to own and honour him, then 
ſuch rencgadoes toaddeto his 
aftiiction, ſeeing alſo this was 
the laft ſeruice and honour 
which Peter was like to doe 
toxhis living dying Lord. 
Hereunto might we adde ma- 
ny morecxamples, but theſe 
may ſuftice. And they are of 
great mome!n: For bring me 
; | Euer 
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cuer a childe of God, more 
ſantifhed then Danid, more 
dignified then Salomon, more 
fortified then Peter. Dard, a 
King, a Prophet : Salomon, a 
King, a type of Chriſt, the 
wiſcit of men . Peter,an cle, 
a prime Apoſtle. And tell me, 
what greater ſ{inne then adul- 
tery, then murther ? But Da- 
#id committed adultery but 
once, thou often. Then looke 
vpon Salomon, tice lay alone 
time wollowtng 1a lutt, and 
idolatry. Bur thy finne 1s of 
another nature :. thou art an 
Apoſtate,thou haſtienied the 

Lord, that bought thee. Then 

looke vpon Peter. But he did 
it for preſent feare of his litc, 

thou for loue of this preſent 

world. Yet hold to the exam- 

ple, that Peters weeping may 

helpero ſoften thy lard heart 

to 
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to repentance. But haply Sa- 
tan may goabout to perſiyade 
thee, that thy ſinne 15 greater 
then all theirs, to driue thee 
to deſpaire. indecde Saran is 
cuer in his exttcames; he ct- 
ther poſſcſies a man that bis 
{innesare lefle then they be, 
that ſo hce may ncuer come 
toundly torepent of them : or 
elſe, whenthe ſinner begins to 
be humbicd, and to be ouer- 
{hooes in{orrow,the quell is 
ready to puſh him ouer boots, 
yea to plunge im oner head 
and cars;he preſents him with 
a falſe gjafſe, wherein he bc- 
holds his finnes beyond all 
mcaſure monſtrous,and abou 
all example. But bcrein he Iy- 
eth. Thereis no ſinve irci- 
dent to the condition of Gods 
childe, wherein ſowe of Gods 
deareſt Saints haue not gone 
betore 
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before, whereof ye hane ex- 


amples of highcſt nature, of 
ſundry kinds. For weſpeake 
not here cf diabolicall tinne, 
committed with a high hand, 
and ſuch, for which a man 
finds no place for repentance, 


asprophane Eſa, or /udzs, ;x 


or thoſe Phariſces and high 
Prieſts which ſinned-agamit 
the holyGhoſt.But weſpcake 
of the ſinnes incident to Gods 
Saints, which for the outward 
ac, are not inferiour to- the 
greateſt finnes of reprovates, 
but they differ mainelt} in the 
inward affe $10n. T«4as, for 
lone of mony betraid his Ma- 
ſter;Perer, for teare of his life, 
denied him : both repented : 
but the halter {ent /zazs to his 
Place, MCrcy recetuec Petey to 
his Apolticthip. Aha com- 
mifrea murther for a neld, 
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Daxidtor a wite:both repen- 
cd. But as their hearts main- 
ly differed in the committing 
of fin, ſo in their repentance : 
ſo that Paid vpon his harty 
repentance, obtained remiſSi- 
on of his ſinne, but with tem» 
porall iudgements, to his fur- 
ther humiliation & ſaluation. 
e-thab,vpon his hypocriacall 
repentance , obtained an in- 
_— , OT —_— 
of te all puruſhment, to 
his ne can—_— and 
dition. For efhab (as all 
uch reprobates) committed 
{ſinne with his whole heart, 
bur repented by halfes: Dauid 
{as the Regencrate) on the 
contrary;they ſinne by haltes, 
but repent with their whole 
heart. For the reprobate 1s 
al fleſh, all the old man : but 
the regenerate is dizuded be- 
LYVCECNE 


won = onend oad. 20 _ 0 pas © 


of Conſcience, 
tiycene the old man and the 
new : It 1 ns more 1 that ſenne 
(faith Paxl in the perion of 
the regenerate) &::t /irne that 
awelleth in me. In the repro- 
bate, in the ſcraice of ſinne, 
the ileſhis wholly taken vp, 
but infpirituall dutics it isal- 
together lame,andvntoward, 
as the iſh out of hisclement. 
But inthe regenerate, it1s the 
ficth onely that finneth, but 
the ſpirit only that repenteth. 
And though we cannot ſoſen- 
ſibly difcerne this difference 
of {inne by the outward at: 
ſaftice it,that God,who ſceth 
not as man ſecth, clearely bt 
holdeth, to put a maingdiffo 
rence betwecne the ſinnes of 
the one, and of the other, to 
Sine repentance, Or to deny 
pardon. 
' Now to bring this downe 
ro 


oy 
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to cuery mans heart, In v{hat 

degrees of men ſhall we finde 

a waightter inſtance, then a- 

mong the Miniſters of the 
Go'pell, who are perſons of 

higheit note, of holieſt cal- 

ling; and ſiach,as if they ſinne 

againſt the Lord (as Ez ſaid 

to his ſonnes the Prieſts) who 

7 San, 2. ſaall mmtreat for them? Yet God 
2F« forbid, that ſuch: hauing {n- 
ned, ſhould deſpaire. NV 9 
taque,c.,(as one 1n Saint Ar- 

e«ſtine ſaith.) Although the 

D-vers Pricft hane finned, hee ought 
ex falſs not therefore to deſpaire,not- 
p=>it. 1b. withſtanding it be written, 
_ = who ſhall intreat for him ? Tota 
of S Au7. namgxe Eccleſia, &c. For the 
2orte! whole Church, and ſome o- 
racr Pricſt,and the whole or- 

&r of the Saints ſhall pray 

for him, and Chriit himſclfe, 

who offereth him{elte to God 

for 


of Conſcience. 
for vs, Sed azo confpderandum, 
 &c.Buttherfore a Prieſt muſt 
be heedtull, leaſt he caſily fall, 
whoſe {inne 1s noted to be the 
more grieuous. Dzcat apud [e, 
&c. Let tum fas with him- 
{eite; If the people, cmpty of 
the word of God, ſhal cffcad, 
I muſt beare part of the bur- 


| then : I dare not lay heauy 
| loads vpon them, and not 


moue them with minc owne 
finger. Butif I ſinne what 
ſhalll doe? TI ſhallnot ſoea- 
ſily eſcape, I muſt bewaile my 
miſcry ; For I am of a higher 
condition,then the people vn- 
der me. S:tc Sacerdos + timeat 
peccare, ſed mag timeat desþe- 
rare: So the Prieſt let him 
both feare to ſinne, but much 
more feare todeſpaire.So that 
of allexamples, the Miniſters 
{inne 1s moſt dangerous, _ 
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difficulteſt to be pardoned,eir 
ther of God or man. Now bes 
cauſe I cannot be ſo bold with 
any, to make inſtances of as 
with my {clfe, being a Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpt: what 


— 


though my hart caunot check 


me of committing the like ac- 
tuall ſinne of Adultery,as Da- 
id? or of fornicx' ton, as S4- 
lomon? and blefied be God, 


whoſe onely grace , and not" 


any goancfic,or power In my 
ſelte, hath preſerucd me from 


— A —_— 


commuttig any ſuch ſinne | 


atually,fo much as once 1n all 
my life) Or much leſſe. of 
Murther,or, of abwration of 
the Lord .cfus Chriſt , my 
mercifull Redeemer ? Or 
leaſt of all, of any habttuall, 
rajoning atfetons, as Couc- 
touſnefle, ambition, and the 
like ? Yet being ſenſible of 

mv 
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of Conſerence, 
'21y many corruptions,ſun 
aberations 1n life, abſurd and 


| wicked follies, which might 


be veruall in others, but bes 


- come mortall in me ; as being 


fich, which haue brought a 


' wound not onely to my Soule 
before God, but tomy good + 


naine in the world ; inforuch 
as neither the world can bee 
atherwiſe perſwaded of me, 
but that I ama ſonne of Belial, 
ſome prophane hypocrite , 
looſe perſon, or the ike ; nor 


| an mine owne conſcience can 


otherwile fatisfhed , but 
that theleaſt degrce of finne 
in me may ſtand 1n compart- 
ſon with the greateſt enormt- 
tics, that euer any of Gods 
children haue: of frailty fallen 
into : W hat ſhall [ doe inthis 
caſe ? whether ſhall I turne 
mac? when I may jfit mee 
downe 
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downe in fad ſolitarinefle,and 
thus debate, depiore my for- 
lorne eſtate : What ? ſuch a 
one as I committke lcaſt fol- 
ly? A Miniſtry of Chrilt ? 
was cucr any ſoabſurd ? cucr 
any of Gods Prophets, or 
Pricſtes,or Apoltles,or Mint- 
ſters? I meane not traiterous 
Tudafſes, or couctons Demaſ- 
fes, or ainbitious Dworrepheſes, 
or adulterons Hophmes and 
Phwmeaſſes,or (uch ike, which 
continuing in their finnes vn- 
repented, vnreformed, haue 
nothing of the ſacred calling, 
but the bare name: what com- 
fort cantheſe examples mini- 
ſter toa faithfull Miniſter, o- 
uertaken with any fault , 
whereas themſclues periſhed 
in their ſins? But I meane the 
better, the beſt fort : Yes, I 
ftinde David committed adul- 


rtery, \ 


of Conſcience. 

retie;,Miurther,yet a holy Pro- 
phet, and repented, and was 
receiued to Mercic. Satomor 
had many Concubines, many 
Idoll-gods,yet a holy-Type of 
Chriſt,arid repented, and was 
recciued to mercie. Peter 
detyed, forſwore his Maſter 
Chriſt,yeta holy Apoſtle,and 
repetited, and was receiued to 
mercic. Whatthen?  Haue 
my ſinnhes cuer-topped theirs, 


that I ſhould deſpaire of their 


mercie? ' Oris my perſon,or 
callirig holyer or higher then 
theirs, that it ſhould ſo aggra- 
uate alefle ſinne in mee, as to 
make 1t equwalent, or tran- 
ſcendent to theirs ? Farre bee 
if.” Becing ſo then, here is 
comfort for me. Onely this 
account T muſt make withall, 
that the higher reckoning my 
leaſt fine amounts vnto, bee- 

Ch F : 
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' Ing rackedvpto the mgpct 
pin by the height of my holy 
calling, thedeeper I muſt bee 
pamged in the verie gulfe of 
gfrictc,and humiliation for the ' 
| ſame. Conſidering , that as 
| eat'a Sacrifice was offered 
Leui.4+3, for the Prieſt's ſinne alone, as 
I+- forthe whole Congregation, 
| though each finned alike in 
| the ſame kind. Daxid, Salo- 
| mon, Peter , all ſmarted for 
their ſinne. And who would 
buy ſinne at ſo deare a rate, as 
they payd for it ? Bur yet 
they ound mercie,and fauour 
at Gods hand. This was their 
comfort. And their example 
is my comfort alſo. For why 
ſhould any man, beholding 
ſuch examples of Gods ſuper- 
abundant mercy 1n pardoning 
{innes of higheſt nature, hee 
hauing ſinned, not by the pa- 
tronage 


of Conſcience. 
tronage of their example, but 
by the imprudence of hisown 
impotent paſsions : Why(lay 
I) ſhouldany man, out of a 
comfortleſſe deie&tion, ſhut 
himſelfe out from all hope of 
Gods mercie, as an abie& or 
out-caſt, and not rather with 
the hand of Faith and repen- 
tance, whichneuer knew how- 
to be repulſed, knocke at that 
gate of Grace,which ſocaſily 
was opcned to them , yea 
which of its owne accord, 
more readily then that-yron 
gate did to Perer,will open to 
cucric faithfull penitent fin- 
ner ? Yea, for this cauſe, for 
our ſakes, are thoſe examples 
written,and left as enerlaſting 
monuments, that no Adulte- 


rer,no Idolatcr, nodenyer of 


Chriſt, ſhould deſpaire of 
mercie vpon repentance. And 
F 2 though 
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though theſe examples are 
written for all, yet are they 
moſt proper for Gods Mini- 
ers, when they are humbled 
forany ſinne or offence againſt 
God, or his people, lealtthe 
checke of their holy calling 
mightaltogether amate them 
and leaue them comfortleſle, 
and ſo expoſe them asa prey, 
tothe Deſtroyer. But bleſſed 
be God, who hath prouided 
ſuch Treacle , made of the 
Mummy of his dead Saints, 
tocure his liuing ones of the 
Serpents mortall Sting. 
Yet,the while, I aſcribe no 
more to theſe examples, but 
as excellent admants to faith, 
it being the principall inftru- 
ment, whereby the Soule, in 
her deepeſt thirſt, as with a 
bucket, drawes the waters of 
comfort out of the Wells of 
7 Sakiation, 
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Saluation, the head Fountaine 
whereof is Chriſt. In. this 
Poole of Betheſda, in this 
Fountaine ſet openfor Iſrael, 
whoſoeuer are waſhed, are 


cured of all their maladies. 
So that if the Adultereſſe had 


Mary Magdalen : nor the 
Abiurer of Chriſt, a perutent 


Peter : nor the Conturer, of 


thoſe penitent Magitians : nor 


* the Perſecater of Chriſt in 


his Members , of a penitent 


 Panl : nor the Idolater,of a 


penitent Salomnn,or Manaſſers 
hor the = x perton,of 
a penitent eAchar : If an Ex- 


_ torttoner,or cunning Camllec 
had neucranexamplc of apc- 


nitent Zachexs, making reſti- 
tution : nor a whole finfull 
State of a penitent Ninineh : 


nor the cowardly or f{leepie 
F3 Miniſter 


IOI 


. neueranexample of a penitent Ages, 
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' layd, alltheir burthens borne, 


| Num, 27. 


Confliits and Comforts * 


Miniſter of a penitent Jonah : 
nor the Theete, of that peni- | 
tent onthe Crofle : Yet if all, 
all kind of ſinners looke bur 
vpon Chriſt with the eye of | 
ſauing Faith, vpon him they | 
ſhall find all their iniquitics | 
all their debts ax{charged, all 
their bills cancelled, all their 
ſtripes healled. Thoſe,ftung 
with the fiery fiyingSerpents, . 
ſome more, ſome lefle, all 
mortally; ſome, 1n the hcad, 
ſome, in the fcer, ſome, in the 
cies,ſome,imrhe hands,fome, 
inthe breſt,or elſe-where,yet 
all that looked onthe brazen 
Serpent, lmed. So all ſinners, 
ſtung by the old fieric flying 
Serpent, ſome after one man- » 
ner, or meaſure, ſome after 
another, but all mortally, the 
leaſt ſting of ſinne wounding 
to 
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todeath,wherher it bee in the 
eye of luſt, or in the feet of 
 -affedttons, or in.the hand of 
ation, or in the head of in- 
uention,or in the breft of con- 
ception,orthe like, none line, 
but ſuch as with the eye of a 1ob.3.14, 
linngFaith took vpon Chriſt, 35+ 
lifted vp vponthe Pole of his 
Croſſe. There thou mayeſt ſee 
allthy ſinnesnayled, all punt 
thed in thy Sautqur ;'nolim 
of his b&dy was free, no one 
facultie of his Soule vntor- 
mented, to fatisfie, and heale 
all thy wounds, which finne 
hath made in any member of 
thy body ; ih any facultie of 
thy Soule, or in all rogether. 
Yet, I ſay, out of the ſuper- 
abundancie of Gods care,that 
no tneanes ſhould be wanting 
vnto his Saints to preſerne 
them from periſhing, it hath 

| F4 plcaled 
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pleaſed him to leauevnto vs | 


the moſt notable examples of 
his mercie to.his deareſt, and 
greateſt of his Saints offend- 
ing,for the help of our weake 
Faithin Chriſt, that no _- 
tation, no notſinit ſelfe, ar 
ed withallthe power ofHell, 
ſhould be ableto aut 
his hand. 
The ſeucnth Preſeruative, 

to comfort tlie HE CaO 

the apprehen(i ſion. of dp 
wrath for ſinne. is the exerciſe 
of. OY IRions,which 
falling vpon GedsChild after 
hisſinne committed, they are 
the tokens of aur heanenly 
Fathersloue, who leauethvs 
not to our ſ{clues, to foliog 
our follics , but metcifully 
chaſtizcth vs to .our . better- 
ment. So the Lard ſaith, If wy 


Sfal.89. Children forſake my Law, and 


walks 


q 


| 


| 


' palkenotin my Indoments, 0c. 
4 | Thenwill I viſit thei tranſgreſ< 


of Conſcience. p05 


ſions with therod, and their int= 

quitie with ſtripes : Nenerthe- 

teſſe my loning kindneſſe will 1 

not viterly rake from him, nor 

ſuffer my faithfulneſſe to faile. 

Lo heere a fpeciall marke of 

Gods fatherly lone to: his 
Children, in corretmg them 

with his Rod. ThusGod dealt 

with Daxid, when, aftcr hee 

had pardoned his finne, yet he 

ſpares not to lay lead of af-g,,,jcis 
flitons ypon him. Not that Peccarorte, 
affiftions are penall {atisfa- 22Fremi/* 
Rions for ſinne, but paternall,,,,2-," 
corretions, and rmdicinall e/e, exer- 
applycations, and excmplaric 7-11 
5n eu Rioneand admonitions, jp: 
even-ro warne the vngodly Aug.de 
alſo. For if God ſpare not his **ccat. 
owne Child : How ſhall the re- rae rl 
bellious Sernant eſcape. Ver Ont li.zc.z 3, 
YraTY : By of 


I06 
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of this catex came meat, out 
of this ſtrong , and bitter, 
came ſweetneſle vnto Dand's 
Soule. For he faith, Thy rod, 
and thy faffe comfort mee ; as 
well ” 4 rod of thy correAi- 
on, asthe ſtaffe of ſupportati- 
on and protection, comfort 
me. Haſt thou ſinned then, 
and doth God by and by not 
deferre to corre& thee? Be 
fo farre from imputing this 
tothe anger of God towards 
thee, as rather hence gather 
aflurance, that this affiiRion 
1sfrom the verie bowels of a 
louing and wiſe Father, who 
will not gun thee in thy 
childiſh folly, but will ham- 
ble thee, to doe thee good at 
thy later end, thatthou mayſt 
gloritic him in that quiet fruit 
of righteouſnefſe, which af- 
fliction bringerh forth in all 

thoſe, _ 


— 


— 
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thoſe, who are histrue-bred 
Children. Magne miſericordie Aug.de 
eff nequitie impunitateis non ant) lon 
retmquere, & ne cogatur mex- 3 >, 
tremo Gehenne damnare, de 
flagello diguatur caftigare. It 
1s Gods great mercie not_to 
leane finne vnpuniſhed , and 
that hee vouchſateth now to 
chaſtife with the whip, that 
hee may not bee. compelled to 
condemne intheextremitix of 
Helb fire. 

Obieft. But willſome man 
fay, Alchough ( I confeſle 
with griefe)I haue grieuoufl 
offended Godiv ſuch or ſuc 
a manner, and that to the 
{candall of others : Yet 1 
thanke God he hath hitherto 
fparcd mee, forbearing to lay 
temporall affiiftions © vpon 
me; and ſoasI am forrie for 
my ſinnes, ſo 1 truſt hee hath 

pardoneg 


| 
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pardoned mee, and accounts 


meas his owne Child. 


IE Let no: man: take 
thisas a figne, that therefore 
God loues him, becaufe hee 
doth not affiithim,although 
he hath commitred ſome grie- 
uous ſinne.. But in this caſe; 
looke that thou bring notthy: 
felfe into a fooles Paradiſe. 
Thou maiſt witly ſuſpeR;rhat 
all isnot right with thee that 
as yet, thou haſt not ſoundly 


repented thee of thy finne. 


For tell me whatmeaſtire,yea 
what manner of joy thou tin- 
deſtin God? Is at notrather 
carnall then ſpirituall? Rather 
carnall, that thy perfon isſpa- 
[oy nas and thou 

toyeſt outward proſperity : 
then ſpiritual, i thou find- 
eſt any ſolid comfort of the 
pardon ofthy ſume, ſealed vn+ 


to 


of Conſctence. 
tothee byGods ſpirit? Would 
||yee notthinke. Daxid-was.'a 
tolly.and joyfall man, ſolong 


as. that hony-moone laſted, 


during. the feſttuities of his 
newBride and Nuptals,ſpor- 
* ring himſclfe m his withed 
plealures, not onely now in- 
{10ying; but pofleising Ins 
- Bath/habe for wife ? D1d he 
nottake himfelfe(trow-you) 


109 


{ for amanin high fmour with . 


God, and thar now -all was 
whole againe, God and hee 
good friends, his ſinne (if all 
| this while hee thought it a 


| ſinne) fully. expiared,;i and all x 


made vp inthe marriage? But 
| (tellme) wharif God had letr 

Dawxidin this his proſperity, 
; whereirrhefaid, I fall newer 
| bemoned?  W hat if hee had 
' not ſent Nathan, with arod 
in hishand, to whip Dazid? 
Lf - But 
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But God will not leaue hts 
childeſo. Itisnotlong, but | 
he diſciplines him, to make 
him know himſelfe. And be 
thou well aflured, whoſocuer 
thouart, that haſt thy portion | 
inGod, thou muſt looke for 
thy portion of affiiftions. And 
til then,neuer thinke thouart, | 
asthou ſhouldeſt be ; * God | 
had but one Sonne without 
* Dex + {inne, but not one without © 
»«# ha- ſorrow. But if God deferre 
buirfili- toafflici thee for thy ſin paſt, 
born do notthoudelay ſo mu the | 
nollum more to humble thy ſoule ; | 
Po yeathe more pains thou guſt | 
(6. 4%5+ take therewith, the moreGod | 
Yparcth outwardly ro humble | 
thee. Seeing that outward af- | 
fiction well vſed, is a good | 
helpe toour humiliation. | 
Hereupon followeth the | 
laſt Preferuatiue (to omit 0- 
thers) | 


_" 
_— 


of Conſcience. 
thers) to wit, the fruit, which 


| true humiliation worketh mn 


the ſoule. Hee that can com- 
mand light out of darkneſle, 
can alſo, and doth ſo produce 


| good out of cuill, that hee 
' wouldnotelle ſuffer hiselect 


to {inne, were it not, that he 
isable to cauſe it to be an oc- 
caſion ofa tarre greater good, 
then the euil can counterualle. 


ITT 


' eLugnuitine faith, God cauſeth Awz ds 


all things ts Cooperate for good Corrept. 
to them that lowe him : Vſque a © gratts 


etiam hoc ipſum eis faciat profi- 
cere w bonam, quia humliores 
redewnt ,atqae doftiores : yea in 
ſuch fort even all things, that 
if any of them doe ſtray, or 
decline from the right path, 
he cauſcth this very ſame to 
farther thear good , becauſe 


they 


| deoprorſucommia,ut etian ſiqus "9 
| eorum acniant, + exorbitant, 
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they return more humble and 
wiſe. Now the fruit which 
true repentance bringeth 
forth, 15 that which differcn- 
ccth it mainly from countcr- 
feitrepentance. For counter- 
fet repentance may be very 
like the true; like that of [#- 
aas, conſiſting of contrition, 
confeſsion, and fatisfation : 
butw hat was the fruit of it ? 
he went & hanged himſelf. Ahabs 
repentance was a very formall 
penance; but what was the 
fruit of it ? Hee continued bill 
in his Idolatries, hee hated the 
true Prophets of God, and har- 
kened to the Prophets of Baal to 
his deſtyuttion. But theſe were 
not the fruits worthy, or: be- 
ſeeming amendment of life, 
which euery true penitent 
muſt bring forth, as /ohn: the 
Baptiſt preached. 
| Now 


— ——— 
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Now the fruits of true re- 
pentance are tnanifold :-As, a Pſal.z 8, 
contingall ; godly ſorrow for 17- 
ſinne paſt : a greater care to a- 
uoid all finne, and that eſpect- 
ally wherein /he hath molt of- 


Z Cor, 7 


| fended,agreater zcaleof Gods x9. 
glory, which yye haue diſho- 


| 


F 


noured, agreater jindeuour to 


| prof his Church, which we 


e ſcandalized, and: cuery 


' kinde of way to redeemethe 


tin, Hence 1t ts, tharafter rohn YIs 
Petersteares for his threefold 


 ernial, Chriſt askes lym three 


—— "0,5 AW 7 


times, Sm Peter Joveſt the 
”e ? To which Peter. orderly 
replying, Lord thom krawest 
that I owe thee : Chriſt addes 
three times, Feede my Sheepe-; 
intimating to.Peter,that.as he. 
ad diſhpnoured God, and 
{candalized his Church by a 


* threefold deniall: fo now he: 


mult 
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muſtſo nuch the moretreble 
hislabour, in feedimg Gods 
ſheepe, thereby to win the 
more honour toGod,and pro- 
-fitto his Church; yea,and as | 
Peter had denied Chriſt at his 
death, for the ſawing of his | 
ownelife; ſo Chriſt immedi- | 
ately after tels him, how he | 
muſt by his dearh glorifie | 
God,loh.2x.18,19. We ſee 
alſo what abundant fruits Da- 
ids repentance brought forth 
tothe ſound inſtruftion and 
{ſweet conſolation of - Gods 
Church to the worlds end-: | 
fo in S.comes, and others. | 
Paul for his many. perſeeu- 
tings, and hanocks of the 
Church, did afterwards /a- 
bour more abundantly then all 
hu fellowes, As Chrifh ſaid to 
Peter, who by his fall weake- 
ned and ſcandalized his bre- 
thren, 


of Conſciene. 
thren, When thow art conver- 
ted, ſtrengthen thy brethren. 
And who more fit to comfort 
others conſciences, thenthey 
that haue beenexerciſed with 
the bitter confi ts thereof 
themſelues > As the Apo- 


ſile faith, Bleſſed be God, the , ©, , 
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Father of mercies, and the God ;. 


of all comfort, wha comforteth 
Vs in all our tribulation, that we 
may be able to comfort them 
which are un any trouble, by the 
comfort wherewith we our ſelues 
are comforted of God. And to 
this end holy Damid was not 
aſhamed to diſplay his ſinfull 
wretched condition to all the 
world , that Gods Church 
might reape the fruit thereof 
by hisadmonitions, and con- 
folations. And what though 
the mourhes of railing $h#- 
meies were opened vpon him, 
| calling 


: 
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calling him a ſoxe of b{ood, and 
of Belial ? Yet Danid mecke- 
ly holds on his courſe in 
bringing forth fruits worthy 
of repentance, the benefit 
whereof might redound to all 
that feare God. 

For a concluſion of this 
paint, letthe penitent labor to 
get aflurance to himſelfe of 
the fauour of (3od,and that by 
the obſcruation of twothings: 
firſt, of Gods dealing with vs 
ſince our {inne, and vpon our 
repentance for the ſame, 1 
cannot fay ſimply, after our 
repentance,fith our whole life 
muſt be a continnall repen- 
tance. And firſt, to oblſerue 
the comforts of God in vs.. 
Where we muſt note, that 
God is very wary in pouring 
mto our wounded ſoules a 
greater plenty of the oyle of 

COM- 


| 
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comfort,but with much mix- 
ture of the ſharpe corroſiue 
vinegar : yea, hediftillcth his 
balme but by ſmall drops,and 
as patients newly recouered 
troma ſtrong feuer, dicts vs 
with {mall bits, and pittances 
at a time, leaſt by ouerfull a 
diet, the weake ſtomacke of 
the ſoule be ouercome witha 
ſurfet, and fo fall into a re- 
laps. Secondly,to obſeruethe 
ſtrength and ability which 
God hathleft vs, I meane of 
{pirituall grace; whereby we 


| arcaſtiſted in the perfor- 


mance of fþirituall duties , 
ublikeand priuate, domeſt- 
call, or Miniſteriall. Herem 


| may hee comfort himſelte, 


when vpon bis repentance, he 
| findeth the graces of Gods 
{piritno way abated, but ra- 


ther by prayer increaſed, = 
$ 
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his zeale to Gods glory and 
his truth more inflamed now, .. 
then formerly, as being incen- 


ſed by a kinde of holy indig- 

nation , and reuenge for his 
ſinne , to expoſe himſelfe to | 
the greater malice and oblo- | 

uy ofthe world, whoſe ma- 

lice is doubled againſt thoſe, 
whoare moſt couragiousand | 
zealous for the truth. So that | 
when a man obſerueth how 
the Lord proſpereth his in- 
deauours and labours with a 
rich ſucceſle of the ſeruice of 
Gods people,he may withthe | 
ercater comfort and courage | 
goe on, this betng anotable c- | 
uidence of grace,of his recon- f 
Ciliatzon with God , of that 
well of lining watcr in his 
ſoule, ſpringing vp vnto eucr- 
laſting life. Notwithſtanding 
by the way allalong he meete | 
| with | 


| 


| 


| 
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[ with many rubs, and obſta- 


cles, diffcult to incounter 
"with , but more difficult to 
ouercome, as will appeare in 
the inſuing Conflicts. For be- 


' ingreconclled to God,yet the 


penitent ſhall finde a world 

of diſcomforts , or the diſ- 

comforts of the world, to ex- 

erciſe his patience , mecke- 

nefſe, and humility. Euen as a 
Ship riding at anchor 1in the 
' Rodeor Harbour, hauing ef- 
caped the {tormes in the main 
Ocean , yet is tutabled: and 
toſſed with ſundry proud 
waues and billowes, that it 
hardly findes any ſteddic 
| reſt, | 
| Thekcond thing,is'toob- 
{crue certaine infall1ble marks 
and tokens of grace in the pe- 
nitent ſoule; and theſe are be- 


ſides thoſe reckoned vp by 
A the 
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the Apoſtle,2 Cox.7; 11 )firft, 
a fincere puirpoſe of heart 
with prayer to pleaſeGod in 
all things; hauing reſpec vnto 


alt his Commandements. Nor- 


arexwetoreſtinapurpoſe,and 


defire,thoghtieuer ſo ſincere : 


bur toadd a moſt carcfull in- 
deuour in thevſie of all means 


tendingtheretmtog as prayer 


publickeand priuate, hearing 


of the Word, reading, medt- 


rating, conferring, communi- 
cating and thelike,al{ingnlar 
and: neceffayie} helpes to our 
Chriſtian obedience, being as 


the Oyle to cauſe onr Lampe, 
to flame forth z and withall 
to benolefſecarefull of ayoy- 


dingall thof& meanes ard vc- 


cafions,- which migntkead-a 


man -back again to'thefſeraice 
of ſinne; laſt alfo by com- 


ming neere to danger, hee: 


rempt 


WH 


Ww- 


ves 7 bu 2 W, 
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of Conſcience, 
tempt God, and expoſe him- 

{cite to Sathans temptations. 
Halt thou fallen by luſt ? Haſt 
thou repented of 1t, abando- 
ned it, not onely in refoluti- 
on, but praQtice of all good 
meanes? Yetif thou feareſt 
not occaſions, how apt is the 


' new cured v-ound tobe offen- 
ded ? IVec 1» preterita caſtitate Hieron.ad 
confidas. There 1sno truſting Nep71ev. 


to thy former chaſtity. Nec 


. Damiae ſanttzor,ec. Thou art 
- neither holier then Damxzd, 


nor itronger then Sampſon, 


nor canſ{t thou be witer then 


Salomon. Cumproximat ſtipu- Hieron. 
la, accendit ionem.And he ſaith regule ag 


of himſclfe, Creditas experto 
ec. Belicue himthat hath had 
experience, &c. Much lefle 
truſt we to the facility of re- 
pentance, if we be ouertaken. 
Hee that once hath knowne 

(> truely 
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truely what repentance 1s, 
will not readily come into 
the fire againe. They that fin 
and repent, and repent and 
{inne, doe but daily with re- 
pentance, as they'doe with 
finne,, they neuer knew yet 
what true repentance meant. 

Hier. zee, IN ec ftatim nebis peenitentie re- 
08.32% mediablandiantur, que ſunt in- 
felicinm remedia Canendium 

eſt vulnn;, quod dolore curatur. 

Nor let vsbe readie to flatter 

our {clues with the remedics 

of repentance, which arc the 

remedies of miſerable men. 

Beware of the wound, which 

1s cured with griefe. But on 

the contrary, 1f being conici- 

ous to thy naturall corrnpt1- 

ons which way they bend, 

thon art carciull to ſhun the 
occaſions,not onely retoycirg 

for onercomming them, _ 

| i 


this 1s a ſure ſigne of grace 


No 


of Conſcience. 
for not comming into them : Though 
Nullz eff 


tt; . lawinud 
ratgning and remaining 1 7; jnre- 
thee. For though it be a grea- grum, vi 
terglory to ouercome temp- Paw of, 
tation by buckling with it : Ts 
yct it is greater ſafety not at coetwr 
allto come into it. The cold ©9r#pere: 
Iron, void ot motion, yet Fes = 
comming where the Load- troy ſecu- þ 
ſrone-is , how quickely.is it 79% fe 
} wzwwne tc ard Hy | FeoRt- corirerle, 
ara vne COW ras T,anc a ” weſeire qd 
cd withit? ſo torcible are dif- gzeras, 
poi.tions and obiects when #070 
th {ympathtze together. 
Theretore he that bcit knew 
our weake temper, taught vs 
to pray, firſt, lead vs not znto 
temptation; cutit Icd, Deliner 
vs from the ell. And, Pray, 
that ye enter not mto temp- 
ration. He 15 farcly bleſt,rhat 
hath hardly cicapcd ſhip- 
iwrach from amidf{t the ſands 

G 2 and 
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and Rockes : But hee, that 
dwelsſatcly on Land, and ne- 
ver tryed the Sca, hath henot 
cauſe to bleiſe God, for keep- 
ing him farre from danger, 
1nto which many run wiltul- 
ly,ſome of neceſsitie? In a 
word, he muſt eucr be bewai- 
ling his defects , and contend- 
ing after perteftion, and the 
more {lips,or trips,or falls he 
hath raken in the Race, the 
more muſt he mend his 
pace,Sorunnmg,that 
hee may attaine 
the price. 


CHAP. 


of Conſcience, 


CHAP.IIL 


Conflift with Gods people offen- 
ded, ſpecrall ly ly when the farthfull 
T-aitour 1 affuttes for the 
leaft offence gi-ten 
by him to his 
Flocke. 


HIS confi&t , next to 
that , wherein the Con- 
{cience wraſtleth with the 
wrath of God, may challeng 
precedencie of all other , in 
aftiicting the ſoule,and plung- 
ing it into infinite perplext- 
ties. For to a fairhfull Mi- 
niſter, who makes a con- 
ſcience of his Calling , and 
{o of his antwerable conuer- 
ſation , to whom nothing 1 
the world is more Precious, 
then the Spiritual \v ell-fare 
(} 2 of 
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of that Hocke committed to 
his charge , what can bee a 
greater corroſme , then to 
hane a ſtumbling blocke caft 
before his people , and that 
( which is mo!t gricuous of 
all ) by his owne carelctle 
procurement ? How many 
tentences now {ſtand VP 
againſt him ? Yo bee to that 
man, by whom the offence coms- 
meth ; better , a CMuUL w__ 
were hanged abext bis necke, 
and hee cai?# into the bottome 
of the Sea , then hee ſnould 
offend one of theſe Little-ones ? 
Whereupon the Con'cience 
inferreth : Then , whar woe 
is due to me , © me a Mi- 
miſter , for ging offence 
and that not to one alone , 
but to the whoie Church of 
God, but ſpecially ( whicn 
moſt neere!y toucheth mee ) 
0 
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to mine own Flock. Againe, 
the Apoitle admoniſheth T7- 
mothy, Ler no man deſpiſe thy 
youth ; And, eA Biſhop nut 
bee bl.:me-leſſe : Buit the Con- 
{cicnce inferreth, i hane been 
ODNOXICUS LUN to Contempt 
and blame. Againe , Mini- 
{tcrs mult feed their Florkes, 
by the V\ ord,by Hoſpitaltie, 
by Example : But the Con- 
{ciencc intcrreth, I haue beene 
faultic in the worſt kind. 
Miniſters are the Light of 
thcir Flockes : But the Con- 
ſcience inferreth , Cy light 
hath been turned into darkneſſe, 
and how oreat 5 that aarkneſſe ? 
Muuiters are the Sar of the 
Earth : But the Conſcience 
mferrcth, I hane beene vnta- 
nourie , and {fo hencc-forth 
good for nothing, but to bce 
calt out to the dunghtl. 
Ci 4 Mm 
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Miniſters are Watchmen,and 
mult giue a {tri account to 
the great Shecpherd : But the 
Conſcience inferreth, I have 
not kept watch oner mine 
own Soule,by mcanes wherc- 
of the Soules of my Hlocke 
are in danger to periſh. Thus 
his Conſcience (who makes 
a Conſcience ) connited by 
theſe, and many the like ſcn- 
tences of Scripture,and taking 
them all to heart , Tell mce 
(if yee can ) what Creature 
in the world canſceme more 
wretched , more accurſed, 
then this man doth in his 
owne Eyes, In his owne ap- 
prehenfion ? May hce not 
take vp that Lamentation, 
Is it nothing to you, all you that 
paſſe by ? Behold and ſee , if 
theve bee any ſorrow like to my 
ſorrow , which is done to mee, 
where - 


a 
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wherewith the Lord hath affii- 
ted mee in his fierce wrath ? 
May hee not complaine with 


the Spouſe, They made me the Cant.1.6 


keeper of the Vineyards,but mine 
owne Vineyard hane I not kept ? 
1nd thus he argueswith him- 
{cite : What 1s now become 
or all my paines,ſtudies,indc- 
ours, defires to doe good, to 
wintſoculesto God? Muſt now 
(alas! ) one {mall moth ftrer 
away , and.cat vp thart fairc 
garment,that hath beene ſpun 
with ſo much paines, wouen 
with ſo much paticnce, and 
{carce begunto be worn with 
any pleaſure, and lefle profit ? 
Alas,good Jeremy, how poore 
and 1mpoteut was that thy 
impatience vpon ſo light a 
cauic, as to curſe thy burth- 
day,and all becauſe the people 
curſed thee ? And wherefore 
(G5 did 
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did they curſe thee? Thou 
neither took'ſt ,nor lent”{t vp- 
on viuric. Was there not then 
4 Cauſe 2 Thou would'{t not 
be an V1urecr, like them. The 
more happy rhou. Bur if they 
Mad curſed thee for ſome fo! ly 
or errour m thy lite, eaſe 
ather thou caight” [t | bauec had 
0 hane curſed rhe Gay of thy 
birth. O holy ob, thou com- 
plainedit , thou waſt become 
ſtrange to thy wite,to thy Va- 
mily. - Why ? By reaton of thy 
loathlome body. Yea,butthy 
heart was found, thy Conſct- 
ence cleare,thy lift vnſtaincd. 
Where was thy Spirit , that 
ſhould ſuiſtame ſuch inhbrmt- 
ties ? But ( alas! } the wonaded 
Spirit who can beare ? 

But that which moſt of all 
augmentcth his miſerie, and 
dampeth all his beſt delights, 

18, 


4 


of Conſcience. 1A 

is, that hee cannot with com- 
rort and courage, with alacrt- 
tie and delight excrciſe his 

Miniſtry anong his offended 
T tocke. For whatioeacr hee 
geeth abont to teach them, .. Tuyeel 
may they not {ay vnito him, Hollenzs 
Phyſran, heale thy [elte ? Or 6/499 (19/7 
withwhat face can he FEProuc :\ _— 
fn in his peopie, that is culpa- ® : 
ble thereof m him{elfc 2 Or 
wicn iepreacheththe word, 
doth he not heare that voyce 
of God,Why preacheſt thou my Pſa5 0» 
Law,and takeſt my Conenant in 
thy mouth, wherat thon haft caſt 
1, words behind thee ? Or - doch 
hee not hcare that thunder of 
the Apoſtle, Thou which teackh-Rom:2, 
eſt avother, teacheſt thou not thy 
ſelfe ? Thou that preacheit, A 
274 ſ,0::1d not fteale, doft thou 
fteale ? T hoy that ſayest, A mans 
ſbould not commit adulterie,tloft 

thoje 
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thou commit Adulterie ? T hou 
that abhorreF Idols, doſt thou 
commit Sacriledge ? Thou that 
makeit thy boait of the Law, 
through breakwmg the Law, diſ10- 
nonreſt thou God ? Or how can 
hee read that Sentence to his 
people, Be ye followers of me, 
euen as T am of Chriſt * And, 
Walke ſo,as ye hante vs for an en- 
ſample? W hen his people may 
ſhelter all their ſinnes,though 
neuer ſo monſtrous, vnder the 


| £4 mobs; leſt erromious{lip of hisfrailty 
WF, 


aunt, 
\er ipfs non 


{act 187 


and ſay, They that teach vs theſs 
things,themſelues keep them not. 


We. Aug. Ina word, how can hee take 
13» 7/127 into his hands the dreadfull 


Sacraments, w hereas the peo- 
ple account them profane,and 
vnwaſhen hands ? In this caſe 
then, how ſhall the Miniſter 
of God, that ſhould miniſter 
comfort to his people , find 
comfortto himſclte ? 


TR ith anew -— —_ 
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CHAD. IIIT. 


The Comfort. Shewing how 
Gods miſter may reconer com- 
fort of ( onſcience, and that 
among h1s offended 
Flocke. 


V T how ? By imagining 

his people to be fo good, 
ſo wile, as meaſuring thcir 
Miniſter by themſcines,to bee 
a man of like paſsions, they 
willthe rather compaſsionate 
that in im, whereof they 
haue fo 1alt cauſc to complain 
and bewayle in themſclues ? 
Alas! This 1s a cold comforr, 
for a man to be pittied for his 
folly. And a generous mind 
wall diſdaine to build its com- 
fort vypon a bale fantafte. Nay 
rather , may hee not expect 


Ccon- 
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ARas. 


contumely, in ſtead of pirtie, 
and contempt, in ſtead of 
Chriſtian compaſsion ? For 
where ſhall hee find ſuch per- 
feion? Will nota mote in 
his eteteeme greater to them, 
then the beame in their own ? 
Will they notthe more l:!ght- 


'Iy leaye ouer the blocke of 


their owne groſle intquitics, 


by ſtumbling arthe ſtrawe of 


his infirmitie ? By training 
hs gnat, will they not the 
more cafily ſwallow downe 
their owne Camell? If the 
Apoſtles were ſacrificed vt- 
to, and by and by in the turn- 
ing of a hand ftoned ; If for 
Par!'s ſale the Galathians 
would haue pul'd out their 
eyes, and yet not long aftcr 
became his enemies, and that 
fox no other cauſe, but for te!- 
ling them the truth ;, So. _ 
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liſh is the ſtate of a faithiull 
Paſtour inthe fauour of tus, 
people, quickly fortcitec by 
telling them their owne ; 
VW har can he hope tor then of 
the gocdacile of a peopie, to 
whom hee is juſtly become 
obnoxious ? They cannot 
now doe lefle, then thow dif- 
like,which may ſcree to paſſe 
for good zeale, if, for the 
cauſe, they doe nor hate the 
perſon; or if no they bee 
not glad to make the lcaſt ex- 
rOur 12 his lite, a1uit cauſe to 
bee reuenged on him for all 
che truth of his Doarine. 
But hee may imagine, thar 
being at leaſt a welkranght 
people, they wilt conſider, 
that as the Miniſter 1s more 
eminent then they in place, 
and fo ought to bce in" grace, 
and ſpiritual vertue to reſiſt 
| {irne ; 
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finne ; So hee 1s more ſubiet 
to manifold and more violent 


temptations,and that through 
the malice and enuy c* Satan, 
who knoweth, rhatif he can 
ſmite the Shecpherd, hee may 
the more cally ſcatter the 
Flocke ; And 1t his garment 


bce but ſcinged with one of 


his ficricDarts,yealding ſome 
11] favour, cither they may 
impute 1t to his1mbecylitte, 
or negligence, taken napping 
then, when hee ſhould haue 
watched : or to their neglet 
of prayer for him to be kept 
holy and blameleſie, he hauing 
nolefſe nced of their prayers, 
then they of his : or elſe they 
may 1npute 1t toſome ſinne, 
which themſclues doe hue 
in without repentance , for 
which God may puniſh them 
intheir Paſtour , as rae{ was 
| made 
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made ſubie&t to three dayes 
peſtilence ar the beit,through 
the fin of Dawid's numbring 
the people,to which God ſut- 
fcred him to bee irred vp by 
Satan. Sothattlr1s the people 
refleting vpon themſclues, 
and bearing a part of their 
Miniſters offence, they may 
ſeeme to lighten the burthen 
of his diſtreſſed Conſcience. 
But = !) who will auely 
weigh the infinite perils, 
which the beſt Saints of God, 
but eſpecially his Miniſters, 
doe continually incounter 
with? Or who takes thought 
to pray for him? Hee muſt 
pray for all ; as Job for his 
Children, while they were a 
teaſting ; But who for him ? 
Although the neg!e&t hereof 
may bring an old honſe vpon 
the carclefle peoples heads, 

as 
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as it befell os Children. 
Or which of the people will 
{mite rhe hand vpon his own 
thigh,and ſay, My cuſtomarie 
and viſual {innes, as in my de- 
ccitfull dealling, cirher with 
menin my Trading, or with 
Goc, inmy lying, or in my 
{wearing, or prophaning the 
ſacred Ordinances of God, 
or the like, hath beene the 
cauſe, 12 part at leaſt , why 
God might in inſtice ſuffer 
this or that temptation to 
preuatle ouer my Paſtour, to 
the further - imperilling of 
mine own Squle, by hardning 
me in my {inne, through his 
example, which otherwite 
ſhould make mee the more 
cautelous, leaſt I abuſe his 
weakenefie ( for which I 
know not how greatly hee 
is humbled) to my wiifulnefſe 

in 
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in committing, and contimu- 
ng if{imne ? 
Orclic, may not his Con- 
ſcience perhaps find comfort, 
by conſicering, that though a 
Miniſters conucrfation bee of 
great moment to win the peo- 
ple to God, yet it isnot that, 
which the people mutt build 
vpon for their faluation, but 
the found DoAriue which he 
teacheth. It is Chrilt's rule : 11,1, , ; 
The Scribes and Phariſees ſit wit >. 
CHMoſes his Chayre ; eAll there-" 
fore, whatſoexer they bid you ob- 
ſerne,that obſerxe and doe ; But 
doe not after their workes ; For 
they ſay and doe not.But(alas! ) 
howſocuer this be true, and 
may. ferne to cltebuſh the 
hearts of Gods people againſt 
"2x {uunbiing blocke or his 
dclinquencic- ; Yer ih the 
meane time, V hat comfort 
CAL 
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can himſelfe reape from 
hence ? Yea, doe wee not ſee 
by common expertence,that a 
{mall ſcandall in a Miniſter, be 
it habituall , or bur in ſome 
one act, wherein hee walkes 
not, workes more vpon the 
generall corruption of the 
people, then the example of 
all his vertues,ioyned withall 
his painfull,and found preach- 
Ing, is able to counterualle ? 
So that , though a few will 
follow his Doctrine for Con- 
ſcience ſake, as being the 
Word of God : Yetthe moſt 
and greateſt part, eſpectally 
among the rude and vndiſCt- 
plined ruſtickes, will rather 
chuſe to line by the leaſt bad 
example. As Saint e-Angnitime 
vpon thoſe words ( Doe mer 


 loh.Sercr, gather Grapes of Thornes)ſaith, 


Ewll Miniſters are Thornes, 
which 
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which ſitting in Moſer his 
Seate, the Vine of good Do- 
&rinein-twines, and wrapes 
about them ; Doe thou gather 
the Grape, fo as the Thorne 
may.not prickethee ; that 1s, 
what they ſay, doethou; but 
afrer their doings, doe not ; 
Their doings are Thornes, 
their ſayings are Grapes, 
ſpringing from the Vine of 
the Word, from Moſes his 
Seat, But (faich he) (I ſpeake 
by experience, elſe I would 
not beliene it ) many come to 
vs, and aske counſcll of vs 
how tolye , and circumuent, 
{uppoſing , that ſuch things 
pleaſe vs. So he. Soaptare 
naturall men to imitate the 
leaſt errour in their Mituſter, 
when they could bee content, 
that his Doctrine alſo were 
fuch, as might feed them in 
| their 
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their humours. Or , when 
they tee the Grapes in-folded 


within the Thornes,they wall | 


hardly aduenturethe pricking 
of their hand, when ſeldome 
by ſuch T hornes the heart is 
pricked with remorſe vnto 
repentance to faluation, whale 
prophane wor lings, and 
carnall rotcſiours, beart ingan 
in-bred malice tothe W ord it 
ſc'te, are giad ypon tne leaſt 
occation on the Miniſters 
part, enen-to abſent them- 
telacsfrom his Miniſtrie, and 
Gods publicke Ordinances; 
yea contemning and abhor- 
ringthem,fpecialiy if the M1- 
niiters life be habitually ſcan- 
dalons; as:1n the examples of 
H ophm and *Phinme.zs, So that 
of neccfſrie ficch muſt ſpeeat- 
ly breake off their courſe of 
linne DY TCPCAFAnCe, and mare 

fs Open 
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wen- demonſtration thereof 


; loy their reformation, that by 


their example their finfull 
people may alſo dedrawne to 


repentance. 


Or, 'in caſe the Minuſters 
offence is not of an habitual 
exorbitancie, but of {ome in- 
liniduall a& of infirmutie, 
ncedleflely ' or - - negitgently 
breaking forth - from ſome 
corrupt diſpoſition of his 
nature: his heart being other- 
wile vpright,- and as true as 
Stecle (as we {xy) as free from 
the purpoſe of ſinning, as the 
cold Steele is from fire ; but 
being ftracke vpon by the 
Hinr of foie fdaine remp- 
tation, may exprefle ſome 
tparkles of in-bred corruptt- 
on, which yet without the 
Tinder of confent, or at leaſt 
without the Fuell of proſecu- 

tion 
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tion or practiſe, quickly dy- 
eth : And on the other fide, 
the whole tenour of his lite 
being a conſtant progreſſe in 
Chriſtian duties, and thoſe 
{pccially of his Cailing, con- 
tinually fighting with ſinne, 
and corruption dwelling in 
his nature : Wull not one vnt> 
ueriall habit of grace ſo coun- 
terpoyle,. and counteruatle 
ſome particular a& of inbred 
corruption, as that his people 
may reape much more good 
by the one, then hurt bythe þ 
other ? Seeing, a wiſe man þ 
will not wiltully goc throw 
himſclfe downe headlong,be- | 
cauſc his guide ynwarily hath i 
{lpped ina plaine way. And | 
hee 1s a mad-man, that will 
defperatly goe cut his throat, 
becauſe ſuch-a one hath fool- 
i{Hly cut has finger. But (alas!) 

we 


p 
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we ſc, thata ſmall skarre vp- 

on the faireſt face, prouesthe 

fowler blemiſh : and the leaſt 
obliquity or crookedneſle 
marres the ſtraighteſt line : 

and the ſmalleſt mote wall 

moſt troublethe tendereſt,rhe 
cleareſt eye:and one ſmall fly- 
corruption, the' whole box 

of the pureſt oyntment : and 
onefinall errour 1s cnough to 
diſgrace and difparage all the 

molt beautifull actions of ver- 

tuc. The Heathen Orator 2»rcqvid 
could fay, whatloeuer it 1s, xray 
wherein thou haſt offended, ;2 pexe 
it doth blurre and blot out in emnia, 
a NNANICT all thoſe things —_— 
which are praiſe worthy. (;»,o6- 
And the conceit and feare of rwr.Crc. 
occaſioningor hazzarding the 

lofle of one poore foule 11 his 

flocke, ſhall ati him more, 

then the comming of many 

H to 
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to God can comforthim. 

Bur ifin caſe, againſt an e- 
uill farre fercht fame, which 
the further it trauaileth, the 
more it lycth(likeſome talka- 
tiueand vaineglorious traual- 
ler, who would bee admired 
for thoſe ſtrange vncouth 
things, which he neuer ſaw) 
he can oppoſe his good car- 
riage amongſt his owne peo- 
ple, where he 1s beſt knowne, 
and can proteſt and ſay with 
Samuel, Whoſe eAfſſe or Oxe 
haue I taken, or what bribe, to 
blind mine eyes, to doe any man 
wrong, or the like ? or if he bee 
traduced for an adulterer, or 
one vicioutly giuen that way, 
and can plead in the face of all 
his Pariſhioners, among 
whom hee hath lined long e- 
nough to be knowne, ho c 
wife, or daughter, or maid hae 

I 
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1 corrupted to commit folly with 
her, or wſed any light behanonr 
towards hey, Rough there 
were ——_ enough : 
may not this be a great com- 
fortto him, and a witneſſe for 
him? Bur yetif inany other 
place he hath incurred an euill 
ſuſpition that way, and that 
iuſtly ypon ſome aberration, 
all his good carriage am 
hisowne people, what will it 
profit? Isnotthe world apt 
to take cuery thing in the 
worſt part,ineml, concluding 
ſubſtances vpon ſhadowes, 
and fruits of radicall iniquity, 
where ſhe ſeeth but a leafe or 
bloſſome of corruption , 
ſprouting forth beneath the 
' new grafting ofthe old Crab- 
tree-{tocke ? and in good,con- 
_ trary; eftecming the ſubſtan- 
ces of holinefſe but as ſhad- 
| H 2 dowes 
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dowes of hypocriſie, and the 
fruites of piety, bur asleaues 
of pride and oftentation ? 
VV hat comfort then may hee 
hope for this way ? ſeein 
a falte ſuſpicion: once m_—_ 
iS hardly remooued, but paſ- 
{cth for currant, as if the 
worſt that could bee ſaid 
were too true. And 1t15 too 
common, that that Monſter 
many-torgued Fame, in ſpea- 
King euill, willas farre ouer- 
ſhoot all bounds of truth, 
through malice,asin ſpeaking 
well ſhee viually commeth as 
farrc ſhort, through enuy. 

But they area louing peo- 

1Cor13 ple ; Analore corers a multi- 
tude of ſranes; 1t reioyceth wot 

in 4niquity, but ua the truth ; 1s 

wot eaſily prouoked, thinketh no 

exill; it beareth all things belce- 

weth all things (in the better 


part,) 


- 
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part,)hopeth all things, enlareth 
all things. indeed, aithoughto 
a ichFal Paſtour, nothing 1s 
more dcare,more defired,! ef- 
feltn non affettrs, 1t1o it ptcate 
God,asan event of his labour, 
notas the end of his deſires, 
as the bleſsing of God, notas 
an Idol of his owne making, 
thenthe loue of his people ; 
which intoying,be is the ber- 
tcr armed againſt all diſcou- 
ragements and difficulties : 
yer here 1s the miſchiecte, that 
when he hath by the expence 
of muck paines and peril,pur- 
chaſed their love, now it 
greeues him ſo mach the 
more, 1f not altogether to 
looſe, yet to haue hazzarded 
the loſle of ir, - through the 
leaſt defect, or detault on his 
part. So that hitherto he can 
find no tolid comfort. 
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Wherethen ? Surely kee 
mult goe to the God of com- 
fort. He muſt ſtill againe and 
gains, vpon the redoubling 
of the waues,and returning of 
the ſtormes, with the Ditci- 
ples in bodily diſtrefſe, come 
to Chriſt ſaying : Mater (awe 
me,or I periſh. All other com- 
forts are but as the Egyprian 
Reed, which the _ _ 
vpon, pierce more « | 
Thus iq Daxid, al 4 
ther outward comforts failed 
him,7 loked on my right hand, 
and beheld, but there was no 
man that would know me,refuge 


failed me ; no man cared for 


ſoule. What then ? where 
ſhould hee finde comfort ? / 
cryed wnto thee O Lord; | /aid, 
Thor art my refuge, and my 
portion,in the land of the _— | 
And here 1t1s worth our ; - 
Cr- 
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| {cruation, how Daxid goes a- 
bout tolay ſure and faſt hola 
vponthe hornes of Gods Al- 
tar. Heintitles, and ingages 
God onely in the quarrell of 
» hisfinne, as having offended 
none, but himalone : Aga? 
Thee, Thee only hae IT ſinned, 
| arddone thicexill in thy ſight. 
See how he doubleththe Em- 
; phaſis: eAgainſt Thee, Thee 
; only kaxeTfrancd, and done this 
enill in thy fight. Why, had 
| not Daxid offended and ſin- 
ned againſt men alſo, againſt 
Uriab,his lite, his wite, and 
| thoſe other that dyed with 
' himforcompany, yea againſt 
the whole Church,againſt the 
very enemies of. the Lord, 
cauſing them to blaſpheie ? 
&c. How then faith he here, , 
eAgainſt Thee, Theeonly? Vo & CER 
omit other interpretatians of 
H 4 this 
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this ſpecch, ſome reterring it 
to DavidasKing,whom none 
but God could puniſh ; ſome, 
as Gods Child ; ſomcas ſpc- 
ken comparatincly berweene 
God and men, thatthough he 
had offended men much, yet 
God moit,nor onely in regard 
of his Law violated, bart ot his 
loue vnkindly rewarded : c- 
thers, that Daxtds finne was 
knowne onely to God, and 
concealed from men, in that 
he faith, » thy fohr:(although 
neither Dawids adultery with 
Bathſzabe,nox his murther of 
Uriah could potsibly bee to 
cloſly carried, but his Court, 
and Campe, and fo the vyorld 
might take notice otthem,he 
hauing imployed meſſengers 
to fetch the one, and /oab ito 
betray the other, & had made 
Uriah drunke,which ſinelled 
ſtrong 
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ſtrong cnough, 'and beeing 
dead, 7oab bids the meſſenger 
ſay to Danid,T hy ſeruant Uri- 
2h ts ſlatne alſo, which he knew 
would pacific Dazidtor that 
his diſhonourable defear, and 
wherefore) this I nate main- 
ly,that howſocuer men might 
make either the beit, or the 
worlt of all this, cither by 
flattering him to his face, as 
being a King,or flowting him 
behind his backe, as hauing 
enemies ; ſothar comfort he 
could no where finde : herc- 
upon he makes his appcalc to 
Gods iudgement feat, uh 
whom was mercy ; frm mans, 
of whom he could expe but 
little ; he pleades, thatif any 
nad cauſe to tudge, then God 
moſt of all; wherein Dautd 
defires that God would tal.e 


the matter into his owne 
Hs hand. 
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hand. Daxid knowing wel) 
enough, that the principal! | 
Creditor being ſatisfied, the | 
fame willtake tachorderwith 
all the reſt, as to worke the | 
debtcrs peacewith them vpon 
reaſonable termes,ſith he hath 
all their hearts in his hands, 
and is alone able by his Grace 
to ſatisfie them, ſo as no dam- 
mage ſhall come vnto them | 

| 


by their forbearance. 
Againe,that GodsMiniſter 
mths caſe may find comfort 
in his Miniſterie among his 
people, hee muſt obſerne ano- | 
ther practiſe of Danid,which | 
is, to haue his heart eſtabliſh- 
ed by Grace, and that, not | 
onely inthe aſſured pardon of | 
his ſinne, bat alſointhe fin= | 
ceritie of his counerſion from 
it, that hee may the more 
cheerfully apply humſelfe to | 
inſtruc | 
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inſtruct others. Note Dawid's Plal 5 1. 
| words well, Hide thy face from 
, my ſinnes, and blot ont all mine 
| D1Quities, Thar's for the par- 
| donof his ſine, andthediſ- 
) Charge of his debt to God. 
| Whatthen followes? (reare 
in me acleane heart O God, and 
renew a right Spirit within me : 
that 1s,a cleane heart from the 
guilt of finne paſt, and a right 
Spirit, to abhorre and auoid 

finne to come. And headds, 

| ( aſt me not away from thy pre- 
| ſence,and take not thy holy Spirit 
| from me; Reflore vnto me the 
| Hoy of thy Saluation, anduphola 
'  memihthy free Spirit. How 
doth hee labour to fortific 
himſelfe in Gods favour and 
grace? And what then ? 7 hen 
will I teach tranſgreſſours thy 
wayes, and finners ſhall be con- 
werted umothee, Then,and not 
| before 
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before, when a Miniſter hath | 
found peace with God in the | 
pardon of his finne, hee may || 
with comfort of Conſcience 
apply himſcife in his Miniſtry | 
to bee an inftrument of con- {/ 
uerting others vnto God. As | 
Chrilt iaid co Peter, When tho: 
art connerred, ſtrengthen thy | 
brethren. As Damd goes on, 
Delizer me from blood-guiltt- 
reſſe, © God, thou God of my 
Saluation, and my tongue ſhall 
fing alond of thy righteouſueſſe. | 
© Lord, open thow my tips, and 
my mouth ſbal! ſpew forth thy 
prayſe. Nor did Salomon be- | 
come a Preacher of Rcpen- {| 
tance toother, before hee hacd | 
firſt repented hicaſelfe. And | 
Eſay, being a man of polln= {| 
ted lips, had no hcarttopro- 
phecie to orhers, before the 
Seraphinz had touched his lips 
with i 
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with a coale from the Altar, 
ſaying, Lo,thi hath touched thy 
lips, and thine imquitie 1s taken 
away , and thy ſinne prerged, 
Whereupon- E/ay now Call Eſa, 6,3« 
ſay, Here { ans, ſend me. So that 
a Miniſters pcace with God, 
glues him comfort and cons 
rage topreach to others that 

race and mercic, whereof 
Pimſelfe hath had particular 
experience. As Pal! fath, , Ti, x: 
For this cauſe I obtamed mercie, ;6, , 
that in me firi#, Teſuuws Chrift 
mught ſhew forth all leng ſuf- 
fering for a patiterne to there, 
which ſhould hereafter belicxe ou 
hs: to life ecterlaſting. But on 
the contrarie, I {ce not with 
what confidence or courage a 
Manifter can ſtand inthe pre- 
ſence of God, anc inthe face 
of his Congregaticn , cither 
to in{trukt others um righte- 
ot cules, 
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ouſtefle, which himſfelfe fol- 
loweth not, or to reproue 
them of ſinne, whereof him- 
ſelfe repenteth not. Famous 


is that example of Origen, 


who for his offering of In- 


cenſe to the Idoll, being ex- * 


communicated from the 
Church of eAtexanaria, and 
comming to /eruſalems, and 
there intreated, yea and in a 
manner inforced to preach 
vnto them, hee going vp to 
the Pulpit, as if hee would 

reach, recited thoſe words 
inthe Pſalm, But to the wicked, 
ſaith God, what haſt thou to doe 
to declare my Statutes, or that 
thou ſhouldſt take my ( onenant 
zn thy mouth, ſering thou hateſF 
an/lruttion,and caftef# my words 
behind thee * Hee no ſooner 
had read theſe words, but clo- 
{ing the Booke,. fell into a per 


— 
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and bitter weeping, and that 
{oabundantly,that as a ſtream 
it carried the affections of the 
whole aſſembly with 1t to 
weepe for companic, and that 
out of a fellow-feeling of 
thoſe compunctions of heart, 
which ſo {topped his mouth, 
and opened the flood-gates of 
repentance, for his lateſacritt- 
cingto the Idol,and for other 
hiserrours,whereinto he was 
faid to fall, after that his fall. 
Such an inſupportable burden 
1s-finne vnrepented vpon 4 
Mimlters Conſcience,that tit! 


by the mercie of God hee be * 


well lightened of it, vneath 
he ſhall beare the Lords bur- 
then vnto the people. But 
vpon tus humble repentance 

being at peace with God, and? 


| hauingobtained the comfort 


| 


| of his Spirit,and the aflſtance 
o 
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of his grace to ſettle him in 
the ſtate of a good Conſci- 
ence, and of a holy life ; here- 
upon he becomes 1mboldened 
to preach of mercy to others, 
whereof himfclte hath fo 
plentifully taited and wherby 
{ſinners may be converted vn- 
to God. 

Thirdly, The Miniſter as 
hce hath offended his Flocke 
any way w{tly,he muſt labour 
to make them ſatisfaction. 
And thisitandsin foure things 
elpecially : Firſt, In cubbling 
hislabour and diligence inthe 
faithfull diſcharge of his Mi- 
niſtry., that what hc hath for- 
mcrly loſt by any kind of 
neglect, either in life, or Do» | 
frine, hee may cnceuour to 
rcgaine. 

Secondly, In lavouring ſo 
much the more to ſet forth 

| | tim(clfe 
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himfelfe as a patterne of a 
true belicuer, in fairh, in pat!- 
ence,and other vertues, wher- 
by the calling not cnely of a 
Chriſtian, but of a Miniſter 
and Paſtour of Gods people 
15 adorned, So that the con- 
ſtant example of his carriage 
and courſe tor the time to 
come, may be asa mouth, to 
ſignifie to all, his exceeding 
humiliation and forrow for 
his ſinnes paſt, his hatred and 
decteſtation of all finne in him- 
ſelfe and others, and his car- 
neſt careand purpoſe of hart, 
expreſſed in his pratite vt- 
terly to abandow and auoid 
the like, and all finne for the 
time to come, ſetting himſelfe 
with all boldnefſe to reproue 
finnein others, which now 


' they may behold ſo hatctull 


to himſelfe ; turning aiſo his 
Peo- 
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people, that' ſetting them- 
{clues to ſpeedic repentance, 
they need not to doubt of 
Gods mercie towards them, 
feeing that the ſinne of their 
Paſtour was not denyed 1t. 

Thirdly, To be continually 
excrciſed in feruent prayer 
for his people , that from 
henceforth , they may reape 
infinitely more profite by his 
Miniſtry,and example of life, 
then formerly they hane re- 
ceiued hurt by any his neg- 
le&t,or occaſfion. This will be 
a meanes (through Gods ſpe- 
ciall bleffing cooperating )to 
reconcile and reunite the peo- 
ples hearts to their Paſtonr, 
and to cauſe all things to 
ſucceed happily betweene 
them. 

Laſtly, He muſt practiſe the 
Spurit of meekencile __— 

[4 


— 


YE $5 YT % 5; T7 2 Roo pr os 


tO 


—_— 


——— 


of Conference. 


the weake , labouring to re- 
ſtore ſuch, conſidering his 
owne felfe, who hath beene, 
and leſt hee may be yet temp- 
ted. Aad to bee patient to- 
wardsall,that if he meet with 
any vnkind affronts, or cloſle 
biting malicious frumpes, hee 
either anſwer not at all, re- 
membring that God hath 
layd that burthen vpon him ; 
- elfe, left the malicious may 
thus, being let goe, periſh in 
his " Tang = mceith 
him;either priuatly,or, if oc- 
caſion require, pudlickly bee 
fore all the companie, fo, as 


| they may learne to feare God, 


leſt they turne the fall of their 
brother through weakenefſle, 
now repented,now recoucred 
into their own preſumptuous 
ruine 1rrecoucrable. But neuer 
to retort or returne rebuke 


- 
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tor rebuke, euen as Did 
would ſhew no reuenge ypon 
curſing curſed Shimes, hoping 
God would ave him good 
tor his curſing that day, and 
knowing,tharGod would not | 
hold Sh;mei guiltlefſe, but 
without repentance, without | 
peace bring him tothe graue, 
as it befell Shimes. Thus may 
the afflited and humbled 
Conſcience of Gods Miniſter 
bee through Gods grace and 
mercie inabled in ſome good 
| mcaſure to beare vp again(t 
{ſuch winds and waucs of try- 
all, and in timeto ouercome 
them. Although when he hath 
done lus belt, and ſuffered 
much, yet hee muit make ac- 
count neuer to bee quit of his 
paine altogether till death, bur | 
asa hurt or bruiſe inthe body | 
in youth, it will become an 

ach, 
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ach,and ſymptome of old Je, 
accompanying him to his 
graue. As Danid, in his old 
age, complaines of the aches 
of thoſe ſinnes in his youth, 
ſtill ticking 1n His bones, 
when hee ſaid, Remember not PG 
the ſinnes of my youth,&c. So 7* 
that he muſt conclude and re- 
folue with Hezechiah, 1 ſhall pan 
$9 ſoftly all my yeeres in the 


itterneſſe of my Soule. And ſay 

with Dazid, My ſorrow 1s 

continually before me. And ener | 
to make this vie of his former 
ſinnes,cuen to bce humbled in | 
hisbeſt graces,and moſt beau- 
tifulla&1ons,and prouoked to 
aſpire toall perteion therin, 
not fearing now to be proud, 
who hath ſuch cauſe to 


' be humbled. 
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CHAP. V. 


The third (onfluft, ariſing from 
the Sacred ſocietie of the 
Ainiftry offended. 


| PZ was no ſmall griefeto the 
| Cant-1.6 


Spouſe, when ſhe ſaid, My 


and 5.7. Mothers children were angry 


with me. . And againe, The 
Watchmen , that went about the 
Citie, found me, they (mote me, 


they wounded me, the Keepers of 


the Walls tooke away my waile 
fromme. Thelcalt offence gi- 
uen by a Miniſter, if it ſhall 
be taken to heart of the whole 
Sacred ftraternitie, and made 
theirs : when the Delinquent 


confiderethit,whata torment - 


1s1tto his Conſcience ? when 
hee ſhallnow ſee their coun- 
tenances auerſe, full of high 


indig- 


| 


\ 


of Conſcience, 


indignation and contempt to- 

wards him ; when now, as a 
perſon excommunicated with 
eAnathema CMaran-eAtha, 
they refuſe to conuerſe, or 
keepe compante with him; ; 
when now,as the Owle, he is 
abhorred, forſaken, left deſo- 
late, diſconſolate , 'of all the 
Birds. Andallthis, ſomuch 
the more grieuous,as ſeeming 
to bee grounded vponthe pe- 
remptorie Canon of the Apo- 


Brethren, in the N_ame of our 
Lord Ieſus Chrift,that ye with- 
araw your ſelues from enerie 


Brother , that walketh inordi- 
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| file, Now we command you 2 Thell.3 


I on F 
nately, 5c. And againe, I hawe h 


written Unto you not to keepe 
companie. If any that i called a 
ke. be a Fornicator,or ( 6- 
Ketois,or an [dolater,or aDrux- 
hard, or an Extertioner , with 


ſuch 
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ſach a 81e,90,70t to ear. So that 
molt diſcomfortable muſt it .4 
riceds be toa Minilter, when 
any way iuftly he fallcth ypon 
the vniucriall diſpleaſure of 
thoſe of his owne Coat, be. 
ing abhorred of them , per- 
ſons by Calling Holy, of | 
eſtecme Renercnd. Infucha | 
caſe then, what ſhall the poor 
Owledoe ? Whither retire, 
but into her carke Cell, the: 
veric embleme of Hell? Or 
at the beſt, being but asaSpar- | 
row ſitting alone vpon the 
Houfetop : Or asa Pelican m 
the Deſert, without comfort, 
withour reſort of friend, or 
Phyſitian, ro comfort or cure \ 
the bleeding wound. Solitari- | 
nefſe onely affording him this - | 
Me doles benefit, that he may the more 
Vereyqut. freely, withcut witneile bc- 
_.. waile his doletull ogy” | 
or | 


of Conſcience, 
For to whom ſhall hee make 
his coraplaint, or of whom 
ſceke comfort, when the 
vi hole Colledge of Phyſitians 
forſake him, asa man whole 
caſe is deſperate, and 
incurcable 2 
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CHAP. VI, 


How in this caſe notwith- 
ſtanding, the poore forlorn 
Patient may find 
reliefe. 


ET um this perplexcd 

ſtate, whatloeuer his of- 
fence may bec\ more or lefle, 
this may bce one comfort to 
him, art leaſt in the behalfe of 
the Church of God, that the 
Miniſters thereot ſhould bce 
{o zealous of the credite of 
their Sacred calling , that if 
any one among them ſhali by 
ſome exorvitancie or 1rrcgu- 
laritie diſhonour the fame, 


without any apparent ſigne of 


remorle or repentance, all are 
ſo affe.ted with it, as they 
looke on their Delinquent 

Brother 


F1 


th. 
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Brother a farre cff,as men doe 
vpon a Plagiy cr Leprous 
pcrion. Yealct hin account 1t 
his happineſſc to ine wifucha 
Church, whoſe Sheepherds 
arc ſotender of his, and their 
owne vnltained puritic. For 
in{ucha Church( if any ſuch 
Church bee vpon carth) no 
Miniſter will euer dare to bee 
ſo couctons,one of athouſand * qu, 
as to heape vp riches, and rc- Me D:ſþc- 
tenues one vpon another and. w 
. 7 {t%t 11/14 
without number , waight, Or zeſera.ze. 
meaſure, more like a Secular Heron ys 
"7 T 7 , 
Potentate , then a Spiritvall — 
*Etuard,or Shecpherd : For if Ctericum, 
{o, hee mult tooke to bee, not & ex mo- 
had in admiration for his? ©#em 
ER hae +4; 1 , ©. #ongbils 
vn CL 1 5 UL CEC anc: vlov:oſum, 
ihunned of the whole frat r- 9» fange 
RIS C % ALEC i hy x” Aim yew 
nitic, as a man vevortÞþy, vn- 
fir vnal ” h þ nd Hom fares 
tC, VN. CE TOTFEACN OTNPETS TNE pp os, 14 
way to Heaucn, vw ho hath ta- Nepor, 
I 2 ken 
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ken vp his hcaucnvpon earth, 
whoſe whole zcaleto recom- 
mend Heaucntoothers, is for 
no other end,butthat humicltc 
may 1ntoy the carth alone. 
None of that Churches facred 
Orccr, nonor any other prc- 
phane Secular will bee fo 
ſhamleſly aBoon companion, 
to make the Taucrne his Stu- 
dic, the Dicc and Cards his 
Bookes, Fortunes boxc, the 
Pocrcs box,to which his cha- 
ritie ſacrificeth of his contin- 
gent gaincs,thus ſpending and 
{pinving out the Thread of 
his life and liuclyhood, and all 
to make a Cobweb to coucr 
him : For if ſo, God forbid 
he ſhould hope for impunity, 
but let him looke 1uſtly to bee 
caſt out of his Brethrens 1o- 
Cictic, as a prodigious prodt- 
gall, fitter to keepe Hogges, 
then 
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s als. 4 


of Conſcience. 


then werthy to ſhcere the 
Lerds Sheepe. No Mimiſtcr 
then could cuer halt in IisRe- 
I: gion, be Tdolatrouſly, or Po- 
puhly afteIcd, CY any way 
comple with Neitr alitie and 
Lvkerormencle in Religion, 
by preaching or otherwaycs : 
If fo, Iet himlooke, thar all 
the reſt of his Brethren will, 
as once man, ſtand vp: againſt 
him, and oppole him.” No 
Miniſter will tee ambitious, 
haughtily afteFing the honor 
of preeminence ouer his Bre- 
thren,rather thenthe burthen 
of his Office : 9 ſo, let him 
lookethatthey all, not out of 
carnall enuy, "bur holy zcale, 
will with their eric lookes 
humble and abate ii:ch a one, 
and with one voyce d:\clatme 
him ,\\ ith a Nolwmrrs hunc do- 
mart ſuper nos. No Mn! {tcr 
S wall 
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will eafily walke inordinatly, 
that is,asthe Apoſtle apply «th 
it,not working 1n his Calling, 
or doing the worke of the 
Lord ncgligently : For if hee 
do, let hun lookeatter admo- 
nition,to be auo) ded of all his 
Brethren as a Heathen or 
Publican, as our Saniour 
cakes. According to that of 
—_ oltle, If f any that is cal- 

led a Brother, be any of theſe, 4 
Fornicatour,or Conetons, or an 
Idelater,or a Rayler,or a Drun- 
hard, or an Extortioner, or (uch 
lthe, with ſuch' a one, no nat to 
at. Tna word then,if this be 
done to one, who cannot 1uſt- 
ly bec taxed with any of all 

theſe , who had rather dye, 
then finne, yer through ſeine 
frailtic, OY folly hat); offenaca 
his Brethren, though it bee 
infnitely more — 
TO 


- 
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his owne attfiRed Soule, and 
for which hee 1s like all his 
Liic long to wade in this vaile 
of miſerie, through a ſea of 
forrows, and flood of teares : 
Then what may another ex- 
p<cA, that walkethin an open 
{candalous courſe, veithout 
the tealt rouch of remorſe, 
much lefſe ſigne of retorma- 
tion ? Eiſpccially in ſuch a 
Church, whoſe greateſt care 
and vigilancie 1s to bce found 
without ſpot or wrinckle, 
ſince the Apoltle faith, /f any 
7m@ obey not our word, note that 
7241, and hae nocompanie with 
him, that he may be aſhamed. 
Net ( ohthat wee would note 
thisApoſtolicke caution well, 
and put it in better practile !) 
count hinz not as an enemie, bat 
admnmnſn him as a Brother. 
And vct (alas!) for many 

[ 4 fenecre 
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ſeneere Cenſnrers, where is 
one brotherly Admoniſher ? 
For all are ready to condemn, 
to contemne , when many 
times (if they knew all [ ) they 
had more need to comfort 
their deieRed and diſcon{olat 
Brother, if cuer themſclues 
taſted of the ſame bitter Cup 
of Spirituall diſcomforts. 
Another mitigation of his 
maladie may ariſe trom the 
conſideration of the perfeRt 
condition of theſe his Bre- 
thren,and that as othersſinne, 
ſo (itisto bee hoped ) their 
owne alfo in the firlt place 
cannot but bee diſplcaſing th 
themſelues, and then he 
comfort may bee, that one 
time or other at ! aft, they vill 
looke more fanonrabt: I Voun 
him, be reconctied vnto E:m, 
take him into thcir boſome 
agune 


_— 


Go wy, 
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_ 


_ —— 


6f Conſcience. 


againe,they cannot bee impla- 
cable at lealt rebuke him in 
the Spirit of meckencile, as 
knowing that themſelues allo 
may be tempted. An thus lct 
ne be the obiect of contempt 
to my Brethren, while I may 
intoy the fi cht of the vnſtain- 
dnefſe of their perfections : ; 
and thcemſelues without enuie 
honoured and admired of all. 
But yet(alas! ) thete comforts 
will not come home enough. 
Toretoyce at the happy eltate 
of Gods Church and Chil- 
drcn,though itbcea ſymptom 
and i:gne of true grace, and a 
quai itic proper tonone but to 
Godselet Saints : Yet what . 


comfort can it bee for aman,. 


toreioyce at others well-fare, 
and in the mcane time to bee 


prefſled downe with the 


waight of his owne vnwor- 
Is thineſle? 
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thineſfle ? Or hotv can he be 
comforted to ice others in ho- 
nor, that 15himiclte compaſicd 
about with diſgrace ? Could 
the fight of Lazaris in Abra- 
bam's boſome any whit com- 
fort POOTIC Dies, now 11 Hell 
torments, or not rather add 
facll to thoſe flames ? Much 
lefſe ſhall hee ener thinke to 
extenuate his ovne finac, and 
conſequently mitigate his for- 
row, by difcoucring or ivi- 
charitadly thinking "that there 
may be | fan greater obliqut- 
tics in others,thcn hec can ca- 
ſily find to bee in himſelfe. 
As though anothcrs Plague 
would afl wage my Feuer : Oc 
anothers Gangrcue my Re- 
duuiz,or fore hnger. Yea,on 
the contrarie, the leaſt ſinne 

becomes the more damnable, 
whenir ſeckes a patronage, or 
ſha dow 


———— 
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ſhaddow trom ſome others 
Maſter-ſinne. This 1s tolooke 
vpon others finnes with a 
PerſpeRiue. glafſe, turning 
that end outward, which d:- 
lateth and multiplycththe ob- 
1et, but the othcr towards a 


* mans ſelfe, which ccntracteth 


and abatcth it. Nor is it ſafe 
for. a man ſo tocompare or 
parallel himfelfe with others, 
as looking onely on their 1n- 
ftirmitics and fitps, but not on 
their more maſculine vertues 
and graces : And onthe other 
ſ1de,refleRing vpon his owne 
moralities, perhaps not mix- 
ed with the like impcrfectt- 
ons, at lea{tinapparence, yet 


comming as farre ſhort of 


the others pertections , and 
nobler parts,thereupon cither 
to comfort himſelfe , or to 


contemn them,in compurninn 
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of himſelte. AsT remember 
a {wect obſcruation of Saint 
| Augcarra eAnuguitine to this purpole : 
} omg - > Multi  nunquam Chrittum 
| "paar, ſemel abnogarerunt nec 1145 
| pro noftra ſalute paſſionem umn- 
probarerunt, nec Gentes T1da- 
{AYE Coenerntt, E& tamen Pe- 
tro, Qus - fecit, 1mpares C0 
parebunt. [ta mulit fideles nul- 
lures appetentes Vxorem, nulluns 
maritum appetite Uſque ad mor- 
tem perſequentes , Davnsdicum 
ramen meritum, qui ta fectt, 
non attmnount. T antiim tnterest, 
quod cure m [eipſo, quanting 
aifpliceat,vt peritus extirpetav : 
& qnid pro eo fruttiferum, & 
opulentum wmgenti feracutate 
conſurgat : quia & agreole plus 
placent agrt, qu ſpins etians 
MAGN eradicatts,centenum pro- 
ferunt:quam guinullas vnquan 
ſprnas babneriimt, & vVix ad tri- 


Cenum 


ef Conſctence, 
centtm pernentunt. Many never, 
no not once, denied Chriit, 
nor diſcommended his Paſh- 
ol for ourSaiuation,nor Com- 
pclled theGentiles to Indaize; 
and yetthey will be found far 
inferiqur to *Peter, who did 
theſe things. So alſo many Be- 
Licucrs, hauing neitlicr dei red 
any mans wite,nor perſecuted 
the husband of any dcfired, 
vnto the death, yet they 
attaine not to Darid's exccl- 
lencie, who did theſe things. 
Of (o great conſequence is it, 
what difpleafeth cucric man 
in him{clfe, and how much, 
that it may vtterly bee rooted 
out ; and what in ſtcad chere- 
of ſpringeth vp, asa fruittull 
and rich crop : becauſe enen 
thoſe Fields doe more deitght 
the Husbandman, which ha- 
wng great Thornes ſcrubbed 


VP 
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of himielfe. AsT remember 
a {wect obſcruation of Saint 
| Azg.corra eAuguitine to this purpole : 
_ n 0 . CHMulti  nunquam Chritum 
_ oooetett® wel ſemecl abnogauerunt nec ey 
| pro noitra ſalute paſſionem un- 
probauerunt, nec Gentes Inda- 
{AYE Coeoerutnt, C* tamen'Pe- 
tro, qui = fect, 1mpares c014- 
parebunt. Ita mulit fideles,nul- 
lures appetentes vxorem, nulluns 
maritum appetite vſque ad mor- 
tem perſequentes , Daxudicun 
tamen meritum, qus ita fecit, 
non attingunt. T antim rterest, 
quod curgue m [erpſo, quantung, 
aifpleceat,ut peritus extirpetur : 
& guid pro eo fruttiferum, &- 
opulentum ingenti feracitate 
conſurgat : quia & apricots plus 
placent agrt, qui ſpins etians 
Magnts eradicatis,centenum pro- 
ferunt:quan qi nullas vnquan 
ſpmas babnerimt, & vix ad tri- 


cCenum 


ef Comſcrence, 
centm perrenunt. Many ncuer, 
no not once, denied Chriit, 
nor diſcommendcd his Paſh- 
on for ourSaiuation,nor Com- 
pclled thc(Gentiles to Indaize; 
and yctthey will be found far 
interiqur to *Peter, who did 
theſe things. So alfo many Be- 
licucrs, hauing neitlicr dei red 
any mans wite,nor perſecuted 
the husband of any dcfired, 
vnto the dcath, yet they 
attaine not to Dard's excc!- 
lencie, who did theſe things. 
Of to great conſequence is t, 
what difpleafeth cucric man 
in himklfe, and how much, 
that it may vtrerly bee rooted 
out ; and what in Read rhere- 
of ſpringeth vp, asa fruitiull 
and rich crop : becauſe encn 
thoſe Fields doe more delight 
the Husbandman, which ha- 
ung great Thornes ſcrubbed 
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vp, doe bring forth an hun- 
dred fold : then thote, which 
neuer had any fuch Thorncs, 
and yet ſcarcely amount to , 
thirtie-fold. So he. 

Butto find f{olid comfort, 
the Paticnt muſt 1mitate the 
Spouſe, who being beaten by 
the Watchmen, for not k.cep- 
ing her owne Vine, yt gocs 
on with all care and diligence 
to ſceke out him, whom her 
Soule loued, whom till ſhee 
tound,ſhe could find no fornd 
comfort. Chrit i that great 
and good Sheepherd, that gave 
bv life fer hes Sheep. He ts that 
mercifull High Prieft, who 
takes compaſſion of our infirmi- 
ties. If any man fine, we (wee 
faith the veloued Diſciple ) we 
baue an Adnocate with the Fa- 
ther, Ieſus Chrift the righteou:, 
and he it the Propitiation for our 

fins. 
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frames.) his 15 that lwoet Ielus, 
who xcieked not lis penitent 


Apoſtc,though hc had denied 


 himchrice.'i hisis that Indge, 


betore whom the woman dc- 
prchended in Adultcrie, being 
accuied, ſhce found murcic, 
when hcr accuſcrs, reav1er to 
{tone her, then {fo auch as 
once to {mitevpon their own 
breſt, yet {iunke aivay (eife- 
condemued, not abiling the 


lac of their acculation,while 


ſhee, neicher fee'ing to hide 
her ſinne, nor to haiten from 
the ſentence, wholly commit- 
ting her cautc tothe cicmency 
of the Indge, was difmilled 
withthiscomfortavle ſpeech, 
N either do | condemne thee, 0, 
& [nm mare. Tothismercitul 
Iudge let the diitrefſed Con- 
{crence appcale, when all the 
world accuſerth, condemneth. 

And 


18 


ws] 


, 


194 Conflicts and Comforts 


And now O Lord Teſus 
Chriſt,thon oncly compathc- 
nate Phyſitian of the w ound- 
ed Spirir,thon onely refreſher 
of the wx caric,and laden,chon 
onely mercifull High Pricit, 
who aft therefore acquaint- 
ed with intirmitics,yet with- 
out finne, that thou might'{t 
tal.e compaſſion enen of our 
ſinful! mnhrmnies ; Vouchſate 
torcflet one looke of grace 
vpon thy wretched Scruant, 
which as the Sunne-beame 
may {o warie the cold com- 
forticilc Soule, as ſending vp 
vayouric jighes towards Hea- 
ven, they may di{Hll in fuch a 
kindly fad ſhowre of godly 
forrow,as to cauſe the parch- 
cd ground of my heartto fru- 
ite more abundantly, as at- 
ecr the latter raine,toa bleſſed 
Haruelt, O Lord Chriſt,my 
{in- 
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finnefall Soule dare the more 
dolaly appeate; an approch 
tothy Tudgement Scat, DCe- 
Cau{« thy {Þ ce was indged for 
me, and art become not tonely 
my ludge bu t 17 Advocate. 


—_—_ 
At thy Bar ; [ fe arc Not C9) 


* _ 
hold Cp the] hand of my faith, 
and to open the mouth of 
bumble ſorrow to confeſſe 
guntktic. Seeing I cannot dce 
this, bur preſently, as by the 
Law of Relation, thou auou- 
cheſtthy ſelfe my Sautour,my 
Surctie, my Sacrifice, my Sa- 
tisfa Xion \ in whole pure 
Blood all my pollations are 
\ athed, on whoſe Crofle the 
hand-1xriting of all that debt 
of mine, more then ten thot- 
ſand Taicnts,1s faſt nayled,and 
cancelled. Oh,that it where 
my lot, to have none othcr 
ludge, butthy {ct ,tobc S{Lo 
tenced 
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tenced at none other Barre, 

but thy Tribunall ! Why ? 

Bccauſc thou arc not Tuſt? 1 ca 

a molt vpright lJadge.But oh, 

that 1 might fall into thy 

hanas onely, and not intothe 

hands of men! For with thee 

there 15 mercie, that thor mayeſt 

be feared. Thou fo torgiueſt 

Ang.fie (innc, as withall thou m_ 

r . . 
Fen (ſt it, cancelling and crofin 

eemiſ].1.2,thy Booke : But man once of- 

eap-19 fended,writes itin his marble 

heart, for perpetuall remem- 

brance. Onely thou playcſt 

- - _ # the good and wiſe Phyfitian, 

fiae!es ſu:4 NEEPINg * long open the deep- 
in 4'iqut- HD 

Bus Vitti: tardins ſanat vt in kis eos mimics quam 

omplende ex onnt partie tuſtine ſufficit, delettet 

bonum, vt quantum yertimet ad integerrimYm 

regulam verittt enms,no nftificetur in conſþe- 

Fit ens onmirs Vitnens Nee im &0 13/0 vulr nes 

dammub:ilcs, ſed humiles, commendans noby earn 

dem gratians ſuam ie fac letatem in exmnibns aſ- 

ecutsuoſirum protermms eſe qno 1 eins &/f, 
EL 
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of Coxrfctence, 
cr wound, Icaft the ſadcainc 
nealling and cloſing of 1: vp 
might proue dangerc? 13. This 
thou dealt'it with: Dartd, who 
[ving weltering in his blood, 
tho'1 the £90. i Samuritan 
took 't comp aſi , Poured'it 
in thy healing Oyle of par- 
don, . but w ithall the corofiue 
wine of h:;un1i1ation,fo to cat 
out,or ſuppreite the luxuriant 
new-growne fieſh, leſt toiter- 
ing inwardly, it might proue 
to2 a Gangrcc ne. And when I 
am thus caſt vpon the worlds 
reproch, I know it 15 Not 
without thy init, good, and 
witc al diſpoſing hand. Thou 
faweſt what fimall Fruit ail my 
ordinaric and enerx-day IC- 
PCNEance F Yrought forth, I 
It C4 4 NOT WOrke 111 MC fxch 4 
per fect hatred and dureftation 
of f{uic , fuch an cxa-t care 
anc! 
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and Conſcience of auoy ding 
the leaitt apPcarance of cu! 
as thourcquirct; how it la- 
bourcd at the bit rarhcr to 
0p off the out-branches of 
{[:nne, as eye-ſores of the 
worla,thcn putting the axe to 
the root of the Tree, to tiub 
it vp with all the radicall 
{prtgs and ſprouts of affecti- 
ons. And how eaſic 1s 1t to 
fb ber over repentance , 
vi hen the heart 1 1S NOT poſſeſ- 
{cd with adue eſtimate of the 
ſmalleit firne ? I thought 
all was well, or at leaſt tol- 
lerable, being free from the 
maine Act, nor making pra- 
cc, nor raki ing g pleature, nor 
walki ing 1n a purpoſe , nor 
w arching opportunitie , Ncr 
pvrſinng rhe meanes of com- 
nitting ſnne with greed!- 
nclic. Or if at any time a 
temptation 


— — 


mm 
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of Conſcience. 

cemptation did oucrtake me, 

to yeald aſſent, pon thy gra- 
tious prevention, I fo retoy= 
cced with the Phariſee, Lord, 
I thanke thee, e+c.as | negiected 
the Publicans Prayer , Lord 
be mercifull to me a ſimer. Not 
ducly + conſidering in the 
meane time, cither the ſ{tri&- 
neſle of thy Laiv, or the Sa- 
credneſs of my Perſon & Pro- 
teſion, the one ſtraitly prohi- 
biting the other infinitely ag- 
g; -uating the leaſt degree of, 

or diſpoſition vnto finne, 
cauſing that to bce morrall 
im mc, which in othcrs might 
bcc accounted yeniall. And 
although thou knoweſt, Lord 
( which I dare the more 
freely recount, to the glorie 
of thy Grace ) how often, 

when occalions Were offered, 

cuen inwting mee to fine 


( boldnefle 
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(boldrefle vi _— ing the ſcat of 
baſhful! nefle) 1 have by thy 

preſent aſviſtance (not ele, 

white mine owne corruption, 

(when lett tot felte) would 
caſily have followed)anoided, 
declined them ; and where I | 
hauc obſcrued tc mptations ro | 
be ſtrongeſt, ard danger moſt | 
apparant, have pur polely, not 
caring to truſt vpon mine | 
OWNC weake itrcngth, with- 
drawn my (clic, ns! have | 
bcene like to bee taken with 
the lime-twigs, which the | 
cunning tower layd FOL MCe ; 
hane [not taken the wing: of the 
Dome, to fly a loft froz the dan- 
gen? yea orctim 12S hinting 
vpontriall, a fex1L1lity in the 
obie, hanc I not dy aded, 

haue [ not counſclled for 
good ? Yetallthis, all this 
whilc,as it {ecmeth to ACCcit- 


full 


— rar een mn p__— 
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of Conſcrence. I91 


full is the heart abone all 
things,)not with that zcalous 
affection, not with that tho- 
row hatred of finne, as was 
requiſite. Certainly I did not 
withall ny power reſiſt the us 
Diuell ; ſo that it gave him 1n- = <e ac _s 
couragement to watch ſtill cooperarus 
new occaſions to take me tar- 1» #oxmm, 
die, when I ſhould leaſt Y7#«<- 
eo frorſe 
dreame of danger ; and obſcr- jw imma, 
uing my ſpirituall armour not Vt ctiam 
ſotightly girt tomy loynes,/# 9! c0- 
ghtly girt tomy loynes,/ 


n Aeute 
but like 7oabs ſword to hang = = 


looſe,and dangling about me, exorberar, 
hee hope(l cone time or other ©742 #oc 
14 ipſrem ers 
to {mite me vnawares,as loab fzcias are 
cid eFmnafa , kiſting and kit- frere ts 
ing bothat once. And could _— 
he at all hauc incloſed mee in Zu... 
his toyle, had nor rhy wonder- redewnr, 
t1ml* Prouidcnce ſo diſpoſed it ©7*e 40- 
10YEehs 
toa further end, then Sathan prong” 
inagincd ? Haſt thou there Corr. & 


left £74600p.9 
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Icfr me ? No ſurely. For firſt, 
bauing chaſtifed and purged 
me with a fiery {icknefle mgh 
vnto dcath, and hcard my 
praicr for deliucrance,and for 
arcnewed, redublgd ſtrength 
11 my Miuuſtry to be a poore 
inſtrument of thy. glory, 
which mv folly had any way 
ſtained : how haſt thou fol- 
lowed mce cucr ſince e what 
with aſsi{ting grace, what 
with aft icing ericfe, leaſt 
I raight bee cither too much 
exalted,uvith the one 3 or too 
much deprcſied with the 0- 
ther ? And hath not thy vn- 
changable wiſedome for this 
very cauſe, left ſome corrup- 
tions in thy holeſt Saints, to 
kcepe them in the ballance 
of a due temper, that ſo the 
tempter might not attaine to 
his wiſhed ends, whule hee 

mee- 


 ——— — ——————— 


of Conſcience. 


inceteth with two contrary 


windes to faile withall. For 
when hee would tempt to 
pridc for the indowinents of 
thy graces, how doe our very 
corruptions ſtand vp againſt 
tim to our hunnhation. On 
the other ſide, when he would 
tempt vs to diffidence , de- 
icHon,defperation, in rcgard 
of our indwelling or out-brea= 
king {inncs, thenthy grace 11 
tcrpoſeth it ſelfe, not onely as 
a tokcn cf thine vachangeable 
loue,but as a mighty weapon, 
to batter do,yne all Satans 
ſtrong holds. Hereof haſt thou 
glucen mee ſuthicient expert- 
ence : herein abundant cauſe 
of comfort : ſo that, may not 
I ſay with Daxia, Thy rad(of 
caltigation ) ad rhy Baffe (of 
conſolation and ſuſtentation) 
comfort mee ? But yet (alas!) 
RK 
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O Lord, was there no other 

way to preſerue the wine of 

thy grace in me, but vponthe 

Lees of my corruptions ? No 

way to poiſe the courſe of my 

brittle barke, that fo it might 

ſafely bring the Pearle of the 
kingdome to the wiſhed ha- 

uven, but with the baſe ballaee 

offinne ? Noantidoteto pre- 

ferue me from being exalted 
aboue meaſure, for theporti- 

on of thy free goodnefle to- 

wards me, but by the treacle, 
compounded of the Serpent, 

finne? But I may not reaſon 
with thee , whoſe indgements 
are unſearchable, whoſe wayes 
pa#t finding out. But Lord did 
not thy all piercing eye diſco- 

uer ſome monſtrous pride 
lurking in my heart, ready to 
breake our, and beare it ſelfe 
bigge, when it ſhould behold 
it 


——— 


—_— 


—_— 


Ic 
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it ſelfe any way beautified 
with the borrowed feathers 
of thy Doue-like ſpirit : and 
rather then 1 ſhould rob thee 
of thy glory, and ſo beleftna, 
ked of thy grace, it ſeemed 
good to thy wiſedome to per- 
mut the preuention of it with 
the humiliation of mine own 
ſhame ? For otherwiſe, haſt 
thou not (in the raidit of my 
infinite weakenefles)giuen me 
a minde to know thee, a de- 
fire to pleaſe thee, a will to 0+ 
bey thee, aheart to prefer thy 
glory before my lite, arefolu- 
tion to choole rather to dye a 
thouſand deaths,then to com- 
mit the leaſt ſinne? But, 0 
wretched man that I am , the 
cauſe of all my calamity 1s in 
my ſclfe ; this body of death 
which I carry about, 1s the 
ſource of all my ſorrow. Yet 
Kz {ce- 
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ſecing this is rhe comon codi- 
tion ofthy Saints, none to be 
exempt from indivelling cor- 
ruption, all, the bcſt, he ho- 
licſt, to cry out of it, ſome for 
ſhame; all for forrow , why 
fhoulk I thinke by ary priuw- 
tedge, tobe holicrthen they ? 
or being the weakeſt , the 
worſt otallthe reſt, ſhall not 
thy mercy, thy mcrits be 
magnihed ſo much the more 
in blotting out my miſdeeds. 
Iam ture I cannot bea greater 
{inner,then thou art aSautour, 
Nor dolt thou ſauc, but the 
ſoule, humblcd with, or for 
{inne : nor doſt thou faluc,but 
the wounded ſpirit. And if 
— no phyſicke can worke with 
medium oo, butſuch ſharpecorro- 
gntempe- Nc , UT 10C Ip ; 
yanaper {MES , Satans buftcting meſ- 
ſawt. Sen. ſengers ; then cur, ceare,tfpare 
| not,{o thoucureſt me; ſorhon 
| | wot kelt 


| 
| 
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of Conſcrence, 
workeſt in me ſucha gracious 
both humiliation” for fnrcs, 
and humility in the vie bf rhy 
graccs,that being made lower 
then all contempt, I may be 
hid z1the duſt, vorill the in- 
61922210 paſſe ouer ; alvwaics 


waiting ard longirg for thy 


commug to mcgcmcnt , 
when all nne 1n thine clect 
ſhall be for cuer aboliſhed,the 
root remoned,the guiit remit- 
ted, the ſtaine wathed,the re- 
proach wiped away, the ſcars 
coucred with beauty , the 
{corne with glory.' Euen [0 
come Lord leſus. 

But (alas ! ) O Lord, inthe 
meane time, how many are 
the ſharpe conflicts, which 
thy teruant mult ill looke to 
:ncountcr with in the poore 
rcmaincs{if ought yet re- 
maine ) of- this momentany 

K 3 lite 2 
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life? Temptations to new, 
temptations for old ſfinnes; no 
ſecurity for the future,no ſaf- 
ty for the 'preſent , terrours 
within, fightings without,no 
peace but onely in thee, with 
thee. How ſhallmy Arie 0- 
uercome ſuch a deluge, my 
Barke beare vp againſt ſuch 
billowes of Satans aſſaults, of 
the worlds affronts, as ſtill a- 
bide me, ſtill abaſe me,vnleſſe 
thou the great Pilot, rebuke, 
repreſle, reſtraine them, ad- 
_ new ſtrength to my wea- 
ried and weatherbeaten ſoule, 
to reſiſt, to ouercome. Is it 
| —m——y a poore wretch, 
orlorne, forſaken of all, 
ſhould ſubſiſt, but by an Om- 
nipotent hand ſupporting ? 
Herein doth the excellency of 
thy grace moſt clearcly ſhine: 
as in preuenting thy Saints 
from 
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of Conſcience. 


from falling into many enor- 
mities : ſo much more, when 
fallen,and that into ſome ſcan- 
dalous offence (the {trongett 
of al trials)inpreferuing them 
from falling away from their 
taith and athance in thee, euen 
then, whenall men,in face and 
affetion,are fallen away from 
them. Soueraigne 1s that grace 
which preyents the fault ; but 
much more, that ouercomes 
the guilt ; as health is more 
calily. kept, then recouered. 
This was that all-ſufficient 
grace of thine, whereby Da- 
«id bore vp againſt infinite 
trials and troubles, inward, 
outward, by reaſon of his 
ſinne. A preſident or exam- 
ple ſufficient to vindicate the 
glory ofthy Grace in preſcr- 
uing thy Saints from falling 
away from thee , againſt all 
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oppoſition. And now Lord ve 
pleaſed fo tofuſtaine the wea- 
keſt of all thy {crvams from 
ſinking vnccr the wares eu 
of moit viotent temptations, 
that in him ail may fee that 
all-ſufficient indetictent grace 
of thine in thine ele, temg 
inthcm 4 well of lining water, 
ſpringing vp wiato enerla5ting 
bife, nener failing, nor for/aking 
them: O neuer ſuffer mcethy 
ſeruant to become a ſpeRacle 
of deſcrtion, kait the worid 
ſhould ſay, Either is that no 
true grace, from whence the 
profefiours of grace do fail; or 
being true, they are no true 
Prophets,that once hauing it, 
come to looſe it, Thus thal! 
my liding be imputed to the 
impotency of my corrupt ria- 


ture, but my ſubſiftilg rorh 2 


omnipotency of thy pure 


grace, 


; 


of Conſcaence. 


grace, in both which ſhall ap- 
peare the glory both of thy 
mercy 1n pardoning, and of 
thy grace in preſcrung. Thus 
what dammage any muzhr re- 
ccue by the « examp!e of my 
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Fraiity, it may redound to * 


thor greater aduantage, by 
the {tabiltty of m:/ faith, winule 
thy grace ſhallcither efabliſh 
th emin ch), truth, cr reſtore 
them from ther errour. Thus 
to them thar loue thee, all 
things thall by thy grace coc- 
pc 1.x tor goodzene entoallche 
C lled accordeng to thy DU 
Ps; of TID: :y 089] hi; 4 it) bail ſera 
rate vs from thy l11e. Thus are 
we worethen CONqurerar (7? vrowgh 
t hee, who loweſt ws.) bus isthy 
itren gth mace puirteÞ} inour 

weakiiiie. Thus {halt thou , 
be glorit ed 11-117 Saints, and 
ac! red in a kim thar be- 
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leeue. Thus,teach vs,O Lord, 
to worke out onr ſaluation with 
feare and trembling, becaule it 
1s Thow, that workeft in vs both 
to will and to doe, of thy good 
pleaſure. Thus if Thor be with 
vs, who ſhall be againſt vs? 
Thus, who ſball Iay any thing 
apainFt the charge of Gods E- 
left? It is God that witifieth, 
who is he that condemneth ? (cc- 
ing it 1s thow,O Chrift, who Qy- 
ed}, or rather who art riſen 4- 

g4ine, being at the right hand 

of God, making mter- 
ce(5107 for Ds. 


CHAP. 
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of Conſcience, 


CHAP. VII. 


The fourth Confli&t , with old 
friends and familiars,now 


growne flrangers. 


T 1isno {mall heart-breake 
toa man in miſery, when 
hee is forſaken of his old 
friends and familiars. It was 
Tobs caſe, who fard of his 
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friend, Hee that ts ready to ſlip 19Þ 12+ 


with his feet, is as a lampe deſe 


piſed in the thought of im, that 
15 ateaſe. And a I 6.2. O4t- 


ſerable comforters axe yee all. 


And chap. 1 7.2.e fre there not 
mockers with me, and doth not 
mine eye continue in their pro- 
ocation?* And chap. 19.3. 
Theſe ten times hane yee re- 
proached me, you are not aſha- 
mea, that yee make 'Jaur ſelues 


ſtrange 


- 
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flrange to me : And beit indeed 
that [ hae erred, mine errous 
remameth with my ſelfe. If m- 
deed ye will magnifie your /elues 
again't me ; know now that Goa 
hath ouerthrowne ms, and hath 
compaſſed me with a net. fund 
VCr.13. He hath pet my bre- 
thren far from me, and mine ac- 
quaintance are verily eilranged 
from we. My kinsfolke hane fat- 
led me, and my familiar friends 
have for gotten me. And ch.15. 

My brethren hane dealt decert- 
fully as a brooke. Sothatto all 
other obs milcries and Cala- 
mities, this was no fmall ad- 

dition, no ſmall aggrauation, 
For as Job faith, To him that 
zs affifted piity ſbould be ſbew- 
ed of his friend It ſhould fo in- 
decd. Bur O 1b, weigh well 
thy preſent itate, and wonder 
not at this. It becomes not 
thy 
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thy. gray wiſedome in ſuch 
cales to bee deccined. For 
though there 1s a friend, rhat 
ſticketh cloter thena brother 
yet wea!rh « is that maketh 
many frienc's ; bur rhe peore 
1s ſeparated from his 3 neiget 
bour. All the Brethren of 
the poore hate him : How 
much more doe his Giends 
gcc farre from h1im ? 

Biit what had 7b done to 


demcrit to to bee deſerted of 


his friends? Alas,nothing at 
all. Eur that Gone 14 viticcd 
hin with pouertic e and cochcr 


corporall calamitics. W hcre- 


upon Toh iaid, Hauepirie vpon lob 1 Je 


FO ,DAUE vittie Upoame,O0 je 27 
friends for the hazd of God hath 
toachea me, But this being: 2 all, 
Tob had the leflice cauicto com: 
plaine. His innocencte was a 
Brazen wail ynto him, to bid 
| debate 
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| defiance to all affronts , or 

frownes. But come wee to 

Danid's affliction for being 
forſaken of his friends. That 
will touch to the quicke 1n- 
deed. [ob was forſak.cn of his 
friends, becauſe God had 
{tript him of ail his outward 
beaurie, leafe and branch, no 
more lctt,butthe bareſtumpe; 
ſo that no maruaile, if the 
beaſts forſooke their old hol- 
picall ſhade and ſhelter : Bur 
behold Daxd otherwile ; he, 
a King, wath Scepter im his 
Hand,and the royall Diademe 
on his Head,imo;/1ng a flouri- 
ſhingand rich Kingdome, yet 
1s deſerted of his friends. 
Who would not wonder at 
this? To heare a King com- 
| | 26, plaining, CAM lowers and | 

| ” ze friends ſtand ale from: —_ 
my kinſmen ſtand a farre f Pa 

An 
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And, Lower and friend ha#? thou Plal. 88 
put away farre from me, and bid *** 
mine acquaintance out of my 
fight. And, I am become aPſ.c9.8 
ſtranger unto my Brethren,enen 
| analiant vntomy Mothers chil- 
dren. But whereforec all this? 
Becauſe he was now fallen in- 
topouertie ? Noſuchthing; 
for hee was (till a great King. 
Or was it, becauſe hee was a 
Typeof Chriſt,and therefore 
muit looke to fare ſo much 
the worſe with the world, 
and bee cuill intrcated of his 
neereſt friends,as Chriſt was? 
For the liker to Chriſt, the 
worle liked of the world. 
Nor that neither ; for then 
Daxid might haue found 
much comfort to befor ſuch 
| a cauſe forſaken. Burt that 
which ſo much eſtranged 
Daxid's famuliars and friends 
from 
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from him, was his finne, fo 
offenſive and ſcandalous ; and 
withall his humyliation and 
open repcmance for the fame, 
which caated all his carnall 
fiicndstodefpitc him. Was 
not hisſ{inne the cauſc ,that his 
owne Sonne, his chicte Coun- 
ccllors, all 1/rac{almoſt rebel- 
led againſt him, asancnemie 
of God, andas one vawerthy 
to rale any longer orcr them? 
They made tt a faire pretence 
at caſt, w hich God vicd asa 
ſcourge to his Scruant, both 
tor h1s greater humiliation 
and tryail, and for example of 
others. Yeathe carnal tninded 
mide amocke alto of his hu- 
miliatien, as Aicol as Shimer, 
as others, as vniccmely for 
the Mateſtic of a King. As1f 
in finne-ca(cs it became the 
{:mple and poore vulgar onely 
to 
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to weepe, but not Kings. To 
theſe two Cautc 5 Das, rdrefer- 
reth his tricne's | angerelle 
towards him. Firit, For his | 
ſ16ne ; Pfalme 31.10.11 .41y 
ſtrength failerh. me, becav(3 of 
mine iniq/titic, and wy bores are 
conjured : I was a reproach 1 
among all nine enewnes, but ſþe- | | 
cially ainong my nei gbbours nd | 
a feare t9 "wine acquaintazce, Phbilaes | 
the y that did ſee me without, fied " [are | 
te*t, Revs 
from me. For I hane heardthe ,,4.- 
ſtander of MAN). And, '#] God, on lice, 
thou knoweit my foolifineſſs, and Her. 
my ſinnes are nor hid from thee. rom ” 
Secondly ,tor his humiliation; 
Whew 1 hon and chaff ened my 
Soule with fa ing, that was t9 
zy veproach. 1 1s, ade Sack-cloth 
alſo my garment ,and I became a 
P xc uf eto them. They that fit 
tn the Gate, ſpeake 7avrif 7e, 
ard 1 ws the ſong of i the Drun- 


haras. 
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£ 
kards. Here Ict Job's patience 
e Oh nw a 
Fuftumcgy ke brething awhile, & ſolace 
renacem It cite. Yealer him withaſto- 


propoſirt niſhment bce ſilent at Danid's 


Virm, Non : . . 
rig: (yall, in being thus forſaken 


arbertra- Of his fricnds. 
wa iubex- And Daxid's calc it is,that 


thum,Non (.: £ ' 
vu'r2c;n. uits with this preſent con- 


Paxn: ty- fi1.Tell me not,my Brother, 
7411 me- of thy friends forſaking thee, 


re quatit . a ba 
flids. Þeing fallen into pouertie, or 


Her. And Into great mens diſgrace, or 
Alon the like ; a maſculine Spirit 
þrared -. Will cafily incounter all ſuch 
r#Tradat CONtEMmpr. But haſt thou ſome 
& oe: thing in thee, wherein thou 
357" PF reſembleſt Chriſt, as one of 
| rolalan- bis members, and theref 
ruls lay. 15 members, and therefore 
der,Ce!o7; worthy to haue the world for 
CO_ thine enemie ? And beſides, 
eu, Xie lomething inherent and inha- 
mea re'lws bitant in thee reſembling and 


Ewe ere nouring of the old eAdam, 


fo 3 Futoeg; 


regatiSen, Whereby thou art any way 
obnoxious 


—_ OOTY — m—_ i. 


EY EY 


| 


of Conſcience, 
obnoxious to the worlds cen- 
ſure, yeainſo much, as now 
thy verie familiar friends for- 
ſake an1 fly thy focictie , as 
aſhamed thereof ? When 
notwithſtanding there 1s no- 
thing more ' irk{ome vnto 
thee, then to bee a ſtranger to 
God, and all good men: Tell 
me now in this caſe,doſt thou 
thinke any man more miſera- 
ble then thy ſelfe? Arid the 
more, as thou arta man more 
or leſſe eminent in place and 
graces, and in eſtimation for 
wiſdome and glorie. What 
comfort now canſt thou have 
or hope for in thy life , forſa- 
ken of all in a manner, a 
euen abhorred of thoſe, 
whom thou moſt eſtcemedſi? 
When now thoſe things, 
which would be highly eftce- 
med in others , in thee doe 
loſe 


21! 
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looſe their grace and accep- | « 

tance, And ali this through | | 

thinc owne want of care, |: 

flackncfle, and remitneſſe in | | 

thy noble reſolution, to doe | 1 

nothing rnworthy thy perſon {| 

and pref flion. Teil me now, | : 

Carerdo doit thou not heare the Accu- | 

magn1%4 {cr of the Brethren, the old | 

47 mals Serpent, whiſpcring in thine | 

1aperi- Earcs,O thou forlorn wretch, | ' 

rends 17 \hy artthouſo bafe minded, | 
arr unt © . . : 

vrexds loitupidly patient, asto pol» | 

149 {ſc thy lite with the lofle of 

thy reputation,and ofthe loue | 

of thy beſt friends ? Thou 

haſt loſt them irrcuccably, 

and yer doeſt thou defire to 

ſpin out a contemptible and 

redious lite, hereof together 

with all thoſe torments and 

pricfes thou fuffereſt in thy 

Soule for thy folly, and decr- 

ued diſgrace , thou mayeit 10 

caſily, 


— 
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caily,to ſpeedily many wayes 
bee rid? And this werethe 
readie way to .pleaſle thy 
fricndsagaine. For to whom 
thy life 1s hatefkw!, thy death 
would confequently prove 
gratcfull and welcoine. Or 
deſpi ing. thee aliue , they 
would defire and deplore thee 
dead, as a thing pretious. So 
that what thou canit not ob- 
taine by liutng, thou maylit by 
dying. And,by liuing longer, 
thou mayeſt come to haue 
more cauſe to repent thee. 
And what hook thou to 
hoyle vp Sayles to paſle 
through a Sca of infiitc trou- 
bles, and perills, being driven 
by no othcr winds, but thoſe 
tempeſtuous fighes , which 
arifing from thy reſtleſſe and 
diltc:1percd mind, muſt nceds 
cault thy wracke vpon tome 

Rocke 
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Rocke or other : When thou 
naycit wah one ſhort finall 
breath beewafted oner Lethe, 
where thou ſhalt neucr think 
of thy fricrd; more, whom 
now thou can{t notremembcr , 
but with ruthfull regret? | 
Such like counſclls, or cold 
conſolations is the enemie of 
thy Souic readie to {uggelt 
vnto thee, when thou art de- 
ſerted of all comfort of thoſe, 

whom thou moſt dearely 
loueſt, whoſe loſle 
thou ſo deepely 
lamenteſt, 


\P, 


I 


| 


1 
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of Conſcience, 


CHAP. VIII; 


The Comfort ; How a man may 
onercome, or at leait nat be 
ouercome of the former 


( onfliÞ, 


Vt hence Satan. And now 

poore Soule , halt thou 
fooliſhly loſt thy friends ? 
Lament the cauſe, more then 
theeffet. So ſhall thy life be 
now not much more bitter in 
theloſſe of thy friends, then 
it was wont to be {weet in the 
intoying of them ; So as, re- 
membring themſclues, the 
offend not God in thee - _ 
of their ſ{trangeneſſe, or dif- 
affetion, by adding to the 
burthen, which they ſhould 
helpe to beare. And then ſhalt 
chou comfort thy ſelfe with 


hope, 
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hope, that you ſhall one da 
meet ana conmeric in Hea. 

11 an votcpcraile inoffenſiue 
foci tic. In the meane time 
their diſtaſt Cali bee but one 
of thote biirer 19g: edtents 11 
that ſtrong o potion, which 1t 
picatcth thy hea wcnly Phy {= 
Llan to purge the corrupt hu- 
mour wirhall ,oras Rucinthy 
Dict-drink.e, to maccrate thy 
Spirits, 2nd to fruſtrate the 
force of (br ongeſt Poylon. 
But aret hey, for all this, bc- 
come thine cnenues ? God 
forbid. They arc oncly i! range 
to thee 1n a two-tokl regard : 
Firſt , Becauſe they would 
hauc thee toknow, thatthey 
lone thee {o intircly , as that 
they cannot indure the'leaſt 
{pot or blemiſh in thee. 
Sccondly, Becauſe (not being 
pruue to thoſg SrIKROuS CON | 
flics, 


of Confeience. 


Uicts, folong & ftillaffitting 
thy $0 le, none taking notice 
the rc of, but God )their eltran- 
ged countcrance might {ilent- 
ty admontth thee, thus ſinit- 
ing thee fricndl; ny reproung 
thee. Thovghnodoubtal: this 
mult needs add to thy greater 
mumilation, Which isfucha 

>cncht, asthough they know 
it not, yet thou mayeſt ac 
knowle ige it. If outward 
croſſes of the world had been 
the onely cauſes of this deſer= 


ton, this had but deſerned to 


be ranked amons then, as or- 
dinaric, and fo the more caſily 
borne of him, who makes no 
more vic of his friends,butts 
ferue their turnes, rather then 
his own. In w hich regard the 
fewer friends hee hath, the 
lefle trouble, if a man had ra- 
tixr auoid the paines, then 

uuoy 
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inioy the pleaſure of well- 
doing. But now that they 
ſtand aloofe for ſome offence 
taken in point of moralitie, it 
can beno other, buta teſtimo- 
nie of their more ſincere loue 
to vertue. So that in ſuch a 
caſe, take heed thou doſt not 
take offence. For clic, what 
comfort for thee ? 
But now 1n this deſtitution, 
what ſhall the deſolate man 
doe ? How ſhall he becom- 
forted, weeping for thoſe 
friends, which now are not ? 
when he may ſay with David, 
T looked vpon my right hand (he 
meancth , where his neerelt 
and deareſt friends ſhould be) 
and beheld; but there was no 
wan that would know me ; re- 
fuge fayled me ; no man cared 
for my Soule.Surely in Dand's 
cale takes David's Courle. 
W hat 
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of Conſcience, 
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What did Daxsd then 2 I verſe x: 


oryed wnto thee, O Lord, ( ſaid, 
T hou art my refuge,and ”y por= 
tion inthe Land of the Lining. 
O well-fare ſuch a friend, 
who when all other faile, is a 
fure refuge ! And ſuch is God 
to the faithfull forlotne Soule, 
when of all the world forſa- 
ken. And this benefit thou 
mayſt take of thine c{tranged 
friends, hereby to take occafi= 
on totake the faſter hold, and 
make thy fuller intereſt in 


God,as Dad did. And cuer Note 


as thy friends faile thee, by 
deathor otherwayes, or the 
world frowneth on thee, tet it 
drive thee to indeare Gods 
friendſhip the more vnto 
thee, who is bertex to thee, 
then renne Sonnes, then renne 
thouſand Friends, then ali the 
World. And art thoudenyed 


L2 the 
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the ſocictie of thy friends ? 
Thou ſhalt the lefle defire it, 
the more thou walkeſt with 
God m thy folitarinefſe, in- 
creaſing thine acquaintance 
with him. Thus ſhaltthou ne- 
uer be leſle alone, then when 
alone. 

Apaine, Being a Miniſter, 
firſt be reconciled to God thy 
{clte, and then labour by thy 
faithfulneſſe and afſfiduitie in 
thy Miniſtry,to reconcile and 
win others to God, ſo beget- 
ting new friends vnto hum : 
So thait thou be ſure neuer to 
want moſt faithful and faſt 
friends; All that lone God, 
will loue thee. And theſe bee 
ſuch fricnds.,as not meaſuring 
their loue by worldly and car- 
nall refpets, as worldlings 
doe, no change of fortune can 
changetheir friendſhip. Yea 
theſe 


of Conſcience, 


theſe alſo beeing indued with 
that lone, which is kindled in 
their hearts by Fire from | 
Heauen,cuenthe HolyGhoſt, 
it iS ſo tempred with humilt- 
tie, in a ſenſeand experience 
of hizmaine infirmites,asthat 
it will not by and by caſt or 
cat off a felow-member, af- 
fected with ſome accidentall 
humour fallen into it, but will 
rather apply fit medicines to 
cure it. Following the Apo=- 
ſles counſell, Brethren, sf 4 gy vo 
man bee onertazen in a ſault, ye 
which are ſpirituall,refore ſuch 
a one u8 the Spirit of meekeneſſe, 
confrdering thy ſelfe, least F 4h 
alſo be tempted. Beare ye one 
ancthers burthen, and ſo fulfil 
the Law of ChriF. In theſe 
ſhalt thou find that Well of 
living Vater (pringing vÞ | 
Vito cuerlaiting life, whote 


y Lz Chviſtal 
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Chriftall ftreames of loue,are 
neither dried vp with the 
parching heat of perſecution, 
nor frozen vp with the pinch« 
ing cold of {tormie temptati- 
ons ſuffered in their Brethren, 
but at all timesare open to re- 


freſh the wearie Soule. To 


whom that of the Heathen 
Poet may bee applyed, which 
heſang of true friends,whom 
yet heneuer knew : 


| Hor. Car. Feltcet ter if amplent 
L.i.0ze; 3 Quo: irrupta renet copuls, 


Nee malu diun!ſus querimmis, 
Suprems Citins foluet amoy ate. 


O happy and thrice happy they 
Whom loues knor holds inuiolate ? 
Nor looſened till lifes laſt day, 
By back-complaints begetting kate, 


Ina word, thy ſolirarines 
from old friends ſhall herein 
be a ſolace tothee, that thon 

takelſt 
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of Conſcience. ' 
takeſt it fromthe good hand 
of God vpon thee, to which 
thou doeit willingly ſubmur 
thy ſelfe. Perhaps formerly 
thou madeſt more account of 
thy friends loue,then of Gods 
loue : Bee the rather-content 
then, and paticnt, that God 
hath layd this burthen vpon 
thee, nor ſimply as a puniſh- 
ment, bur for thine amend- 
ment, yeaand inlargement of 
diuine loue, learning hereby 
to loue and inioy God, aboue 
the beſt things of this life. 
And if friends fly fromthee, 
neuer do thou run after them. 
Onely pray for them, and ſo 
leaue them and thy ſelfe to 
Gods all-diſpoſing uw 
dence, who gies and takes 
away as pleaſeth him ; Bleſſed 
be the Name of the 


L4 CHAP: 


221 


224 


Confltt's and Comports 
CHAP. IX. 
The fifth ( onflift with an 


enll name. 


. $- of all outward good 
thimgs,none is compara- 
bly ſo gratious, ſo loucly, as a 
good Name, being as 4 prets- 
045 Oyntment. potred foorth : 

So of all outward cuills ( ſpe- 
cially to him, that would 
aſcend the Mount of Honour 
by the ſteps of Vertue ) none 
7 ruthfull, ſo odtous, as an ill 
Name. And of all other 
Tewels, a good Name 1s rarc{t 
to be fou nd, farre ſought, and 
deare bought, ſuddaimnly loſt, 
and ſcldome or ncuer recoucr- 
ed, but with extreame diftt- 
cultie, nor then neither. 

Which wply is the cauſe, 

that 


v» 


of Conſeience. 
that ſo many will not hazard 


{o much toyle to artaine that, 
which poſleſſed, arthe beltis 


but like the pureſt Chriltall 


Venice glaſſe,or China veſlel, 
which fctchr from farre, dum 
# tcadet , fra Har, many tiines 
broken 1n the waſhing, and 
when molt bright, molt brit- 
tle. And many can content 
themdclues with the Briſtow 
Dtatnond,or a painted Rubie, 
rather then goe to the price, 
or pcriiito fetch the true In- 
dian Liamond. Foratmuch as 
a good Name, itke the purett: 
garment, may be moth«aten 
with cnuy, and like the 1nno- 
ceniSheepe conuerſing among 
the buſhes, looſeth here a 


locke, and there a locke, and 


like" the wholtome ftreame 
poyſcned with the tongues of 
mad Dogges,or Scrpents,lap- 

Ls5 ping 
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ping in it, or meetung with 
ſome muddy ſoyle, looteth of 
its native ſweetneſſe, and 
clearneſſe : Butonthe contra- 
rie,the illname, the further ut 
goes, the more it 1s augimen- 
ted , as a felfe-murthered 
corps buricd inthe open field 
betweene ſundry highwayes, 
where cuerie paſſenger caſts 
his ſtone of infamie, and de- 
teſtation vpon the heape, 5: 
perpetuam ves infamiam. $0 
that of all wounds this is the 
moſt incurable , Grdibrium 
roy rants Pronerbe 1s, 
As geod bce halfe banged, as 
hauc anill name. W hich hath 
beene the cauſe, that many be- 
ing opprefled withthe ſhame 
of 1t, and out of hope of any 
likely remedie, haue gone and 
hanged themſclnes out-right. 
Yea, among the Heathen , "ll 


v 


of Conſcience. 


ill name hath beene ſo deteſta- 
ble, as on a time, when one in 


Laccdemon', of a notorious ;,, $,c.3 


vicious life, but wittie, and 
one that could ſpeake well , in 
a dangerous exigent of af- 
faires, gaue ſuch aduice, as all 
the Citizens applauded it, and 
would haue it preſently en- 
ated and decreed-vnder his 
name ( as the manner was ) 
thereat one of the nobler Se- 
rators ſtarting vp, witha ſpi- 
rittull of indignation, vttered 
theſe words, What meane. 
you,O yee Lacedemomans,or 
what hope is there, thateuer 
this Citte and Weale-publike 
ſhould long continue in fafe- 
tie, if wee ſhall vſc ſuch cor« 
rupt Counſellours ? If that 
his ſentence bee good and ho- 
neſt, I pray you let vs not {uf- 
fer it to bee ſtained with the 


reproch 
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reproach of a molt filthy Au« 
thour. And hauing ſaid this, 
he choſe a man among trie reit 
for courage,and vprightrecſie, 
bur of a poore ſpeech, and 
vneloguent, and commanded 
him, with the confent anc re- 
queſt of all, to pronounce the 
fame ſ{cntence, 1 as good 
termes as he couid,that with« 
out mention of the former, 
this Decrce of the peopic 
might bee recorded im his 
name onely, inregard he rect- 
ted 1t anew. And thusas the 
ſage Senatour counſclled', it 
was done. | So the good {cn- 
tence ſtood good, but the 1n- 
tamous Aurhor was changed. ' 
And eucr, Gratior et pulchro, 


' wemens © corpore virtues, And mn 


Sacred itorie, Daxid muit not 
build the Temple,becaule hee 
had beene a man of blood in 


{0 
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ſo many bartels ; nor mutt 
CMoſes _ the honour to 
» condu 3 Tt -Ilracl into {i ALAaan, "This was 
becaulc Fe 11:S OWRe humble no__— 
confetsion) hce had d! {HONC- fes — Ar 
rcd the Lord by his vnbeleete, was the 
at AMerroah. And Salomon n pon 
his bookc of repe!iatce In which 
diſlike of rhe vanities hee had c:uld not 
committed being King, files Ph 
himicife, Te Preacher, —_—_ 
Salomonthe King; ſaying one- 
v. I the Preacher fa we beene 
Keng un Teruſalem. Oni cOn- 
trary oa Out not {ens i the 
newes of e Av/olons © Gvarth © y 
2: oOd Ahinaas, but by | Cafes 2. 
And when Danid hoard of 
CO COLNMING run ning ro 
bring neu £s,and the one PAbi- 
maas 1c pro miſcd ro himicite 3 
good tydings, tor | aith lic, He 
24 4 good man,and br ingeth g £994 
rydings. SO prenudicuaul 15 the 
perion 
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erſonto the cauſe, good or 
d,for the very name fake. 
Now it hath beene rhe lot 
cuen of Gods deareſt Saints, 
to bell reported of. /ohnthe 
Baptiſt was. reported for a 
Demonieke, or one poſiefled 
with a duel :; yea Chritt him- 


felfe, the innocent Lambe of 


God, in whoſe month was ns 
gmile, yet clcaped not f{cot- 
he but was famed for a 
winc-bibber, afriend of Pub- 
licans and ſmners, allo a ſedici- 
9% perſon,and I wotnot v« hat, 
And Danzd heard of Shimes, 
Cone out thon man of blood, 
thou ſoune of Belial ; as much 
as, Thou bloud-Jheader,thou 
deboſhrt per{on;yca,the drnnk- 
ards onos of him. And 
=o 778 lob nas A, Ts hath made 
me a by-word of the people, and T 
am as a T abret unto them. And 
Saunt 
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Saint Paw/hcard,One that ſtir-, Cor,c. 


yeth wp ſedition. And hee went 
through exill report, and good 
report, 4s a decerier, and yet 
trae. 

Onely the difference 1s, 
how the ill name ts de{crued, 
how iuftly or vniuſtly raiſed. 
And although by rcaion of 
the worlds vnreatonable ma- 
lictous enuy againit true ver- 
tue, generally Gods Saints a: e 
falſely reproached : yer it may 
{o fall out, ascuen the holicit 
man, may iuſtly and worthi- 
ly fall into an euill report, 
Who holier than Damza ? yet 
It was his caſe, which S/z- 
meisrailing did in part at leaft 
rcfte:t vpon, calling him, a 
man of blood, and ſonne of Be- 
tial, mw therer, and adulterer. 
ForDands adultery and mur- 
ther wcrenotioclolely an 

ca, 
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ed, but men might cafily take 
notice of it , howſfocuer the 
maicſty of his P+ crion & place 
might fomey. hat{mother and 
fnoorh it ourr, by keeping 
menStongues in awe: yer Th 
viasſoknown aircad) as N, 
thantels hi im, he h, 1d ger: ihe 
encmie cauſe to blaifheme. $0 
that the \ LY Philtitans Fi id 
notice of it, much morc Da- 
_ owne people and Covrt. 
nd th. Hal ay that e1- 
cirophel ookec part vi with eAb- 


ſalon, in reucnge of Bathſhe- 


bas chaſtity and honour, bc- 
caulc ſhe was his Neece. This 
beings: whata torment vas 
1tto PCOTe Daz as hcart, thus 
tobe reported, thus reputed, 
fecmg he had fo ceepely and 
cl, *deſe: urdit ? ſeeing Da- 
rd vas no prophanc Prince, 
w hoſe luſt was his law , or 
who 


10 


of Conſcience. 
who held itas his pruutedge 
tobe vniuſt, in taking away 
the wite or iife of any of his 
lege ſubiects, as rhoagh he 
might finne by authority, or 
aduircry were but atrickeof 
youth, and veniall 1n Court ; 
or the manner of making a- 
way Uriava politickedeuice, 
to make a faircr way to his 
luſttall cads : butas he was a 
facred perſon, a King ation» 
ted, a holy Prophet, and Saint 
of God, to nothing could 1ſo 
Excruciate and vexce his noble 
ſpiric, then thus to {ce the 


crowne of ali his graces caſt 


inthe du{t,thc bcaury rhcrcoft 
defaced , Gods nam. diſhc- 
noured, his oxne namic dat- 
graced, religion reproachec!, 
and {uch a brand of 1ramy 
inalted on Dans; nam. , and 
that imprinted in facred Re- 

Cora, 
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cord, neuer tobe blotted out, 
as it wcre 1n capital! letters, 
Saning ts the matter of V- 
riah. 

Now tell me brother, thou 
that art in eſtimation for 
wildome and glory, in whoſe 
eſtimate nothing 1s fo prect- 
ous,asa good name, to bs a 
good report with all good 
men : in caſe, through ſome 
folly thou haſt made (hip- 
wracke of thy credit, andſo 
of all that fraight of graces, 
whichthou halt toyled about 
allthy life, now thy ſincerity 
1s cenſured for hypocriſie, 
and all turned topſic turwie ; 
What wilt thou doe ? Now 
thou maiſt finde, thata good 
conſcience wounded , may 
more caftly be cured with 
God, then thy credit, once 
crackt with men; the cure 

whereof 


O_o — 
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whereof depends vpon as ma- 
ny Phyſitians,as there are men 
in the world;whereof though 
ſome few poſſcſt with di- 
une lone, may be willingto 
licke it whole with their 
tongues, or asthe noble Em- 
perour Conftantine,who ſaid, 
that ifhe did with his eyes {ce 
a Biſhop to defile another 
mans bed, hee would caſt his 
purple robe oner it, leaſt ther- 
with any ſhould be offended : 
as he threw the bundle of the 
Biſhops mutuall complaints 
at the Councell of X{zce, into 
the fire, faying itbecamethem 
to pardon one another, ſith all 
needed pardonof Chritt : Yet 
the molt will out of the ſuper- 
fluity of malictouſneſſe not 
ſticke ro invenome it the 
more with their Serpent:ue 
tongues and tecth. 
CHAD. 
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CHAP. Ne 


The Corsfort. How un this de 
Plored caſe, the deieFted forte 
may ſuit aine it (clfe, 
and hold ont to 
the end. 


N this caſe, many will doe, 

as with {ome bodily ſicke- 
nefſe,thinking to finde cafe by 
change of ayre ; eſpecially farr 
remote from the place where 
the diſeale was contrated, 
where the offence was giucn, 
As many hauing made them- 
{clues obnoxious to cenſure, 
and an cul report 11 Englend, 
packe away bczond the Seas, 
thinking to expiate all with 
Ti ayre, and foto heale vp 
the wound. But of ſuch the 
layirg 15tco commonly VErt- 


ficd. 
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fied, { winm nos anmum mu ,,,,; 
tant, Qutirans mare CArrunt. o:3,nom 
They rather change theayre, 780 
then their manners. For by ©** 
| that meancs they may rather 
[} hide,then heale, rather couer, 
| then rccouer their hurt, ra- 
ther priuly bury their ſinne 
inthe graue, where 1t more 
and more putrifierh, then 1n 
| the fireof godly zeale burne it 

|| openly, that ſo being reſolued 
« 1ntothe aſhes of humiliation, 
| and expoſed to the view of 
' all, it may the more quickly 
{ beblowneaivay and ſcattcred 
| with the breath of berter 

Fame. Yea in icad of curing, 
| thischange of place,although 
tozned withy true repentance, 
| yet leaucth a ſuſpicion be- 
| hind, thathe carries is finnc 
with him;which if he do,the 
further hee goeth, the more 
PIacCs 
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places hc infecteth ; whereas 
on the contrary, the onely ſus | 
rcſt,and Foneſtc{t way to blot + *« 
out the iil nzme, contracted * cl 
whither of cuill abit, or of £6 
accident, is wuha Chriſtian 
courage, and paticnce, (nor U 
witha ſhemelefſe boldrele) hi 
to ſtay by it there, where the 
offence was giuen, and by an 'x 
euident reformation, in time”. 3 
To weare out the il opinion or 
report, and by his good ex- (a 
ample, or othcrwite aiſoby 
humble acknowledgement , eg 
where it iS requiſite, to make \. 
the beſt latisfaRtion hee can to hi 
the offended ; while they who m 
haue reported or reputed thee fr 
for a bad or dtboſht man, & 
may with their eycs ſee the hi 
contrary; they that haue fecne, | 
thy fall, may behold thy riſing (y 
agane, to preuent them from (4j 

falling 


f: 
t: 
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as falling by theexample of thy 
us . fall : or1t they haue fallen, to 
ot; *each them to riſe agaime by 
d* che example of thy repen- 
of tance.I ſlay inthis caſe he hath 
an "ed of a mighty courrage 
or and patience ſupported with 
ſe) humility, denying, diſciat- 
he ming himſelfe, as that con- 
an 'ert-youngman to his late Pa- 
ne”amour, who meering her, 
or as ſtrange to her; and thee 
x- (aying, Knoweſs thow not 
by we? #41: hereplyed, et 
It , P20 0 ſums ego : but 1 am not 
ke V. He mult reſolne, and arme 
to Imſelfe with an humble 
ho mcekenefle to abide frumpes, 
hee frownes,or contemptuous af- 
an, fronts now and then. Nor can 
the hee expedt to worke out the 
£neq byſon of an ill name other- 
ng (viſe,but asa ſtrong body ha- 
on (ung ouercome the poylon, 
ng workes 
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workes it out with 2 great : 
deaic of patience in! \oothſen IC 
bocches or pimplcs E Ge: /acng 
the faireſt body for thetime. 
Such is the poyſon, where- 
with finne hath infeted 4 
good naine, it nviit firſtbee 0- 
uercome with the Antidote 
ol « 14 5 and ti 'C prefer: wariue 
ofaltron g faith in the hcarr, 

whereby the ſtrengch of th 72 
poyton 1s onercome, the con- 
{cKncenow reconering, and 
beginning to cnioy peace 
with God : and fo «croughr 
out (although for alohg time 
ir maytaint the beit life, and 
moſt beatitifull ations, (ſpc- 
cially falling into the hands of 
cruell aid wvnconicionable 
Chirurgions, who to make a 
long cure, poyſon the fore 

vithicme wahpgnantnlaſter, 
tempered WW ith the pOYy {on of! 
*ſpesf 
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Aſpes vnder thelips, which 
but breathed on the Patient 


through the Serpents hiſsing, 


or the toule mouth of Fame, 
of meere cnuy, keepe vertue 
from recouering her natiue 


hue :) And although hee hath . 


done all that he can, vſed the 
belt poſsible meanes to cleare 
himſelfe,yert muſt hee not reſt 
here,or ſo giue ouer ; he mult 
not looke to Lee ſothorowly 
cured, butknow that the C1- 
catrix or {carre will ſtill re- 
maine tothe cycof the world, 
which yet may ſcrue, both 
daily to put him in minde of 
his fall,{till to repent of it,and 
to preuent the like ; and ad- 
montſh others not to bee ſe- 
Cure, but to avoid ſhipwrack, 
by their daily beholding ſach 

a Tea-marke. 
But yet with theſe cautions, 
M firſt 
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firſt andlaſt, and all along, 
onthe one ſide let him looke 
' mainly tothe fincerity of his 
heart in the truth of his re- 
pentance, and cthinke hee hath 
neuer humbled himſelfe e- 
nough. On the other ſide, let 
Im withall looke to his 
peace with God, & the peace 
of his conſcience in the par- 
don of his fin. By this meanes 
deere Chrittian ſoule, though 
thou canſt not hope of euer 
quitting thy reputation and 
credit with all men whule 
thouliueſt, yet comfort thy 
ſclfe,that thy name 1s written 
11 hcauen, and that thou haſt 
anew name giuen thee of 
Chriſt, tngrauen in a white 
Roxe,pure from all blemiſh or 
blame, fuch as is built vpon 
the foundation of Gods Ele- 
ion, and made white 1» the 
blood 


of Confcrence, 


blood of the Lambe, whole 
rightcouſnefle imputed isthe 
are lnnen of the Saints, 
which hall neuer bee taken 

trom thee. | 
And if thou beeſta Mini- 
ſter of Chriſt, who haſt giuen 
cauſe of ſcandallto thy ſacred 
profeſsion, ' although hercup- 
on thou haſt paſſed the fen- 
tence of condemnation vpon 
thy ſelfe, as vnworthy any 
more to take the name of 
Chriſt into thy mouth, which 
thou haſt cauſed to bee blat- 
phemed : yet bee notaltoge= 
ther difmaid, but know, that 
thoſe whom God, vpon their 
Repentance, recetueth into 
grace and fauour againe,being 
not left deſtitute of his gifts 
and graces, hee denyeth not 
vnto them the pruuledgeto 
be, or remaine publike intiru- 
M2 ments 
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ments of his ſeruice, as Da- 
uid, Peter,Salomon.And now, 
who fitter to miniſter a word 
of comfort to the afflicted 
conſ{cience,then he,who hath 
had ſuch experience 1n him- 
{elfe, not only of the grieuous 
conflits of finne, bur alſo (at-- 
ter many fierce trials & temp- 
tations, and wraſtlings with 
the apprehenſion of Gods 
wrath) of thoſe vnſpeakable 
comforts of Gods Spirit in 
the peace of conſcience, and 
10y of the holy Ghoſt ? Who 
can better then hee, glue di- 
reftion and admonition to 
the people of God, how to 
beware of the deceitfulneſſe 
of finne, who hath tamſclfe ſo 
dearely bought the cxperi- 
ence of hauing beene decetued 

by 1t. 
In concluſion, as the Pati- 
ent 
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ent hath need of patience vn- 
till the comming of the Lord: 
Solet him pray inſtantly, that 
the Lord would haſten his 
comming, to wipe off all 
ſtaines from his ſeruants, all 

teares from their eyes,and 
to cloath both their 
names and perſons 
with eternall 
veautiC. 
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CHAP. XI. 
The fixt Conflitt. With the 


Enemies of the 
truth. 


T goes hard with the poore 
ſeruant of Chriſt,when hee 
hath ginen cauſe of offerice to 
the enemies of the truth, whe- 
ther they be without, or with- 
in the Church, open or pri- 
nate, profelt Papilts, or pro- 
phane Proteſtants. For if the 
Angels in heanen reioyceat 
the conuerſion of a ſinner, 
ſurely the Angels of darkcnes, 
and wicked perſons, encnics 
of the truth, reioyce at the ial, 
orlcaſt ſlip of one that bea- 
rcth Chriſts Image. Yea it 1s 

| mcate and drinke ynto them. 
| They do ſo hunger after this, 
| Wal- 
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waiting for the halting of tlie 
godly man, that rather then 

aile, they will tnuept how to 
faſten flanders, & c# aſperſi- 
ons ene! vpon the maſtimno- 
cent ; {ohttlenced hathany of 
Gods children to be heedleffe 

of his conerſation, ago ex- 
polc his name. as # prey to 
their teeth. And yer this hath 
bene the loteuen gf the itron- 
geſt Champions; and holieſt 
Saints of God/Dawid {marted 
ſomuch the more, becauſe he 
had by Is finne cauſed the e- 
nemies of the Lord to blaf- 
pheme. O how netredoth 
this goe to the heart 6f Gods 
"child, when hec conſiacyeth, 
how inſteaa of being an ex- 
ample of vertue, toinuite the 
encmies of the truth to the 
loue of it, bcholding it toſhine 
in the profeſlors of it : on the 
M4 CON- 
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contrary,hee cauſeth them to 
miſ-deeme the truth it ſelfe, 
yea to blaſphcme it, & there» 
upon to condemne al that pro- 
fefle it. For ſuch is the malice 
of enutous men againſt the ex- 
cellent glory ofthe truth (the 
higheſt obie of enuy) that 
the leaſt miſcarriage of. one 
Profeflor preuailes more with 
them to. condemne the whole 
communion of Saints mili- 
tant onearth, as hypocrites, 
and difſemblers, then the vn- 
{potted conuerſarion of thou- 
Sisable to wipe off, or to 
poſleſle them with a good o- 
pinion of their Protcihon., 
Yea andin ſtead of taking 
profit,and making ve of the 
enemies of the truth, among 
whom wee haply conuerſc, 
whule their vicinity or neigh- 
bourhood ſhould make vs 
more 


” 


of Conſcience. 


more heedfull of our wayes, 
leaſt we offend them (nothing 
being more diſgracefull to a 
man, then to commit any vn- 
ſeemely a in the preſence of 
his enemy, the Apoſtle admo- 
niſhing, Watke wiſely towards 
them that are without) wee on 
the otherſide cauſe much hurt 
vntothem(notonely the grea- 
ter ſhame to our ſelues)by ob- 
firming them in their 1gno- 
rance,prophanneſle, idolatry, 
or ſuperſtition, which now 
they dare more confident] 
preferre enen before Gods 
pure religion it ſelte, while 
their naturall morality, or ſu- 
perſtition may ſeeme in the 
leaſt degree to outſtrip our 
praQticall dwinity. Much 
more then w hata diſgrace 1s 
it for a Proteſtant to runriot 
in the preſence of Papiſts ? 
4 Ms Not 
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Not that Papilts can ſhevw a- 
ny great holineſſe of their re- 
lIigion, by the holines of their 
lives, ſeeing they ſo much ex- 
claime vpor holineſſe, inthe 
profelfors of the truth,giuing 
it the nick-name of a new 
Kind of [ wotnot what here- 
ſte,as Puritaniſme,or the like; 
{o thatthey plainely diſclaime 
holinefſe inthemſelues : net- 
ther hath their religion it in 
it,for all their infuſed righte- 
ouſneſſe,to infuſe any holines 
(Bellarmine making the ſan- 
&iticof Dofrine,not of Life, 
to be that, which ſheweth the 
Church of Rome to bee holy) 
| mto the profcfiors 'of it; a 
\marke Thing confefſed by Bellarmine, 
yofrhe thar hee is faine to trauaile 
—_ farre- xo dcriue holinefle to 
Fcc!s, 0» Make? the Church of Rome 
| Nrc2Þu F ; holy, 
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holy,namely {among others) 


from the holineſſe of * S. Do- 
minicke and S. Francis, the 


Orders: Yea and the better 
to comply with Proteſtants, 
( as the Iny winding abour 
the Oake, in time cates out 
the heart of it ) they fauour 
thein moſt, in whom they 
obſerue rhe feweſt and leaft 
tokens of grace and holinefle, 
ſpeaking euill of the beſt, 
hereby not onely making a 
ditifion berween Proteſtants, 
but - infruatine themſthies 
into an vnited ſocietie of 
the worſt fort of Prote- 
ſtamtss , whoſe weakenefſe 
maketh them way the more 
eafily to inſtill their-poyſo- 
'nons Docrmes into them, 
while they fo liberally will 


pronute Pardons and Induk 
Ja gences. 


. . 3” a0 
Founders of their religious {acap. 
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ences to thoſe , whole pro- 
ane lines ſtand in need of 
the whole Ocean of Gods 
Mercies, of the whole Foun- 
taine of Chriſts Merits in 
his Blood to waſh and purge 
them , and not thoſe imagt- 
narie Waters that flow from 
the See of Rome , whole 
Conduits conucy nothing bur 
empric ayre to thirſtie Con- 
ſciences, but flow backe a- 
gane with ſtreames of Gold, 
which the Alchimiſtes of 
Rome doſpunge from the wh 
Ppuch caaptic br pal 
peake wee 0 
far ER. ,who - 4 
all care and conſcience of 
hriſtian conyerſation, any 
Ku 99s their genepall cal- 
ling , are wig. rather to 
« armgans with Papiſts in 
profanation of all Tres 


—_— 
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things, as the hallowing of 
the Lords day in all ſuch 
Chriſtian duties, as God re- 
quireth, and ſo conſequent! 

run along with them vnto all 
exceſle of riot,railing at thoſe 
that run not with them; ſuch 
Neutralls are neither good 
Fiſh nor Fleſh ; but we ſpeake 
of ſuch Proteſtants,as making 
conſcience of their wayes, to 
walke worthy of their cal- 
ling,it they chance to ſtep be- 
ſides the narrow path, and of 


 humaine ffailtie commit the 


leaſt errour, ſoas eucn the Pa- 
plit comes to take notice of 


. 1t: It isenough torayſe a cla- 


mour not onely againſt the 
perſon in particular , bur 
again{t the whole Profeſſion, 
to make it odious (if poſſible) 
to all the world. Certainly, 


| if any ſober Proteſtant doe 
; bur 
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but enter into a conſideration 


hereof, he will be exceedingly - | 


wounded for the lea(t offence 
giuen in this kind, either by 
himſelfe,or by anorher. 

Nor doth the offence onely 


reach toenemies without, but | 


1t more neereiy toucheth the 
Conſcience for enemtes with- 
in the Church. Whatanmn- 
dignation was It to Dauid 
(trow you ) when hee heard 
how the verie drunkards,and 
deboſht ſons of Bebal within 


the Church,raade their Songs - 


of him ? It was gricuous to 
Tobto be the derifion of thoſe 


baſe brats, whoſe fathers for- | 


merly 1ob accounted not (for 
_ vile conditions, not for 
their pouertie) worthy to bee 
{ct with the Dogges of his 
Flecke ? But this might the 
moreealily be brooked, fith 
- not 


of Conſcience. 
notaiy 1uſt offenceurtes, bur 
his vertues, fo formerly enut- 
ed, but now {corned, being 
couered ouer and defaced 
with outward calamities, 


made him to bee the obicX of 


contempt. But Danid's caſe 
was much more pittifull, 
when thoſe drunken compa- 
nions at their vſuall backs 
nals made his ſinne thetr ſong. 
Cananigenuous, and noble 
Heauen-borne Spirit, euen 
without burſting, brooke 
{uch an indignitic? And yet 
not ſo mach the ſhame, which 
himfelfe fuſtaincth, as the 
blame which Religion bea- 
reth for his fake, and the de- 
ſperatedanger 210,wheretnto 
by, occaſion of lis example 
ſuch Coribantes precipitate 


them(clues : isthe thing, that 


moſt 


| 
' 
| 
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moſt of all troubleth his no- 
ble Spirit. What comfort 


then in ſuch a 
caſe ? 


=_ —__—— — 
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CHAP. X11. 


The Comfort ; How in this 
(e oxfizct the Souls 1845 
ftay it ſelfe, and 


wind out 


of tt. 


\', 1 would not here 
ſtand agaſt, and ap- 
pall'd, to nar FR into whata 


Maze of perplexities,and Sca 
of ſoxrowes,{inne,though but 


| in ſome errour of our life, 


doth inwra ap and ingulte the 
poore Child of God ; Sil one 
waue following 1n the necke 


. of another, like Job's meſſen- 


gers, and euerie one more 
gricuous then other ? How 15 


1t poſſible, but the poore man 


ſhould bee {wallowec vp in 
the bottomleſſe gulfe ? But 
loe, 
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loe, euen in his vtmotit extrea- | 


mutie there is a planke for him 
to ſaue him from drowning, 
Furſt tor the offence to the 


enemies witheutthe Church. | 


The wound that 1s deeper will 
require the longer tent , the 


| 


longer time,the greater pains, | 
the greater paticnce in curing, | 


of it. For firſt, this mult re- | 


doubble and renue his repen- | 


tance. Secondly ;he muſt pray 
the more feruently for Gods 
enemies, for their conuerſion 


———— - 


to God. Thirdly , hce mult | 


expreſle ſuch fruits of his re- 
pentance in his life and con- 


uerſation, that euen they that | 


arc without, may thereby bee 
Crought within the Church. 
Fourthly,it he be a Miniſter, 
he muſt ſomuch the morela- 
bour in his Calling, and that 


ot onely by preaching, but ' 


othcre 
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otherwiſe alſo, if God haue 
gen him abilitie and opor- 
tunitic,thatthereby they may 
bee brought to Chriſts Fold. 
And if by his labour hee can 
reſcue but one Soule out of 
the Dinels pay, it will both 
comfort him for the preſent, 
and procure vnto him a more 
glorious reward hereafter. 


; Fifchly, though all his labour 


and induſtry this way cannot 
preuaile. to win any one of 
Godsenemies, yet his good 


, Purpoſes and endeauours thal 


not bee defrauded of Gods 
gratious acceptance, nor fru- 


. firated of a mercifull recom- 


pence. Sixthly,if the enemies 
of God retaine obſtinate in 
their idolatry and fuperſtiti- 
0n,1t 1s not now ( whartſoener 
their pretence bee ) becauſe of 


_ oftencetakenat him who pro- 


F:fleth 
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fſeththe truth, but becauſe 
they are pofſcft with the ſpi- 
rit of obſtinacie to affect fai(- 
hood and lyes,rather then the 
truth. For although through 
humaine weakencfle hee had 
given them cauſe of offence, 
to helpe to harden them in 
their Infidelitie ; yet now vp- 
on the more cleare euidence 
of his repentance, confirmed 
by his conſtant reformation, 
they _— to bee reconciled 
to God by his 

they will wilfully and malici- 
ouſly harden themſelues in ſin 
by others example of falling : 
then on the contrarie they 


ought wiſely and willingly to * 


abandon their ſinfull eſtate by 


the patern of hisriſing again. | 


Otherwiſe,they therefore lye 


not in their fin, becauſe Gods | 
child hath ynwarily ſinned, | 


whom 


[ 


example. For if 
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of Conſcience. 


whom they haue ſeene to re- 
pent : but becauſe their habt- 


 tuall malice again{t the truth 


hath blinded their eyes,not to 
.1mbrace it. Sothat the Child 
of God going on in the pra- 
iſe of theſe foreſaid duties, 
he ſhall find much comfort in 
his Conſcience, and much 
peace in his Soule. In the laſt 
place, as it fared with Daxtd, 
ſo it faring with any Saint of 
God inthe like kind,to be vn- 
der Gods rod inflicted (as we 
noted before ) not as an expi- 
atorie or vindicarorie puniſh- 
ment for ſinne, alreadie fatil- 
fied by, and pardoned for 


| Chriſt, both for gwilt and 


mul, but as a profitable me- 


.dicine, not onely to humble 


the Paticnt, but to warneand 
terrifie Gods verie enemies 
'not to ſinne, ſeeing God ſpa- 
| reth 
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feth not his owne children 
offending : hcrcupon the cnc- 
mics ought to rake ſpectall 
notice of. and lay to hcart the 


afflitions infi "cd vpon - | 


Gods children, + hom they 
haue notcd to cer. ; and to 
bee therety moned to take 
heed, cither how they pre- 
{tune to ccnſure him, or Reit- 


gion for his fat.c ; muchucie, 


thatthey ſhould 1 he more ob- 


ſtinately perfiſt in their Inh- | 


dclitic and impietic ; cuer ha- 
uing before thcir cyes thar 
fayme of the Holy Ghoſt by 
Peter : Indgement mull begin 
at the Houſe of God; And if it 
fir#t begin at vs, whe ſhall the 
evd be of them, that ebey not the 
Gofpel of God | * And if the righ. 
teous ſcarcely bee ſaned, where 


ſhall the ungodly, and the ſinner 


«tppeare * 
Secondly, 


| 


| 
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of Conference. 
Secondly, For offence gluen 
to the enemies within the 


[. - Church, ſuch as are falſe Bre- 


| 


thren, halfe-Chriltians, <ne- 
miesf the Croffe of Chriſt, 
fuch as the Apoitle deſcribes, 
Phil.3.18,19: Whentoſuch 


' Gods child 1s become a ſcut- 


dall and fcorne , and that in 
fome ſort worthily (though 


none ought to be ſodiavolical, 


as to make a ſcoffe of anothers 
weakenefſe, but to mourne 
for it rather ) how ſhall his 
( otherwite ) magnanimous 
Spirit bee able to vndergoe 
fuch an indignitic ? Surely 
not by accounting their ſcorn 


'of lefſe moment , becauſe 


though deferued, it isno icfTe 
viuall with profane perſons 
in their ſurquedry to canuas 
and bandie, like a Tennis-ball 


inthe Racket-court, the good 


names 
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names of beſt Chriſtians,caſt- 
ing all aſpcrfiors vponthem, 
though neucr lo vault. Or 
may not his gricft herein find 
ſome mi igaucn , that foral- 
muchas nothing moredifqui- 
es him,then that he hath can - 
{cd the protancRoutto ſpeake 
cull of Religion,and the true 
profcſſours of it : yet he well 
knowcs,that before this,their 
malice wanted no incentiue 
againſt it ? No ſurely; this 1s 
fo farre from ging him any 
comfort at all, that it rather 
much cxaſperates his ſorrow. 
For while carnall worldlings,, 
out of an inbred antipathy to 
true Religion (atleſt touching 
thelite and power of it){peak 
ewll thereof, and hate the 
beaurtie of it, which ſhining 
m her Sonnes, diſcouers th. 


deformities of the Children 
of 


4 of Conſcrence, 
caſt- of Darkencſſe ſo much the 
iN more; in all which they are 
Or teft without excuſe , being 
find conuicted of their owneCon- 
oral-  (ience while they hate good- 
{qui- neſſe for no other cauſe, but 
cal- becauſe it is good : But now 
cake hen the practicioner and 
UIUC profeſſour of oodnefle hath 
well focxorbitated from the ſtrait 
theIT * and ſtrict path thereof, as hee 
Ae fals vnder the Checke of ſuch 
11515 Mates, hce putsa weapon into 
1911 their hands, not onely for of- 
er fence, whereby they wound 
om hisvprightnefle, but for de- 
195». fence,to maintaine their owne 
ny tO Fnne, Ycadoth hee not put a 
hing Dart into their hand , Where- 
Peak ' with through his ſides, lying 
: the open, for ncglc&t of ſtrait 
> guirdingon his Armour, they 
wound the whole Band of 
dren tis felloyy-Sonldicrs 2 Oh, 
N ' what 
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what a wound 1s this to his | 
Soule ? 
Yetwhy ſhould he, atleaſt , 
ſo much torment himſclfe for | 
this? Doth hee not know, 
that Religion is till an in-| 
temerated and vnuiolated 
Virgin, notwithſtanding all. 
the reproaches caſt vpon her 
by malcuolent tongues,thogh 
in ſome meaſure occaſioned: 
by the humaine imbecillitie 
of her otherwiſe faithfull 
Traine ? Andare not all the 
Children of Truth , though 
Saints by calling, though 
waſhed, ſancified , mſtified 
in the Name of the Lord 
Icſus Chriſt,and by the Spirit 
of our God, yet full of the. 
Dregges of Corruption re-. . 
mairung to bee purged out by |, 
daily prayer, repentance, ar 
the practiſe of pious duties - + 
[cy 


- 


gh 


ned 


ite 
full 
the 


IC- 


 actuallerrourin, ſech. 


Asth 


"of Conſctence. 


Is therenotſhllinſuch a bo- 
| dy of ſinne to be deſtroyed ? 
+ Still a Law in the Members, . 
- flill ſinne dwelling inthem ? 


Why then ſhould ſome one 
ons 
bee made ſuch a Montiter, or 


; vn-heard-of wonder , as to 


bring a ſcandall ypon , the 
i hole Profeſs1on, yea or vp* 
on the Perſon; himſclfe offen- 
ding, ſo tarre forth, as to ac- 
count him as a, Reprobate ? 
hough ſanQitication con- 
fiſted in ,an.ytter abolition of 


| finne,branchand roopt,and not 


rather ( for the preſent con- 
dition cf this lite ) in-the de- 


ftrufticn of the tyrannicall 


dominion of. ſ{inne ; and a dai- 


:ly.conviRt with the Reliques 


tby!,.of it. For although all the 
ar” "truly regenerate bee Saints, 


e*- *Xxanllate 
[I 


fram the ſtate of 
N 2 datrke- 
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darkenefſe tolight : Yet they 
putnot off thenature of men, 
yea of weake and finfull men, 
while they carrie about with 
themthis body of death. For | 
alas, how ſhould the old bot- : 
tles of our mortall bodies bee 
able to containe the pure new 
Wine of perfe& holinefſe 
( perfect I meane in the de- 
'grees )and not burſt , and the 
Wine runout? How many, 
poſſeſſed but with a concett 
and opinion of perfe&tion 1n | 
this hfe, haue loſt ceuen that 
ce, which they ſeemed to | 
| _ ? Howſhouldnotthen 
Godschild be quickly puffed 
vp and enamoured with the 
beanrie of his graces, and ſo, 
| as Satan to bee caſt' forth of 
3 Heanen like lightning , as 
| Chriſt admoniſheth his Dif- 
ciples, Lyke 10, 18, if he had 
, not 4 


of 

as 
Mſ- 
had 


not * 


of Conſezence. 


not ſome allay of corruption, 
or {inneto-preſſeftum downe, 
and humble him ? Was not 
the Apoſtle exerciſed with a 


' Thorneinthe Fleſh the me(- 
| ſenger of Satanto buffet him, 
| Feaſt hee ſhould bee guſihs vp 


withaboundance of Reuelati- 
ons ? Or how ſhould Gods 
power bee magnified in our 
py oa , who ſaid vnto 

im,CMy grace i ſufficient for 
thee , $7 ſtrength 11 made 


nary ab eneſſe? Or 
How elfe rould wee worke 


out our [aluation with feare 


, and trembling, (ccing it 1 God 
' that worketh im ary 
and to doeof hu good pleaſure # 


| Or how ſhallGod tread Satan 
, | vnder our feet ſhortly if wee 


oth to will 


bee- alreadic Conquerours ? 
Or how ſhall wee pretſe hard 
toward the marke,it wee bee 

N3 already 
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alreadie pexfet ? Or how |c 
ſhall wee ſhake off the ſikne |? 
that doth ſo' eafily beſer vs, |t 
andenerie waight of huinane {a 
frailtic, to run with patience |V 
the racetharis ſet before vs, N 
if Gods Saints here bee alto- |S 
rerher without ſinne ? Or " 
w ſhall the Spirit fight | 
againſt the Fleſh; if the Etie- | 
mie bee alreadie vanquiſhed ? 
Or what r\&ed haite wee of 
_ — wee ſry 
ly pray, Forgive vs ov ſms, 
if Rd not x ov day com- 
emit ſinnt? So thitto prick, 
that one offence iti the Rege- 
nerate ſhould bee ſufficient to 
ſcandalrze Religion, ahd the 
profeſion of it, tay ſerug'ts Þ 
muzzle either Papiſts inrheir 
pride, or Carnall men intheir 
1gnorance, who may thinke, 
cither there isa perfedi- 
ON 


mn MY. 


\ 


i 


w I ww 9. DO. vv: 


| of Conſcience, 

| on of grace on Earth, or elſe 
holinefle beeing' impertect, 
[there 1s no difference ar all 
among men, but onely in out- 
[ward appearance , ſome ſce- 
mingto be better then others; 
So at all this might ſecme 
to' mitigate the Patients ma- 


(A 
' Butyet (alas!) allthis can- 
ot glue him any: ſolid com- 
ort. For although there bee 


perfection of degrees in 


neſſe here in theregene- 
, yet a perfection of party 
cre is; and ſoof the parts, 
hat Gods child muſt ſtill bee 
owing on, and aſpiring to- 
ards the perfe&tion of de- 
rees. W hereunto {truung, if 
y the way, inregard of inf- 
te incombrances outward, 
dno lefſe infirmitics with- 
tim, hee ſtamble or fall, 

N 4 ſtagger 
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ſagger,or {tray,neuer ſolitle, 
hee 1s ſo much the more di(- 
pleaſed with himſelfe,and de- |. 
ieced in ſpirit, by how much 
hee purſucd after perfeAtion | 
with greater ſincerity and ea- © 
gernefſe. And although it 
itand not with the ſtate of .. . 
graceto be without many in- 
bred corruptions ſtill dwel- 
ling, but not raigning inthe 
regenerate : Yet 1t1s no ſmall 
riefe of heart vato him, to 
aue committed the kalt fin, 
But when his corraption | 
breakes out into a blaine or 4 
bile of open offence and ſcan- | 
dall, oh what intollerable tor- 
ment doth ſeaze vpon his | 
ſoule,as we ſee in Daxrd! but 
no mancantake an eſtimate of 
the waight of this. burrhen, |. 
but he chat hathit vpon him. | 
Therefore to conclude all, 
and 


kt 


of Conferences 
and to wind our {clues at 
length out of this Meander of 
2 turn-ſicke conſcience ; bes 
ſides other meanes of com= 
fort mentioned before, wee 
will: here adde onely theſe 
two.Firſt,thatthe Delinquent 
or Offendant gue ſuch reitt- 
mony of. his continuall heart- 
gricfe for his ſinnes paſt, as 
that hee, may cuen drme the 
molt carnall man into anaſtc- 
ruſhment, and to refle&t vpon 
his owne greatand many fans, 
thus reſoluiug with himſcite : 
if ſo be thar one ſinne,and thar 
commutted of weakeneſſe, 
not of purpoſe, caſually, not 
of cuſtome, coſt a man ſo 


. muchſorrow and humiliati- 


on: then what repentance and 
ſorrow is requiſite for all my 
great and many finnes ? Now 
1 {ce,thar ſin is not fo ſlightly 

N 5 to 
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to be regarded, 4s formerly I 
have imagined. Thus by Gods 

Trace may the wickedeſt man 
broughtto repentance for 
his cuil li paſt;by beholding 
thy great humiliation for th 
leaſt firine, What a Comfort 
then ſhall this bring viit> thy 
foale, whett thon ſhale bee an 
occaſion of pulling an othet 


ut ofthe fite; by letting Him | 
fee how grieuous the burrmhg 
i hell, 


of foule and body 


flames ſhallbe, when but ong.: | 
en} lighting vn&-.- 
(4 


! 


: 


ſoule, hath beene enougy - * 


euen to make thy preciottShife , 


tedious to thy ſelfe, and thy 
more precious name odions 
to all. 


fort herein, isto pcfſefſe thy 


ſoule with a greater indigha- 
tion againſt the kaſt finnein 


Vo 
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L ' thyſdlfe, but with agreater 
S compaſſion of others weake- 
n neflſes. Pardon others many 
f things, butthy ſelfe nothing. 
5 For it the Apoſtles reafon for 

' ſpirituall compaſſion be forci- 
ft ble, as when hee faith, Pre- 
Yy threngfamun be ouertaken ma 
n. fault,ye which are ſpiritual re- 
f + foreſuch a me inthe Firit of 
m' gxeeckeneſſe; and the reaſon 1s 
g added, Conſidering thy ſelfe, 
A. | /eaft thou al/o be tempred : then 
Sr: | -- »w much more forcible is it 
f'r | 11 .4n, ro whom it may bee 
3 ' tad, (onfidermg thy ſelfe wha 
Ic. | haſt beene tempted and ouer tas 
I | ke»? Thus ſhaltthoureape a 
ns | double fruite : the Ert, that 

; thy lenity towards others 
N- | proflely offending, ſhall make 
Ty | themthe more amicable and 
a f gentle towards thee, in par- 
in *{ doing thy kflcr offence to- 
By "nl wards 


